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WHEN YOUR FAM LY FORSAKES YQU,
REMEMBER PSALM 27: 10 AND | SAI AH 49: 15

"When ny father and ny nother forsake thee, then the LORD

will take me up." "Can a woman forget her sucking child,

that she shoul d not have conpassion on the son of her

wonb? yea, they may forget, yet will 1 not forget thee."

During a visit to Thailand, | nmet a teenager whose testinony

thrilled ny soul. He was selling ties to tourists and was doing a brisk
trade. Crowded barges were bringing tourists to the Tenple of the
Dawn, and each visitor was a potential customer. My wife and | sat
on a lowwall watching his efforts when, suddenly, between the

arrival of boats, he asked, "Sir, are you a Christian?" |I assured him!|
was and asked if he also loved the Savior. Instantly he replied, "Yes,
Sir, | gave ny heart to Jesus two years ago." H s smile disappeared as

he conti nued, "That was when ny father put me out of the hone."

| was intrigued by his statement, and asked for nore information.
The boy said, "I attend an American m ssion, and our mssionary told
us that unless we witness for Jesus, people will remain in the dark
When | becane a Christian, ny father was very angry and said: ‘I
don't want you in ny fanmily." So he turned ne out, and | went to
sleep in the doorway of an enpty shop.™

| said, "And now you are selling ties?"

"Yes, sir, and I amslowy saving ny noney because one day |
hope to go to Bible school and | earn how to becone a nissionary." At
fourteen years of age he was expelled fromhis home only to di scover
he was falling into the everlasting arnms of God's |ove.

David' s text was not exactly a prom se but a confident expression
of faith based upon experience. He was assured of the continuing
faithful ness of his heavenly Father. David was rem niscing and re-
menbering tinmes of great danger when he wote, "I had fainted,
unl ess | had believed to seethe goodness of the LORD in the land of the
living" (Ps. 27:13). He had always attended to the needs of his famly
and when persecution increased made arrangenents for themto stay
with the king of Mbab (see 1 Sam 22:34). It was probably during
those difficult days that his parents becanme critical because his actions
i ncreased their problems. Then David di scovered the abidi ng presence
of God was of incalculable worth., God pronised never to | eave him
and David reciprocated by expressing a desire to live in the house of
the Lord forever.

46

Many Centile believers cannot appreciate the warnth and won-
der of this text, but every Hebrew Christian knows its deep nean-

i ng. When an orthodox Jew accepts Christ as his Savior, the fanily
sometimes holds a funeral service signifying a child has died.

God saw the unbelief which was spreadi ng anong |sai ah's de-
spondent brethren and said, "But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken
me, and my Lord hath forgotten ne. Can a worman forget her suck-
ing child, that she should not have conpassion on the son of her
wonmb? yea, they nay forget, yet will | not forget thee" (Ilsa.

49: 14, 15). That amazi ng statenent suggests three facts.

God Cannot Cease Renenbering Us
No not her coul d abandon her child unl ess unusual circunstanc-
es conpelled her to do so. Unfortunately, newborn children are
soneti mes abandoned in a street or near an institution. God used
this illustration to indicate He could never |eave Hs children. At al
times and in all places, God renenbers the people who trust H m

God Cannot Cease Loving Us
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This is even nore anazing. There is nothing unlovely about an
i nnocent baby, but there is nuch that is detestabl e about nmen and
worren. That God | oves peopl e who oppose His will and resist H's
advances is al nost unbelievable. That God could | ove even the
peopl e who crucified H s Son defies understanding. The Lord said
to Jerem ah, "1 have |loved thee with an everlasting |ove" (Jer. 31:3).
It is difficult to conprehend the nagnitude of this statenent, but it
i ndi cates nothing can destroy divine |ove.

God Cannot Cease Hel pi ng Us

Wien David wote, "Wien ny father and ny nother forsake
me, then the Lord will take ne up," he used an interesting word.
Literally, the sentence says, "Then the Lorn will gather nme." The
Savi or expressed the same truth when, |ooking at Jerusalem He
said, " how often woul d | have gathered thy children together
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her w ngs, and ye woul d
not" (Matt. 23:37).

God feedeth the sparrows that fly in the air;

they are never in trouble, but what He is there.

If God with these creatures Hi s bl essings doth share,
then we surely can trust such infinite care
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VWHEN YOU HAVE HAD A GREAT EXPERI ENCE
EXPECT PROBLEMS, BUT REMEMBER
2 CORI NTHI ANS 12: 9

"And he said unto ne, My grace is sufficient for thee."
Paul had many sensational experiences, but he was reluctant to

speak of the greatest. He wote, "I knew a nan in Christ above
fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, | cannot tell; or whether
out of the body, | cannot tell: God knoweth;).. . How that he was

caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words which it is
not lawful for a man to utter' (2 Cor. 12:24).

Even when he gave his testinmony, Paul was nore or less in a
state of shock. Christians would like to know the details of that
remarkabl e event. Did Paul see the Savior? Did he walk the streets
of heaven and converse with glorified saints? Evidently he was
instructed not to divul ge what had been seen and heard.

Afterward be realized that if he becanme conceited, his mission to
the Gentiles nmight be in jeopardy. He wote, "And lest | should be
exal ted above neasure through the abundance of the revel ations,
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to
buffet ne, lest | should be exalted above neasure" (2 Cor. 12:7).
Success is often the harbinger of problens, but humility is the
nmot her of hope.

God's Favor... A Definite Problem

Only strong persons can overcone the danger created by suc-
cess. Even blind people recognize an inflated ego, a detestable con-
ceit, and the feeling of "being holier than thou." The Lord was w se
when He placed a small child among H s over-confident disciples
and urged themto becone childlike. Christian |eaders should be
aware of the dangers created by pride. Wen a nmenber of a church
| apses into sin, people may criticize. Wien a mnister is guilty of
horrendous sin, the damage done nay never be repaired.

CGod' s Forethought. . A Desperate Prayer
Throughout the history of the church, scholars have specul at ed
concerning the nature of Paul's "thorn in the flesh." Some of the
earliest church leaders thought it to be a severe earache, or deafness,
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but the consensus is that Paul suffered fromvery poor eyesight
whi ch caused continuing problems. His difficulties became so se-
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vere that he had no tine to boast about the revelations given in
par adi se. When his probl ens continued, he desperately prayed for
hel p, and when answers were not forthconing, be repeated his re-
quest. The Lord al ways answers prayer, but sonetines says, "No."
When t he apostle sought an explanation, God replied, "My grace is
sufficient for thee.” Christians should al ways renenber God is too
wi se to nake nistakes and too |oving to be unkind.

God's Faithfulness... A Delightful Pronise
"The other evening | was riding hone after a heavy day's work. |
felt very weary and sore depressed, when swiftly and suddenly that text
canme to nme: 'My grace is sufficient for thee.' | reached hone and
|l ooked it up in the original, and at last it canme to ne in this way,

grace is sufficient for thee.' And | said, 'l should think it is,

Lord,' and

dri nki ng

heaven

burst out |aughing. | never fully understood what the holy | aughter of
Abraham was until then. It seened to nmake unbelief so absurd. It was
as though sone little fish, being so thirsty, was troubl ed about

the river dry. and Father Thanes said: 'Drink away, little fish, ny
streamis sufficient for thee.' O it seened that after seven years of
plenty. a nouse feared it mght die of fam ne, and Joseph m ght say,
"Cheer up, little nmouse, ny granaries are sufficient for thee.' Little
faith will bring your souls to heaven; but great faith will bring

to your souls." Charl es Haddon Spurgeon

Witing to the Corinthians Paul said, "There bath no tenptation
taken you but such as is conmon to man: but God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tenpted above that ye are able; but wll
with the tenptation also nake a way to escape, that ye nay be able
to bear it" (1 Cor. 10:13). Wen Paul's burdens seened to be heavy,
he | eaned nore upon the everlasting arns of God's unfailing kind-
ness. Anni e Johnson Hint wote:

Hi s grace is great enough to neet the great things:

The crashi ng waves that overwhel mthe soul

The roaring winds that | eave us stunned and breathl ess,
The sudden stornms beyond our life's control

Hi s grace is great enough to neet the small things:

The little pin-prick troubles that annoy,

The insect worries, buzzing and persistent,

The squeaki ng wheel s that grate upon our joy.
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WHEN GOD SAYS NO, REMEMBER HE
MUST HAVE A REASON. ACTS 16:6-7

Now when they had gone throughout Pheygia and the region
of Galatia and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach
the word in Asia, after they were cone to Mysia, they assayed
to go into Bithynia but the Spirit suffered them not.
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One of the nost disconcerting things in the world is the idea that
CGod is either deaf or unconcerned with Hi s people. To pray sincere-
Iy and apparently not be heard, to serve the Lord and be confronted
by an i npassable barrier, or to give of one's best and receive no
cooperation fromheaven is devastating. Inevitably the question arises,
"Why has God done this to ne?" Unless a person carefully and
patiently waits for an answer, his or her soul nay becone enbit-
tered. Famlies often pray for the healing of a |oved one, only to
| ose that person in death. A wife may pray for the salvation of her
husband but face increasing intol erance. Wien God says no, He has
a reason for so doing.

The Mystery of O osed Doors

Paul , the intrepid missionary, had problens! Seemngly, his ef-
forts were fruitless; he had run into a wall! H's party had travel ed
many mles and in spite of many difficulties had reached the popu-
| ous areas of Asia Pagans needed to hear the Gospel, but for some
i nscrutabl e reason, God had forbidden H's servants to preach. Pau
was frustrated. Wiy had the Lord brought himso far only to pre-
vent himfromtelling the crowds about the Savior?

"They were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in
Asia." To be forbidden to preach in a village was di sappoi nting, but
at | east another village could be found within a few mles. To be
prevented from preaching the gospel in Asia neant a forced narch
of nmore than six hundred nmiles over difficult terrain before Pau
could make his exit fromthe forbidden area.

"And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a nan
of Macedoni a, and prayed him saying, Come over into Macedoni a,
and help us. And after he had seen the vision, imediately we
endeavoured to go i nto Macedonia® (Acts 16:9-10). Wen God
cl oses a door in one place, He is often about to open a | arger one
el sewhere. Wien Elijah's brook dried up it becane evident the
Lord desired his presence in Zarephath (see 1 Kings 17:7-9).
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The M sery of Continui ng Doubt

Mary and Martha were very proud; Jesus of Nazareth had nade
their hone a stopping place on the way to and fromJerusalem His
favorite food and Martha's expertise transforned every neal into a
banquet. Then canme tragedy and disillusionnment. Lazarus becane
desperately ill, and his life was in jeopardy. "Therefore his sisters
sent unto him saying, Lord, behold he whomthou | ovest is sick
Wien Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but
for the glory of God, that the Son of man m ght be glorified thereby.

Wien he had beard therefore that he was sick he abode two
days still in the sane place where he was" (John 11 : 3-6).

It was incredible! Jesus had di sregarded their appeal for help.
Their Friend had refused to respond to their appeal. His preaching
was nore inportant than their pain! Could He not have cone to
their aid? Nothing woul d have been | ost; the people would have
followed Hm and His speech could have been concl uded i n Bet ha-
ny. It was significant that even when He did cone a few days | ater
Mary still sat in the house. Del ayed bl essings sonetinmes transform
despair into delight

The Meaning of Certain Directions
The Wse Men were elated! Their |ong arduous journey was
fulfilled with indescribable joy! They had seen the King! The schol -
ars, who had been sufficiently wise to understand the nessage in
the sky, had been even nore wise to worship in a stable. Now, as
had been previously arranged, they were ready to return to King
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Herod. The canels were rested, and the |uggage was packed. Then
suddenly and unexpectedly, God said, "No." Those travelers were
wise not to argue with the Lord. It becane evident the new direc-
tions possibly: (a) preserved their lives because Herod m ght have
ordered their execution; (b) prolonged their happi ness because they
did not participate in any plot to kill the infant Christ; (c) protected
the Child who woul d be the salvation of a |lost world.

They were in alignnment with the will of the Al m ghty. Wen
God said, "No," the lions were stilled as Daniel entered their den
The waves could not fall on the Hebrews who were fleeing from
Pharaoh. It is wise to renmenber God al ways knows what He is
doing. It is better to praise Hmthan to pout!
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VWHEN YOU ARE TEMPTED TO COVPROM SE
REMEMBER PROVERBS 3: 5- 6

"Trust in the LORDwith all thine heart; and | ean not
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknow edge him and he shall direct thy paths."”

It has often been said if a man does not stand for sonething, he
will fall for anything! Some people are |like reeds shaken by the
wind. They yield to pressure fromany direction! Perhaps that ex-
pl ai ns why corruption can be found in all walks of life. An official
whose integrity remains unchallenged is a rare soul. The Bible de-
scri bes Bal aam as a prophet who conproni sed when a king offered
to make hima wealthy man. Fromthen on his increasing |ove for
ri ches ruined his judgment, and even his donkey was w ser than he.
Q her inportant nen exhibited simlar tendencies and forfeited their
claimto greatness.

The Wse Man... Sol onon... who Becane Sinful (1 Kings 11 :4-5)

Few people inherit fane and fortune, but of those who did So-
| onron was probably the nost famous in the ancient world. He was
born a prince and reared in luxury. Yet his excessive wealth seened
i nsignificant when conpared with his wi sdom H s phenonenal
judgnments and success in all matters of jurisprudence becanme known
internationally. It was no great surprise when the Queen of Sheba
came to verify the truthful ness of the reports circulating in her
country.

She said, "It was a true report that | heard in mne own |and of
thy acts and of thy wi sdom Howbeit | believed not the words, until
I cane, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told
nme: thy wi sdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which | heard"
(1 Kings 10:6-7). It will forever renain a tragedy that the king who
reached unprecedented hei ghts of magnificence shoul d be seduced
and relegated to a real mof inexcusable shane. It was witten of
him "For it cane to pass, when Sol onbn was old, that his w ves
turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect
with the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. For
Sol omon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and
after MIcomthe abom nation of the Amonites" (1 Kings 11 :4-5).
Sol omon | eaned conpl etely upon his own understandi ng, and his
conpronmi se ruined his integrity.

52
The Wealthy Man... The ....... Who Becane Sad (Matthew 19:22)

He was the nost admired citizen in town. Young, considerate, and
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exceptionally wealthy, he owned a great estate and was generous to
hi s enpl oyees. He was deeply religious and |ived according to the
hi ghest standards of norality. Quileless, sincere, and yet aristocratic,
he was a nan of exceptional credibility. "Good Master, what good
thing shall | do, that | nmay have eternal |ife?" (Matt. 19:16).

The listeners who heard the Savior's reply probably frowned. "If
thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and cone and fol |l ow ne"

(Mall. 19:21). The young man was stunned! Monentarily, he saw
strangers living in his beautiful honme and heard new voices issuing
orders while he, staff in hand, wal ked al ong dusty roads wonderi ng
how and where his next nmeal would be coming from Revulsion

shook his body. The Teacher was forcing a choice. Wat should he
do?

"But when the young nan heard that saying, he went away sor-
rowful : for he had great possessions" (Matt 19:22). Poor nan! He
conprom sed. Although he desired to walk with Christ, he turned and
went the other way. He did not realize Jesus was testing him even as
God tested Abraham when He asked that |saac be sacrificed on Munt
Moriah (see Gen. 22). Unfortunately the rich young ruler remained a
weal t hy pauper. Anything that takes precedence over Christ is too
expensive no nmatter what it's worth!

The Weakening Man ... Denus.... Wio Becane Side-Tracked

(2 Tinmothy 4:10)

Christians would |like to know nore about Demas who was men-
tioned three times in the epistles of Paul. Philenon 24 reveal s he was
a fell owworker with Paul, Mrk, Luke and Aristarchus. The letter to
the Col ossians infornms that he was still with Paul and Luke, but
not hi ng nore was said of him There was no commendati on either of
the man or his work.

The nessage to Tinmothy tells how he becanme a victimof worldly
pl easure and deserted his conpani on. These phases in the |life of
Denas m ght be summari zed as serving, sighing, and slipping! He
becane disillusioned as day after day he mnistered to a prisoner in
chains. Rone had many attractions; the gaiety of the city contrasted
strangely with the gloomof the cell. The lust of his eyes and the
yearning of his soul increased until finally he abandoned his friend.
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Deep sorrow filled the soul of the apostle when he wote,
"Denas bath forsaken nme, having | oved this present world"
(2 Tim 4:10). Demas sought for pleasure, but |ost his peace.
It would be interesting to know his thoughts when his turn
cane to nmeet the Savior.
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