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"WHEN YOU DON' T FEEL SAVED, REMEMBER JOHN 6: 37

"And himthat conmeth unto me | will in no w se cast out.
| shall never forget a delightful lady in Scotland who |istened
as | explained the CGospel, and then exclainmed, "I know all that,
but | do not feel saved." | tried to explain that when Christ said
"Whosoever will, may cone,"” He included her in Hs great invita-
tion. Yet it did not matter what | said, she always answered, "It is
usel ess. | do not feel saved."” It appeared that if she could have

experi enced an electric shock, it mght have strengthened her faith.
Janes said, "Faith without works is dead" (Janes 2:20), but ny
friend countered that statenent with one of her own, "Faith with-
out feeling is useless.”

Faith is nore inmportant than feelings. A man nay be delirious-
Iy happy, exuberant with praise, and ecstatic about his religious
experiences, but if at the Day of Judgnent God rejected him his
feelings woul d be inconsequential (Matt. 7:21-23). On the other
hand, a man may be depressed about his spiritual condition, but, if
God wel cones himinto the everlasting ki ngdom doubt cannot pre-
vent his entry. Wiat God says is nore inportant than feelings.

When God accepts a man, that person is accepted whether or not
he believes it to be true. If God rejects a nan, that soul is lost in
spite of anything he may feel or say. Human enotions can change
dramatically, but the Wird of God is changel ess and abi des forever
To be saved a sinner must come to Christ, and when he does,
nothing in tinme or eternity can prevent his being accepted. To doubt
that pronmise is to dishonor God and destroy one's own happi ness.

The Message of Forgiveness... Converts Cone to Chri st

"And when he (Jesus) saw their faith, he said unto him (the
man with the palsy), Man, thy sins are forgiven thee" (Luke 5:20).
The story of this text was renarkable, for apparently the sick man
did not ask for forgiveness. He was brought by his friends in quest
of healing. Wien the Lord saw their faith, He announced that the
si nner had been forgiven. He did not prom se to pardon the nman at
some future occasion. Christ forgave himinstantly. The conpl ai nt
of the assenbl ed rabbis was understandable, for according to the
| aw what Jesus did was unprecedented. The miracle which the
Lord performed endorsed Hi s testinony. The man was forgiven
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The Means of Forgiveness... Converts Love Chri st

"And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven" (Luke 7:48). She
was a wonan of the street, but she had access to the hones of
i mportant people. Probably she had often visited that hone and had
purchased favors with imoral actions. Yet on that occasion, she
was there for a different reason. Somewhere she had heard the
Teacher from Nazareth, and H s words had transformed her desires.
When she bathed the feet of Jesus and used her hair as a towel,
when her tears expressed the intent of her soul, the Pharisees con-
demmed her. Nevertheless, the story told by Jesus reveal ed the sin-
cerity of her repentance. It would have been inpossible for Christ
not to forgive one whose devotion was so evident.

The Mpjesty of Forgiveness... Converts |ook to Chri st
"And Jesus said unto him (the thief), Verily | say unto thee,
Today shalt thou be with ne in paradise" (Luke 23:43). It is inter-
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esting to note that the crinmnal did not ask for forgiveness. Yet none
can deny he was pardoned, for otherwi se he would not have accom
pani ed the Lord to paradi se. Suppose soneone had asked, "But how
can you be sure of this?" The thief could have replied, "Do not be
ridiculous. |I have the Lord's word for it, and He knows what He is
tal ki ng about." That Savi or has never changed.

The Mracle of Forgiveness... Converts Serve Chri st

Witing to his friends John said, "I wite unto you, little children
because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake" (1 John 2:12).
The recipients of God's grace had united with other believers, and
an assenbly had been forned. Together those early Christians served
their Lord and preached Hi s nessage to the people of their genera-
tion. It is interesting to discover that in John's epistles the verb to
know i s used at | east twenty-seven tinmes. Charles Haddon Spurgeon
said, "If there were one soul in hell upon whom were the narks of
the bl ood of Jesus, all Heaven would be off to the rescue."” Renem
ber the words of the fam liar chorus:

Only believe, only believe,
Al'l things are possible,
Only believe.
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WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE A FAI LURE
REMEMBER PETER AND LUKE 22: 32

"But | have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; and
when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”

There is nothing nore distressing than a feeling of failure. The
realization that you have di sappointed the Lord, your famly
friends, and acquai ntances is heart-breaking. The pain is accentu-
ated by the know edge it happened because of personal pride and
over-confidence. The nmenory that God's warnings were disre-
garded when we said "It could never happen to ne" is devastat-

i ng.

Si mon Peter provided the npst prom nent exanple of that type
of person. Wien Luke described how the apostle "went out and
wept bitterly," he expressed in one sentence the collapse of Sinon's
ego. Peter was al ways an enthusiastic disciple, but his reply to the
Lord's warning was indicative of his character. Jesus said to him
"Si non, Sinon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may
sift you as wheat" (Luke 22:31). Peter replied, in so nmany words,
"Lord, you need not worry about ne. | amready to go with you,
both into prison and to death. That could never happen to nme!" No
man coul d doubt his sincerity. Peter nmeant every word he uttered.
Unfortunately, circunstances change things, and Peter's brash state-
ment was soon to be chall enged.

There was a great difference between | ooking into the face of
Jesus and staring into the tantalizing eyes of the maiden by the
soldiers' fire. It was one thing to be boastful in the presence of other
believers, but the true test of Peter's loyalty woul d come when he
was surrounded by enenies. Perhaps there was rebellion in Peter's
soul when he overl ooked the other words of Jesus. "But | have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not" Later, when renorse broke
his heart and tears ran down his face, Peter believed hinself to be
t he nost despicable man on earth. Many peopl e share that experi-
ence, and shanme is often the greatest hindrance to returning to
active service for Christ
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God's Grace |s Greater Than Qur CGuilt

It is possible that someone will read these words and be haunted
by nenories. Perhaps a sense of shame has nmined his or her ser-
vice in God's kingdom and perhaps other people also suffered. To
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a degree, the captive Jews in Babylon knew that experience, for one
of their nunber wote, "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat

down, yea, we wept, when we renenbered Zion" (Ps. 137:1). To

live with past failures is a cross too heavy to be carried. The Lord
knew about Peter's failure even before it happened, but that know -
edge never inpaired Hs |ove for the over-confident follower. In-
stead of criticizing Peter, Jesus prayed for him

God's Desire |I's Mrre Inportant Than Qur Distress

In his distress, Peter probably believed his mnistry had ended
when it was only beginning. The Lord knew his prayer would be
answered and nmentioned Sinmon's future mnistry. "Wen thou art
converted [turned back again], strengthen thy brethren." Sonetinmes
it isdifficult to forgive ourselves. Neverthel ess, nothing should ever
prevent our obedience to the Lord's call for reconsecration. After
the resurrection of Jesus, an angel comr ssioned Mary sayi ng, "But
go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you
into Galilee: there shall ye see him' (Mark 16:7). It seens the
despondent disciple had no intention of returning, and it becane
necessary for the Lord to go in search of his follower (see Luke
24:34). Has He been searching for us?

God' s Forgiveness |Is Mire Attractive Than Qur Failure

It would have been a tragedy if Peter had refused to respond to
the entreaties of his Master. If he had stayed away, who woul d have
been God's spokesnman on the Day of Pentecost? Thousands of
listeners praised the Lord when they heard the good news fromthe
lips of the man who had failed badly. To dwell upon forner failure
is distressing. To persist in doing so can easily becone sinful -
especially when the Lord continues to call for the renewal of one's
VOWS.

Jonah nade a m stake, but he recovered and returned. Sinon
Peter made a m stake, but he also atoned for his failure. John Mark
left his colleagues, but he al so recovered and served Christ faithful-
ly. If we feel ashaned of former failure, we should remenber m s-
takes nmay becone stepping stones to greater heights of achievenent.
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WHEN YOU FEEL UNWORTHY, REMEMBER
VWHAT PAUL SAID IN 1 TIMOTHY 1:15

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chri st

Jesus cane into the world to save sinners; of whom | am chief"

A man who is conpletely satisfied and wi thout ambition has
outlived his useful ness. When conpl acency continues, challenge
| oses its power. Sonetinmes failure is the source of deternmination to
try again. Wien Paul in his prison in Rone reviewed his life, he
concl uded he was the chief of sinners, but he was mstaken in his
deduction. Every sincere Christian would question his statenent,
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sayi ng, "He never knew ne!"

A Definite M stake

Paul was not the chief of sinners, but he thought he was! Two
statenents sunmarize the life of the apostle. Witing to arrogant
people in the Philippian church, he expressed the conviction that he
had reason to boast nore than any of his readers. Yet he regarded
hi s achi evenents as refuse. He stated the astoni shing fact that as
"touching the righteousness which is in the law, [I was] bl anel ess"
(Phil. 3:6). It seens evident that he was one of the best people on
earth. Later in his Iife he explained that what had been done, was
done "ignorantly, in unbelief' (1 Tim 1:13).

When he becanme a Christian, his life was conpl etely changed,
and thereafter he strove continually to have "a consci ence void of
of fense" (Acts 24:16). A nan with those qualifications could never
be the chief of sinners. Neverthel ess, Paul believed he was and did
not hesitate to claimthat dubious distinction. He was approaching
the Light of the Wrld, and in that radiance it was easy to see the
bl emi shes on his record. A nman in total darkness sees not hi ng!

A Different Message

Paul believed the CGospel to be unique! Oher nmessages were
bei ng preached, but only the nmessage of Christ was "a faithfu
saying and worthy of all acceptation.” The Ronans taught that
m ght was right, but they left slaves in chains. They believed their
enperor was a god, but his conduct was a source of horror. The
Sadducees believed death was the end of existence. Wen they
di ed, they died as dogs and had no hope of anything eternal. The
Phari sees believed in survival and clainmed it depended on personal
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merit. They created innunerable | aws which enslaved nen. The

Greeks worshi ped nany gods but were never sure of anything. That
was the reason why Paul at Mars Hill in Athens drew attention to an
altar erected to THE UNKNOWN GOD. The At heni ans were never

sure if a forgotten god mi ght be offended, and they becane prey to
their own fear. None of those nessages nmet the need of the hunan
heart, and consequently Paul affirned that only the CGospel was "a
fai thful nessage worthy of acceptation.” It offered a nmessage not
found in the religious cults of his generation.

A Delightful M ssion

"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners."” The Lord was
not a political hero who had risen fromanong nen. He had de-
scended from heaven where He had been the King of the angels. He
canme! That signified pre-existence and a definite act of H s own
volition. He chose to conme to earth. Three facts appear to be obvi-
ous: (1) Christ's purpose-He cane. (2) Christ's patience-He en-
dured. (3) Christ 5 power-He rose again to conplete H's
assignment. The Gospel of Christ offered, above all else, assurance
of sins forgiven, continuing help through life, and an abundant en-
trance into a life which had no end (see 2 Peter 1:11).

No other nessage could relate to the pronises of God. Pau
woul d have agreed with the poet who wote, "Jesus is all we need.”
If for no other reason, the nessage of Christ was worthy of al
acceptation. There was no | onger a reason for any person to rest
upon his or her questionable worthiness; everyone could depend
upon the finished work of the Son of GCod.

A Dependabl e Chri st
Wien Paul wrote his letters to Tinothy, he was a prisoner in
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Rome either in a cell or in his own rented house (see Acts 28:30).
Behind himlay a lifetine of valiant service. He had endured nany
difficulties and had suffered as rmuch as any other Christian. H's
testinmony to the faithful ness of God never wavered. Hi s fellowship
with Christ renmai ned unbroken.

Cbeying the command to take the Gospel to the Gentiles, Pau
evangel i zed the world of his time within a few years. He preached
to all types of people, but the strength of his nministry was the
abi di ng presence of the risen Christ. H's conduct reflected the high
standards of spiritual norality set forth in his doctrines. He lived an
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exenplary life and was able to wite, "Howbeit for this cause

obtained nercy, that in ne first Jesus Christ mght shew forth al
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe

on himto life everlasting” (1 Tim 1:16). It is far better to say you
are the greatest sinner than to believe you are the greatest saint.
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