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31: 34

"I will forgive their iniquity, and I will renenber their sin no nore."

A guilty conscience is a terrible conpani on whose voi ce cannot
be silenced. Its owner nmay try to quiet the naggi ng accusati ons, but
frombeginning to end the effort is useless. Sleep becones el usive,
and ni ghts appear to be endl ess when a troubled soul westles with
probl ems of guilt.

I knew a Christian | ady who suffered nental anguish because of
her inability to forget what she had done in her youth. She believed
in the Savior and rejoiced in the greatness of Hi s salvation, but each
ti me she renenbered deeds perforned in earlier years, she was
overwhel med by renorse. One day another |lady said "There is no
need to worry about those sins. God has blotted themout." Her
reply was instantaneous, "Ch no, those sins will never be forgiven,
nor forgotten-never!" Unfortunately, that troubled woman never
i ntended to forgive herself.

Nevert hel ess, the pronise made by God to His people will never
change. "I will forgive their iniquity, and | will renmenber their sin
no nore." Wien CGod forgives, He forgets! If the Lord has buried
our sins, we should never dig themup again.

The G eatness of His Prom se

This promise was given to the Hebrew nation, and it supplied an
insight into the nature of the Al m ghty. The prophet M cab wote,
"Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth
by the transgression of the remmant of his heritage? he retai neth not
his anger for ever, because he delighteth in nmercy" (Mc. 7:18).
I srael had conmmitted nany abom nable errors, but there were no
restrictive limts to the nercy of the Lord. There were no strings
attached when He said" "I will renenber their sin no nore.”

Since God has pronised to forget our nistakes, we should use
our failures as stepping stones to greater heights of efficiency. Si-
non Peter turned the nightrmare of an agoni zing defeat into the
glorious triunmph of a personal Pentecost.

The Guarantee of Hi s Prom se
Jeremi ah wote, "Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for
a light by day, and the ordi nances of the noon and of the stars for
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a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof
roar; . . . if those ordinances depart frombefore ne, saith the
Lord, then the seed of Israel also shall cease frombeing a nation
before ne for ever" (Jer. 31:35-37). God holds the firmanment in

H s hands, and the sane sun and noon whi ch shone upon Adam

and Eve continue to shine upon us. These features have renai ned
fromthe beginning of tine and will continue to do so. The prom
ises of God are equally reliable. They cannot fail, and that neans
our sins can never be resurrected.

The d adness of His Pronise
Per haps David had simlar thoughts when he wote the fourth
psal m "Thou hast enlarged nme when | was in distress; have nercy

upon ne and hear ny prayer... Thou hast put gladness in my heart
.. I will both lay me down in peace and sleep: for thou, Lord, only
mekest ne dwell in safety"” (vv. 1, 7,8). The sweet singer of Israe

of ten di sappoi nted God, but the conpassion of the Lord never failed.
When David repented of his sins, he was graciously forgiven,
and this realization thrilled his soul. He had gl adness in his heart,
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peace in his nind, and restful sleep throughout his nights. Hs wit-
ings reveal the peace of a contented soul. He did not |ie awake at
ni ght worryi ng about what night have been. The God who hel d the
uni verse held him He was safe.

Christians shoul d never be tornented by troubl esome nmenori es.
John said" "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us fromall unrighteousness” (1 John
1:9). And in the sane chapter he wote, "And these things wite we
unto you, that your joy may be full" (1 John 1:4). It is inpossible
for a Christian to be filled with gladness when he is haunted by
nmenories of former indiscretions. In Horatio Spafford' s well-known
wor ds:

My sin - O the bliss of this glorious thought-
My sin, not in part, but the whole,

Is nailed to Hs Cross, and | bear it no nore:
Prai se the Lord, praise the Lord, 0 ny soul
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VWHEN YOU FEEL LI KE QUI TTI NG REMEMBER
PAUL, DEMAS, AND REVELATION 2:10

"Be thou faithful unto death and | will give thee a crown of life."

This is an age of "drop-outs," that has brought nothing new to
our world. Viewers of television prograns are accustoned to com
nmercials that warn students agai nst dropping out of school, stating
that better jobs and brighter futures await graduates frominstitu-
tions of learning. The Bible also warns peopl e against sinilar dan-
gers that await those who forget and forsake their religious
conmmitnents. Initial enthusiasmfor Christ and H s kingdomis of
little value if a person forsakes the cause he or she once chanpi -
oned. If the Christian life is conpared with a race, then the athlete
must renenber the finish line is not hal fway down the course. A
runner who desires a trophy nust continue-to the end!

Paul probably considered these facts when, sitting in his prison at
Rome, he thought of his former conpanion, Denas. Regretfully,
the apostle wote to Tinothy, saying, "Denas hath forsaken ne,
having loved this present world" (2 Tim 4:10). It is not known
what becane of the young backslider, but there is reason to believe
that later he wi shed he had been a wiser man. It is challenging to
read the words of the Lord spoken to the church at Snyrna, "Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of [ife"
(Rev. 2:10). The Christian experience nay be sumrari zed under
three words: commenci ng, continuing, and conquering. Unless
the first is followed by the second, sonething precious is |ost.

Evidently Paul's young conpani on had made a conmitnment to
Christ; otherw se he would not have been with the apostle in Rone.
H s subsequent experience may be considered under four words: his
delight, distraction, departure, and di sappearance. Paul had sone
know edge of each of these phases in the |life of his young hel per
Did Denas quit because of the difficult circunmstances that sur-
rounded hi n? Was he di sappoi nted and di sill usi oned when things
continued to deteriorate? Was he afraid of the future, or fascinated
by the night Iife of Rone? Wien Demas forsook Paul, he wal ked
into eternal obscurity. If he lived to be an old nan, he was probably
di smayed with his nmenories. He |l ost his contentnment and his crown
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and becane a drop-out fromthe greatest enterprise in the world.

Per haps Paul was thinking of this when he wote, "I have fought a
good fight, | have finished ny course, | have kept the faith. Hence
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forth there is laid up for ne a crown (2 Tim4:7-8). The apostle
made ni stakes, but fromthe day he nmet the Lord outside of Damas-
cus until he met H magain in heaven, Paul never faltered. Maybe he
woul d have appreciated the noral of the little poem

Two frogs fell into a deep cream bow ;

One was an optimstic soul

But the other took the gloony view,

"We shall drown!" he cried w thout adieu

So with a |l ast despairing cry,

He flung up his legs and said, "Goodbye!"

Quote the other frog with a merry grin,

"I can't get out, but I won't give in;

"'l swimaround "til my strength is spent,

Then will | die the nore content."

Bravely he swam'til it would seem

Hi s struggl es began to chumthe cream

On the top of the butter at |ast he stopped,

And out of the bowl he gaily hopped.

What is the noral? It's easily found,

If you can't hop out, keep swi mr ng around!
Aut hor Unknown

I f dianonds coul d speak they night conplain of harsh treat-
ment received during their preparation to becone finished gens.
There is a great difference between the stone found in the nines
and the jewel of exquisite beauty placed in a royal crown. There
is an even greater difference between the rough, unlovely sinner
and the finished product nentioned by John. The apostle wote,
"Bel oved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him for we shall see himas he is" (1 John 3:2). If a
di anond had the capability of dismissing its polisher, it would
ruin the best plans ever conceived. That is true of any Christian
who quits in the mdst of God' s redeening operation. The Bible
says, "Be ye stedfast, unnoveabl e, always abounding in the work
of the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). Never give up
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WHEN YOQU FEEL LIKE YOUR SHI P
I'S SI NKING REMEMBER ACTS 27: 24

"Fear not, Paul; thou nust be brought before Caesar: and,
o, God hath given thee all themthat sail with thee."
During the early nonths of 1941, ny wife and | were traveling in
t he upper part of the Amazon River. One day, with other tourists, we
visited an Indian village. Wien we left the elegant cruise ship to step
into the jungle, we entered another world! Some of the |ocal people
were very primtive. Their huts were crude, and the forests reached
the water's edge. The arrival of such a large ship had caused great
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excitenent It provided the [ocal people with the opportunity to sel
their curios. Two of our party saw a honenade boat, and wanted to
have their photograph taken sitting in it. They gave their canera to
anot her visitor and asked if he would take their picture. Al the people
standi ng near were intent on watching the operation as be said, "Snile,"
but no one noticed the boat was sinking. Wthin mnutes ny friends
were sitting in the Anmazon R ver. Everybody | aughed except the pair
in the boat whose ent husi asm had been danpened!

Paul had a simlar experience, but for himthe event was not a
cause for hunor. It was terrifying. H s ship had been battered by a
great storm and his prayers had apparently been in vain. The pros-
pect of an early death was very real. Luke, the physician traveling
with the apostle, wote, "And we being exceedingly tossed with a
tenpest, the next day they lightened the ship. And the third day we
cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship. And when
nei ther sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no snall tenpest
lay on us, all hope that we should be saved was then taken away
(Acts 27:18-20).

Am d such frightening circunstances, Paul's attitude shone |ike
a beam froma |ighthouse. For all who fear their ship is sinking,
Luke's account offers help.

An Unfi ni shed Task

CGod said, "Fear not, thou nust be brought before Caesar." As
long as a man's life is in alignnent with the will of CGod, it is
i npossible for himto die until God takes him If his ship sinks, he
can only fall into the everlasting arnms of God's tenderness. Many
people live as prodigals and only renenber God in tinmes of acute
adversity. It was not desperation that encouraged Paul to pray. It
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was total dependence upon his Heavenly Father. Hi s perfect |ove
for the Lord cast out the fear of inmnent death.

An Unwavering Trust

An elderly lady in the Hi ghlands of Scotland said, "If you thatch
your house in the sunmer, you need not fear the winter." There is a
great difference between trust and terror. \Wen confronted by the
same storm the other passengers on Paul's ship becane desperately
afraid. They had no i dea what needed to be done and no Savi or
fromwhomto seek help. On the contrary, Paul spent tinme in the
presence of God. He who often visits the nmercy seat can find the
way there even in the dark! The apostle knew circunstances could
never change the conpassi on of God. Paul believed the Lord held
the oceans in His hand. If God pernitted the ship to sink, He could
meke even that catastrophe provide for the welfare of Hi s children

An Unexpect ed Thought

The apostle said to his conpani ons, "Howbeit we nust be cast
upon a certain island® (Acts 27:26). He discovered that even in the
m dst of the terrible storm God was fulfilling H s purpose. The
entire tenpest was only a part of a greater plan to reach people with
the CGospel. As far as Paul was concerned all things were ordered by
the Alm ghty, and since He was directing the operation, the future
of the sailors was assured. He did not see the threatening cloud but
rather the silver edges around it-sure evidence the sun was stil
shi ni ng.

An Unmi st akabl e Tri unph
When Paul said to his shipmates, "Wierefore, sirs, be of good
cheer, for | believe God, that it shall be even as it was told nme," he
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exhibited unlinmted faith (Acts 27:25). This explains the remarkable
ef fect upon his conpanions. "Then were they all of good cheer™
(Acts 27:36).

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The cl ouds ye so nuch dread

"Are big with nercy and will break

In blessing on your heart.
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VWHEN YOUR SPI RI TUAL ENTHUSI ASM
'S WANI NG REMEMBER PSALM 39: 3

"While | was nusing the fire burned."”

Sol omon was a king to whom God gave great wi sdom He asked,

"Can a nman take fire in his bosom and his clothes not be burned?"
(Prov. 6:27). His question was nost |ikely based on personal expe-
rience. When he considered the worship of God, fires of devotion
burned within his soul, and his outward appearance reflected the
glory of God. When he considered the carnal pleasures of self-

i ndul gence, his ideas led to illicit associations with foreign wonen,
and lust destroyed his soul. Mdern techniques fight fire with fire.
Firenen deliberately light fires ahead of the main blaze so that the
dry bush will not supply fuel for the approaching inferno.

Illicit thoughts within the mnd, if unchecked, |ead to destruction
The only effective preventative is to kindle holy fires which renove
potential hazards. David apparently knew this also for he wote,
"While | was nusing the fire burned." Wen his nind was filled
with thoughts of God, his soul was delivered fromtenptation. Per-
haps Paul expressed the sane truth when he urged the Christians in
Ephesus to wear "a hel met of salvation" (Eph. 6:17).

David... Who Conproni sed

"And it cane to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose fromoff his
bed' and wal ked upon the roof of the king's house: and . . . saw a
woman washi ng hersel f; and the woman was very beautiful to | ook
upon. And David sent and inquired after the woman" (2 Sam 11: 2-3).
The night was still and serene, but the king's heart was poundi ng! The
day had been hot and stifling, and vainly seeking rest, David had |ain
upon his bed. The afternoon seened endl ess, but when the evening
breezes offered respite fromthe oppressive conditions, the king wal ked
on the roof of his palace.

Suddenly, he saw a very beautiful lady, and his heart seened to
mss a beat. Wthin the seclusion of her protected garden, Bathsheba
was bat hing, She also had suffered fromthe distressing heat of that
eastern day. Believing herself safe fromthe attention of neighbors,
t he wonan washed her perspiring body, conpletely unaware of
David's watchful eyes. She could not have known at that nonment the
evil kindling a fire in the king's heart. Had he extinguished the initial
spark, an inferno would have been prevented.
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Saul ... Who Col | apsed
He was mad and determnmi ned! Saul was convinced the Christians
were undermning the faith of the fathers, and their irresponsibility
had to be checked. Wile "he nmused on these things, the fire burned
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within him™"

"And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and sl aughter agai nst
the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of
himletters to Danascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of
this way, whether they were nmen or wonen, he nmight bring them
bound unto Jerusalent (Acts 9:1-2). It was said of this man that
"he nade havock of the church" (Acts 8:3).

The word transl ated "havoc" is "elumaineto” which was often used
to describe the work of a wild pig, whose snout literally tore up
young plants in a vineyard. Saul of Tarsus, driven nercilessly by a
troubl ed consci ence, resenbled an ani mal destroying God's garden
Rel entl essly he went from house to house seeking Christians whom
he threw into prison. Wiwo woul d have thought that during this
onsl aught on the church, God was watchi ng, waiting, and perhaps
smling? Saul was a large fish which the Spirit of God had hooked.

Knowi ng t hat sonething strange was happeni ng, Saul resisted
fiercely. He would never surrender! He would fight to the end. Yet
God was holding the line, and the end was never in doubt (fromthe
aut hor's comentary, The Amazing Acts, page 117. Published by
Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, Mchigan). God was |ighting
another fire to extinguish the first.

St ephen. .. Who Conquered

St ephen supplied the greatest exanple of this attractive truth. It
has been said that prevention is better than any cure. There were
numer ous reasons why Stephen m ght have been filled with ani -
nosity, jealousy and frustration. He was one of the greatest preach-
ers in the early church but was relegated to delivering aid to
conpl ai ning wi dows. He m ght have been one of the greatest evan-
gelists but becane the first martyr.

He coul d have detested his persecutors but instead prayed for
their forgiveness. It seens the only fire within his soul was kindled
by God. Wile Stephen nmused, the fire burned, and in its glow, he
saw "the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of
God" (Acts 7:55). Wen your spiritual enthusiasmis wani ng-
stop, think, and kindle a fire of spiritual passion
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