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THE WEALTHY CHURCH ... that went bankrupt
(Revel ation 3:14, 22)

When a weal thy man becones insolvent there is sone-
thing radically wong either in his soul or in his business.
If his material possessions cannot prevent disaster, noral
weakness in his life has created problens too great to be
sol ved by noney. |If his business be based on unsound
principles. virtue and sincerity will be unequal to the task
of satisfying creditors. The Church of the Laodi ceans pro-
vides a striking exanple of a bankrupt assenbly. They had
a great bank bal ance, but an enpty prayer room They had
many soci al connections, but no sincere converts. They
found it easy to obtain phenonenal collections, but tears
were unknown. |t was a popular social club with a religious
flavour about its proceedi ngs, and never a birthplace for
souls. And it was to this Church that the Lord Jesus sent
Hi s chal | engi ng nessage: "Behold, | stand at the door
and knock .

It is possible to be very religious and not be a Christian
This sinple fact explains why Christ said, "Behold, |
stand at the door, and knock." We nust never forget this
letter was sent to a Church. The Lord declared, "Thou
sayest, | amrich, and increased with goods. and have need
of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wetched. and
m serabl e. and poor, and blind, and naked." This was the
Church that possessed everything and enj oyed not hi ng.
Their acts of worship were fornmalities; their sernons were
essays neant to please; their prayers were beautifully
phrased utterances that charned the |isteners but never
reached the heart of God. They had a form of godliness,
but no living Christ who breathed peace into troubled
hearts.

It is not possible to be | ukewarm and not to be in danger

It is worthy of note that these people were not "cold."
Had t hey been conpletely cold, the nessage delivered to
t hem mi ght have been somewhat different. They were
nei ther hot nor cold. They occupied a position about half-
way between the two extrenmes. They were sufficiently warm
to go to church; and sufficiently cold to keep Christ outside
the door. To these people Jesus said, "I will spue thee out
of nmy mouth.” The nost difficult people to reach with the
Gospel are the nen and wormen who respectably occupy the
m ddl e position. To the arrogant sinner they say, "You
shoul d be a better nan"; to the Christian they say, "You
are too narrowninded."” They have sufficient vision to
recogni se their own inportance, but are too blind to see
their own nakedness. Such people inevitably stand in great
danger.

It is not possible for Christ to enter a man's |ife without
the man's perm ssion
' The hunman heart is a tenple, of which man is the
custodian. It is a strange thing that the Maker of heaven
and earth can be easily frustrated by the cl osed door of
a human sanctuary. This explains why the Lord Jesus
found it necessary to ask adnmittance to the innpost shrine
of the Laodi cean Church. It explains also why the sane
state of affairs exists throughout the world. Christ respects
the free will of man. He may so easily control the storm
on Galilee's lake; He may instantly expel denmons from
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their place of abode; He nmight seem capabl e of performing
the inpossible: yet when He conmes to the human thres-
hol d, He can only knock and ask the tenant to draw back
the bolts.

It is not possible to have Christ within and be bankrupt
Language is i nadequate to express the wonder of H's

promse, "I will conme into him and will sup with him

and he with me." The Saviour always left a place richer
than when He entered. H's nessage to this disappointing
church spoke of "gold tried in the fire . . . white rainment
that thou nayest be clothed . . . eyesalve that thou mayest
see." No nman can be poor when Christ dwells within his
heart. Al the prom ses of God are "yea and amen" in the
Lord Jesus; and if He be ny constant conpanion, | have
access to the unlimted wealth of eternal banks. It is a
cause for great amazenent that such a wealthy Saviour
shoul d seek a honme in a sinner's heart. It is even nore
surprising that sone hearts are | ocked against Hm The
poor Laodi ceans went bankrupt, and they had no excuse.
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