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THE SILENCE OF CHRI ST ... which preached to a world
(MATTHEW 15: 21-23)

"Never man spake like this man" was one of the npst
striking things ever uttered concerning Christ ; and the hel p-
| essness of the officers who were sent to arrest the Lord Jesus,
ably endorsed their verdict. Wrds of profound wi sdom fel
fromthe Teacher's lips, and it was said that He spoke as one
havi ng authority and not as the scribes. Eloquence and w s-
dom sinplicity and profundity, clarity of thought, directness
of approach, tenderness and fearlessness all conbined to
place Hmin a class of Hs own. Yet in strange contrast was
t he astounding fact that sonetinmes Hs silence was nore
effective than H's sernons. Oten when circunstances de-
manded an oration, He calmy considered the natter and
then refused to speak

He was silent when we woul d expect Hmto answer prayer
"And behol d, a woman of Canaan canme out of the same
coasts, and cried unto him saying, Have nercy on nme, O
Lord, thou son of David ; ny daughter is grievously vexed
with a devil. But he answered her not a word." This action
was apparently inexplicable, but it brought the very best out
of the woman's soul. Her faith was tried, and ultimtely
she went away a better wonan. If the Lord imediately and
uncondi tionally answered every prayer, nore harmthan good
woul d result. Sonetines He acconplishes nost by refusing
to grant our desires. (See Bible Caneos, p. 91.)

He was silent when we would expect Hmlo defend a woman
(John 8:6)

When the enenies of Christ brought to H mthe woman

taken in adultery, they said, " Mster, this woman was taken
in adultery, in the very act. Now Mses in the | aw com
manded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?

This they said, tenpting him that they m ght have to accuse
him But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wote on

the ground, as though he heard themnot . . . ... And we
know now that Hi s silence delivered Hmfroma foul plot.
(See Bible Caneos, p. 137.) Wrds spoken in haste are often
repented at leisure, and very frequently it is the still tongue

that makes a wi se head. The Master's silence enabled Hm

to consider the grave issues at stake ; and when at length He

answered His critics, H's words exhibited great wisdom His

was the nost el oquent silence ever known.

He was silent when we would expect Hmto continue

preachi ng (John 4:1-3)
"When therefore the Lord knew how the Phari sees had

heard that Jesus nade and bapti zed nore disciples than John
. He I eft Judea, and departed again into Galilee." There
is reason to believe that this was one of the npbst suggestive
of all His actions. Wien the blessing of God was falling in
i ncreasi ng neasure, when people were responding to the cal
of the Gospel, when revival knocked at the door, He quietly
wi t hdrew fromthe scene and all owed John Baptist to con-
tinue the great work. He knew that the enem es were begin-
ning to conpare the two canps, and soon their evil tongues
woul d be saying that rivalry exi sted between Christ and H s
forerunner. Before they had the chance to begin, the Lord
graciously went to another district.

He was silent when we woul d expect Hmto defend Hinself
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THE SILENCE OF CHRIST ... which preached to a world

(Matt. 27:12-14)

And when he was accused of the chief priests and el ders,

he answered not hing. Then said Pilate unto him Hearest
thou not how many things they w tness agai nst thee? And

he answered himto never a word-, insormuch that the

governor marvelled greatly.” (i) Christ was- careful not to
make others sin. (ii) He was patient in bearing reproach
(iii) He was willing to endure all things-even a cross-if by
so doing He could honor God and help H's fellow nmen.
What woul d we have done in simlar circunstances? Pilate

mar vel | ed-and probably all heaven marvelled with him

He was silent when facing a guilty soul (Luke 23: 8, 9)

" And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for

he was desirous to see himof a |long season, because he had
heard many things of him and he hoped to have seen sone
mracle done by him Then he questioned himin nany words;
but he answered himnothing.” And thereby hangs a tale-a
tale of tragedy and sin. God once declared: " My Spirit
shall not always strive with man,"” and Herod provi ded the

i nfanous exanple of this fact. He had nurdered John
Baptist, and had thereby sealed his destiny. Even the great
| over of souls had no word of rebuke, of |ove, or even of
advice. He let himdie. " He answered hi mnothing," and that
silence preached a sernon which still echoes around the
wor | d.
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