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THE SAVI OR WHO DI DN' T SEEM TO CARE

And when even was cone.. . he saw themtoiling in rowi ng; for the

wi nd was contrary unto them and about the fourth watch of the night
he cometh unto them_ wal king upon the sea, and would have passed

by them (Mark 6.47A48)

Patience is one of the nost desirable assets known to the human
race. Unfortunately, nost people do not possess it. |npetuous and
demandi ng, people want things to happen quickly. Paul Lee Tan, in
hi s inval uabl e book of illustrations, tells the story of a mssion board
that met in 1853 to discuss the closing of a station in Ongole, India.
The mnistry there had not been too productive for over a period of
fifteen years: only ten natives had been won for Christ. Those conprised
the conpl ete nmenbership of the Ongole church, which was called "The
Lone Star" of India. The directors believed their noney woul d be used
nore efficiently el sewhere

Sarmmuel Smith, a nenber of the board wote a few |lines of poetry
that he read at the neeting:

Shine on, Lone Star, in grief or tears,
And sad reverses all baptised:

Shine on am d thy founder's tears

Lone stars in Heaven are not despi sed.

Havi ng appreciated Smth's sentinments, the nmenbers deci ded
unani nously to continue the work. Thirty years later that sane church
had grown to fifteen thousand nenbers. |npatience m ght have
prevented a gl orious expansion of the kingdomof God in India. Jesus
al so was a visionary who | ooked beyond di sappointnents to ultinmate
triunphs. He was exceptionally wise in all H's words and deeds, but
occasionally it was difficult to understand what He was contenpl ati ng.
Christ was an exception to the oft-repeated |ines:
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Patience is a virtue;
Possess it if you can

It is seldomfound in wonen,
And never in a nman

The Strange Persuasion... Directing

The beach was crowded with weary people who shoul d have been
at honme. They were tired but excited for they had seen Jesus feeding
t housands of hungry people with five | oaves and two fishes. A snal
boy's lunch had been used to provide a banquet. But night was
approaching; children should be in their beds, and even parents needed
rest. The disciples vainly tried to disperse the crowds, but the people
wondered if the Lord would performother miracles and did not w sh
to m ss anything.

Jesus realized the difficulty of the situation, "And strai ghtway he
constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side
before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people" (Mark 6:45).
Evidently the disciples were unwilling to go, assuring the Master they
were quite capable of dispersing the crowd. Their reluctance to obey
the conmand of the Lord becanme evident when He firmy told themto
| eave. He constrained them H s command was insistent and
conmpelling: "Please get into that boat, and | eave the rest to ne. | can
manage this probl emAGO ™

They were standing on the beach not far from Capernaum which
was situated at the north end of the Sea of Galilee. Bethsaida was
directly across the | ake. Probably the |arge audi ence had conme from
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all the cities in the area. It was possible to wal k around the north shore
where boats were not needed. Jesus knew that if the disciples left the
vicinity and He went into the nountain, the crowds woul d di sperse and
not reappear until the next day. When the disciples began their journey
over the water, the Savior did as He had pronised, but there was a new
gl eam of excitenment in His eyes. He was about to perform an even
greater mracle than the feeding of the thousands.

Slowy He clinbed the nountain, but Hs thoughts were with the
nmen in the ship. He knew that a great storm was approaching, and
desired the disciples to be on the |ake before it comenced. Experienced
fishermen woul d never launch a boat into the teeth of a gale. The Lord
snmiled. He had succeeded in dispatching H s friends; the waves had
not yet started to batter the shoreline.
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The Serious Plight ... Disturbing

"And when even was conme [6P.M], the ship was in the mdst of the
sea, and he alone on the land. And he saw themtoiling in rowi ng; for
the wind was contrary unto them" It had happened: terrifying w nds
had rushed down the ravines, the water in the | ake seened to be boiling,
and only frenzied efforts prevented the ship fromcapsizing. It was
per pl exi ng! The disciples |oved and trusted their Master, but sone of
H s actions baffled them As they struggled to control their boat, they
remenbered that Jesus had sent themon this voyage. H s notives were
hard to understand. Wiy had He done this when a terrific stormwas
approaching. They frowned; it did not nmake sense! Mark said, "And
about the fourth watch of the night [3 AM] he coneth unto them
wal ki ng on the sea, and woul d have passed by them™" The tine
difference is intriguing. He saw them struggling at sunset but He did
not go to their assistance until 3 AM That supplied a tinme | apse of about
ni ne hours, during which the Savior allowed His friends to fight for
their lives. Wiy did Jesus wait so |ong before going to help His friends?
That type of question has been asked throughout the centuries.

This strange story relates to every Christian whose |ife sonetinmes
resenbles the Sea of Galilee. At one tine or another, all believers
wonder why God noves so slowy. Does God care when He permts
many of H's children to struggle for weeks, nonths, and even years in
storms they cannot control? It would be refreshing if the Lord answered
prayers nore quickly. People | aughed in one of ny services when
asked: "Have you ever wanted to get behind the Lord and give Hma
push?" Some people believe they could set a city on fire while God is
| ooking for a match. The poet wrote,

CGod noves in a mysterious way;

H s wonders to perform

He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm

Those words witten by WIIliam Cowper are entranci ng, but
occasionally are unattractive and frustrating. Everybody knows that
God can still stornms, but why does He del ay doing so? To the desperate
men on the | ake, those nine hours were a lifetinme! Evidently, Jesus knew
what was to happen and used the circunstances to deepen the faith of
the nen He |l oved and trusted. Those weary fishernen cane ashore
wi ser and better nen than they were when they conmmenced their
j our ney.
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It mght also be clainmed that since He apparently ignored their
pli ght A"he woul d have passed by them AHe desired to hear their
appeal for help. They "cried out.. . and were troubled. And i mediately
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he talked with them and saith unto them Be of good cheer: it is I; be
not afraid" (vv. 49A50). That was a very long and stormy night. The
terrible experience not only lasted until nidnight, it extended through
the early hours of the norning. Wien the wi nds ceased and t he waves
di sappeared, those wet, shivering fishermen sat in their boat and stared
in amazenment: "Then they that were in the ship cane and worshi pped
him saying, O a truth thou art the Son of God" (Matt. 14:3 3).

That stirring account hel ps every person whose turbulent life
resenbles the Sea of Galilee. At one tine or another every Christian
has asked why it takes the Lord so long to answer prayer. Faith is often
born in a storm Utimtely, the disciples said, "OF a truth thou art the
Son of God." It took strong winds and threatening waves to produce
that glorious testinmony. They woul d not have | earned this | esson had
they stayed all night close to a fire in a | ake-side cottage.

The Strange Patience ... Del ayi ng

Wiy did the Savior wait so | ong before commrencing Hi s rescue
effort? Evidently He was aware what woul d happen before the incident
ended. Yet to watch beloved friends fighting for their lives and to del ay
hel pi ng them needs an expl anati on

Was Christ trying to instruct then? They were experienced
fi shernmen who had weat hered many storns; this was not the first tine
their lives had been in jeopardy. They were self-reliant, confident, and
skilled in their profession. Yet they had to be remi nded that in the nost
i mportant natters of life they urgently needed Chri st Athey were unabl e
to save thenselves. That indisputable fact was to becone the basic
nmessage in the gospel to be proclaimed to the nations. M nor probl ens
m ght be solved, but in the inportant nmatter of survival, sinners would
need the assistance of the Savior.

Was Christ trying to encourage persistence? Wien difficulties
appear to be overwhel ming, many people | ose hope and abandon their
efforts. Sometinmes God appears to arrive |ateAbut He is never too |ate
to help His children. It took nine hours for Jesus to reach that sinking
boat, when the journey of two or three mles mght have been conpl eted
in an hour, or perhaps even in five seconds! (see Acts 8:39A40).

Was Christ trying to open their eyes? The disciples had al ready spent
much tine with the Lord, seen mani festations of niracul ous power,
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and listened to speculations concerning His identity. They knew H m
to be a faithful friend, an expert teacher, and secretly hoped He would
be the Messiah. Neverthel ess, their spiritual education was far from
conpl ete. Their perception had been limted through lack of faith and
forgetful ness. The questioning world of the future would need greater
truth than they already possessed. The preachers woul d need to know
who He was and gi ve reasonabl e expl anations for events that, at first
sight, appeared to be tragic. They had to be sure He was the Son of
God, who, had He desired, could have obliterated Hi s enenies.
Education is a slow process, but students in CGod' s acadeny never
graduate until they can exclaim ""O a truth thou art the Son of God"
(Matt. 14:33).

Anot her answer may be the nmost vital of all. Yet its inplications

are far reaching and can only be expressed with reverence and awe.

Did Christ remain to pray in the hillside because that was where the

real victory was won? Were the forces of evil endeavoring to drown

the men who were to becone the | eaders of the Christian church? Satan

was called "the prince of the powers of the air," and many people

beli eve he controls the elenents. Is it possible he was trying to destroy
the church even before its birth?

Christ was a perfect man, but that did not mean He could do
everyt hi ng. He abandoned Hi s robes of royalty to becone a man (Phil.
2:7), but within the limts of hunanity were sonme things beyond H s
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capability? Satan believed this when he tried in vain to persuade the
Lord to junmp fromthe pinnacle of the tenple. If Jesus had yielded to
t hat suggestion, a special niracle would have been necessary to prevent
injury to the Savior's body as it fell upon the rocks beneath the tenple.

It is inmportant to renenber that prior to enmergencies and before
every inportant decision made during the Lord's life, Jesus conmuned
with H's Father. Was this done to receive guidance or obtain strength?
Sorret hi ng necessitated the Lord's praying for nine hours while H's
friends were fighting for their lives. The reason for that prolonged tine
of intercession nust have been very inportant. As a man, was it beyond
the power of Christ to terminate the stormand rescue H's friends? Did
Satan strive in every way possible to prevent that achi evenment? The
same thing happened in the Garden of Gethsenane and at the cross
where Jesus defeated Hi s adversaries. That explanation opens up vast
areas of possibility.

It may never be known whet her any or all of these suggestions had
a part in the nysterious behavior of the Lord. If the true victory were
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won on the nountain, it was to be expected that the cel ebrati ons would
take place on the | ake. People in a stormtossed boat shoul d never
despair; Christ's help may al ready be on its way.

The Superb Power ... Delivering

Many fishernmen are superstitious; when certain things happen on
the first day of a new season, they return to their honmes and begin
fishing the next day. | found this procedure difficult to understand when
| worked in the Shetland Islands. This is the | egacy of generations and
is faithfully preserved, especially in isolated islands. It was not
surprising when the disciples of Jesus junped to the conclusion that a
ghost or spirit was approaching their boat, but it was strange that He
appeared to be ignoring them He did not respond to faith, for they had
none, but when they expressed fear, instantly He was ready to assist.

H s words, "Be of good cheer: it is |; be not afraid," brought peace to
their troubled souls. But why Peter should ask to be invited to wal k

upon the water nmay remain a nystery forever. The man was al ready

very wet; things could hardly get worse! He was not hinself when he

began his exhilarating experience. Later in his lifetine, Peter wal ked
upon many troubl ed seas. Perhaps Jesus was teaching himto know t hat

unl ess he constantly | ooked to his Lord, disaster would be inevitable.
The apostle needed to learn that | esson; he was an expert at getting into
t roubl e!

It was inexplicable; the silence was frightening. Mysteriously the
wi nd had been hushed and the waves were quickly subsiding. Stars were
reappearing in the sky, but it all happened so quickly; it was
unbel i evabl e. Suddenly, the nmen could see the shore where lights were
shining in the honmes of the people. The fishermen | ooked at Jesus who
was hel ping Peter get back into the boat. Their spontaneous cry of faith
was inspiring: "Of a truth thou art the Son of God." Probably the eyes
of the Savior were filled with delight. The miracle on the sea had
acconpl i shed nore than Hi s nmessages in the streets.

"And when they were gone over, they cane unto the | and of
Cennesaret. And when the nmen of that place had know edge of him
they sent out into all that country round about, and brought unto him
all that were diseased; And besought himthat they night only touch
the hem of his garment: and as many as touched were nade perfectly
whol e" (Matt. 14: 34A36).

It was never reveal ed how nany stormtossed souls found peace on
that remarkable visit to Gennesaret. At first the disciples were instructed
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to go before unto Bethsaida, but the storminterfered with that plan
the men canme ashore sone mles to the south. Later, when the
i nhabitants of the district reflected on the events of that day, they had
reason to thank God; the tenpest had brought to them unexpected
visitors. Even storns can be a blessing when they are controlled by
the Creator of the world.
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