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THE SAVI CR AND HOW TO GROW I N H' S GRACE

"But grow in grace, and in the know edge of our Lord and Savi or
Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18).

Ambition is one of the nost conpelling forces in existence.
Webster's Dictionary defines it as "An eager and sonetinmes inordi-
nate desire for sonething, as prefernent, honor, superiority, power,
fame, wealth, etc. The desire to distinguish oneself in sone way." It
is the notivating force which ignores failure, overconmes weakness,
and persists until a desired goal is reached. Ask an athl ete about his
anbition and he will probably express a desire to becone the great-
est in his profession. A politician wistfully dreanms of becom ng the
president of his country. A young bank clerk may wi sh to becone a
successful financier. A nedical student may want to becone a fa-
nmous surgeon with his own hospital. An old Christian was asked
about his greatest desire, and after reflection, he replied, "I have
three great yearnings: to be found in Christ, to be like Christ, and to
be with Christ." Had he given greater consideration to the question
he mi ght have added three others, for the Bible reveals six steps that
|l ead to a gol den throne.

Desiring Christ... Sincerity... An Undeni able Pl ea

"And there were certain Greeks anong themthat came up to
worship at the feast: The same cane therefore to Philip, which was
of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him saying, Sir, we would see
Jesus" (John 12: 20A21). Nothing of spiritual value can be done for
anyone until he becomes aware of his need to neet Christ. God may
supply a banquet, but if the guests refuse to eat what has been
supplied, nothing nore can be done. The Savi or wal ked through the
streets of Jericho, but if the blind beggar had remrmained silent, he
woul d not have received sight. Miltitudes of people attended the
feast at Jerusalem and many night have been interested in neeting
Christ. The Greeks did not wal k aimessly around the streets; they
found a man who could introduce themto Jesus and asked for
assistance. God said, "I love themthat |ove me; and those that seek
me early shall find me" (Prov. 8:17). Solonon realized that know
ing God was of paranount inportance; it was not sonmething to be
post poned until a nmore convenient tine. To find the Lord should be
man's greatest desire. The Greeks who canme to Jerusal em were
consuned with a passionate longing to nmeet the Man from Gal il ee,
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and their eyes shone with pleasure when their dreanms were fulfill ed.
The prospectors who panned for gold in the nmountain streans of
California sel dom abandoned their search for the precious netal.
Wien seekers after Christ exhibit that kind of determ nation, they
succeed. David said, "Blessed are they.. . that seek himwth the
whol e heart" (Ps. 119:2).

In Christ... Salvation... A Unique Position

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
thi ngs are passed away; behold, all things are beconme new' (2 Cor
5:17). It is inportant to know that nmen nmay be attracted to Christ,
may |isten to H's Wrd and even adnmire Hm and yet not be H's
disciples. To belong to a listening audience is one thing, to worship
at Hs feet is another

The term"in Christ" was one of Paul's favorite expressions. The
apostl e probably seldom if ever, asked to what church a believer
bel onged. He taught that fellowship with other Christians was desir-
abl e and spent the greater part of his Iife establishing assenblies
where Christians could worship together. Yet, when he referred to
his associates, he said they were "in Christ." For exanple, he spoke

Page 1



THE SAVI OR AND HOW TO GROW I N HI S GRACE
of "Androni cus and Junia, my kinsnen, and nmy fellow prisoners,
who are of note anobng the apostles, who also were in Christ before
nme" (Rom 16:7). The sane statenent or definition appears in sev-
eral places throughout his epistles. To be "in Christ" neans that H s
presence and power encircle the saint. Sonething has happened.
Those who were outside are now inside! It speaks of identification
Men and wonmen have entered into His grace and fellowship.

Sheep that are within the fold of the shepherd can depend upon his
care; they each belong to the other. To be "in Christ" nmeans acceptance
by Hm He is pleased to be associated with us. Wien Adam accept ed
and put on the garnent of skins which God supplied in the garden of
Eden, human nakedness was covered. Wen believers put on the gar-
ments of salvation (see Isa 61:10), God sees not their insufficiency, but
the righteousness of Christ by which they are clothed. To be "in Christ”
means that God has accepted themas Hs children. H's | ove overshad-
ows their sin; H's grace renoves their shanme. They are in Christ, and
that is a unique position. It is not known whether the G eeks who
sought to see Jesus ever reached this stage on the royal highway to
heaven, but for those who I ove and serve Hm Christ said, "My sheep
hear ny voice, and I know them and they follow ne: And | give unto
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themeternal |life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of ny hand" (John 10: 27A28).

For Christ... Service... An Unashanmed Profession

"And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out
devils in thy name; and we forbad him because he followeth not with
us. And Jesus said unto him Forbid himnot: for he that is not against
us is for us" (Luke 9:49A50). It would be interesting to know nore
about the nysterious man who was rebuked by the Lord' s disciples.
Evidently he had heard the Savior and his |ife had been influenced by
the power of God. He apparently left his occupation to beconme an
evangel i st. For undi scl osed reasons the new preacher chose not to be
identified with the apostles. He decided to be independent, and his
activities caused concern anong the disciples. Wether John becane
jealous of the stranger's success or shocked by his independence is
not known. The apostle and his coll eagues watched the man's ex-
ploits but disliked the fact that he did not belong to their conpany. He
was a stranger who had never been conmi ssioned to evangelize the
villages. They urged himto cease preaching, but it is doubtful that he
obeyed their instructions.

Modem critics would say he did not belong to the authorized
convention! He should remain silent, for the elders' hands had not
been placed upon his head! This was the first appearance of denom -
national superiority anong the followers of Jesus. Unfortunately, it
was not the last. The man was definitely casting out devils; therefore
it must be concluded he was a genui ne exorcist. His success was
achi eved through his faith in the name of Jesus. It is difficult to
beli eve he was trying to increase his popularity or that he suffered
froman inflated ego. Had his notives for service been insincere, the
denons woul d have exposed his hypocrisy (conpare Acts 19: 13A16).

Jesus was not surprised by John's announcenent. He said, "He
that is not against us, is for us." The Lord is far nore inportant than
any group of believers who claimto be associated with H m Unfor-
tunately, prejudice has made it difficult for some people to discern
that fact. When we |love the Lord, we serveAany other course of
action woul d be unpardonabl e.

Through Christ... Success ... An Unlimited Power
"l know both how to be abased, and | know how to abound
every where and in all things | aminstructed both to be full and to
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be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. | can do all things

t hrough Christ which strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:12A13). No person
did nore for the extension of Christ's kingdomthan Paul. Wthin
his Iifetime he evangelized the world of his day, he continued his
work in spite of great hazards, and finally, when he reached jour-
ney's end, he said, "For | amnow ready to be offered, and the tine
of ny departure is at hand. | have fought a good fight, | have
finished my course, | have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up
for nme a crown of righteousness” (2 Tint 4:6A8). Paul desired
others to know that victory cane through Christ; it was not the
result of self-effort, nor because he was too proud to adnit defeat.

The story of Paul's anazing exploits provides exciting reading.
he triunphed where other nmen woul d have failed. He was an untiring
m ssionary who continued his work until he was killed in Ronme. He
refused to quit. Wien difficulties |l ooned as nountai ns ahead, be
ei ther clinbed or went around them but he never turned back. He
had pl aced his hand to the plow and was determi ned to conplete his
God- gi ven task. The reason for his success was explained clearly in
his epistles. He believed the risen Lord lived in the souls of all who
had beconme tenples of the Holy Spirit. Witing to the church in
Corinth, he said, "Know ye not that ye are the tenple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth you?" (1 Cor. 3:16).

Paul believed that when he was united with God's Holy Spirit,
no difficulty was insurnountable and no probleminsoluble. Ccca-
sionally, as in the prison in Jerusalem he becane despondent, but
even there the Lord renewed the prom se that Paul woul d preach
before Caesar (see Acts 23:11). Together they faced every trial
shared each enotion. \Wen Paul sent his nmessage to the church in
Philippi, he enphasized that everything was possible through
Chri st Awho was present with hint Christians should never forget
this inportant fact.

Like Christ... Sanctification... An Unspoiled Purity

"He that saith he abideth in himought hinself so to wal k, even
as he wal ked" (1 John 2:6). "Beloved, now are we the sons of GCod,
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
he shall appear, we shall be like him for we shall see himas he is"
(1 John 3:2).
The followers of Christ were first called disciples. The word, or
nane, was a translation of matheetes which neant a pupil or stu-
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dent. Enmi nent phil osophers wal ked through the countryside, teach-
ing as they went. Their students acconpanied themand |istened to
the lesson as it was given. Simlarly, the disciples of Jesus followed
H m and | earned as they wal ked. Evidently they were attentive
schol ars, for the words of the Savior were reproduced in the Gos-
pel s. John and his coll eagues were called disciples. Wth the pass-
ing of time that word becane unsatisfactory. The |listeners had
becone |i ke their Teacher! This was recognized in the city of Anti-
och. Luke wote, "And the disciples were called Christians first in
Antioch" (Acts 11:26).

As the church grew in grace and size, watching citizens recog-
ni zed the nmenbers were different fromtheir unconverted nei gh-
bors. They lived according to standards of norality undesired by
ot her people. John expressed that fact when he wote, "He that saith
he abideth in him[Christ] ought hinmself also so to walk, even as he
wal ked" (1 John 2:6). Paul expressed a simlar truth when he wote
of growing froma child to becone a mature adult, of desiring the
meat of the word instead of mlk (see Eph. 4:15; 1 Cor. 3:2). Every
Christian should earnestly strive to be like Christ. That goal will
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ultimately be reached, for John wote, "Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know t hat, when he shall appear, we shall be like him for we shal
see himas he is" (1 John 3:2).

The nost effective advertisenment for Christ is a dedicated, sanc-
tified life. The Holy Spirit was sent to the church to transform
sinners into saints. That He succeeded in Antioch becane evident,
for the citizens of that city believed the nane "di sciples"” did not
reflect the character of the people in their mdst. The followers of
Christ had becone |ike their LordAthey were all little Christs 'A
they were Christians. Any believer who has no anbition to emul ate
that exanple is an enignma.

Wth Christ... Serenity... An Unceasing Pl easure

The intensity of Paul's love for Christ may be detected in his
statenent to the church at Philippi. He wote, "For | amin a strait
betw xt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which
is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is nore needful for
you" (Phil. 1:23-24). In spite of blem shes this world is a place no
one wi shes to | eaveAunl ess continui ng pai n has nade exi stence
unbear abl e. No person wants to di eAunl ess sonet hi ng has destroyed

198

the desire to Iive. Paul was a notable exception to that rule. Hs
reasons for wanting to live and continue his service for Christ were
unm st akabl e. Yet when he contrasted the pl easure of serving Christ
on earth and abiding in H's presence in heaven, the apostle knew

whi ch was nore desirable. He could not inmagi ne anything that

woul d supersede the thrill of seeing his Lord and remaining in H's
presence forever. That was the ultinate joy.

Witing to the Thessal oni ans, Paul said, "For the Lord hinself
shal | descend from heaven with a shout with the voice of the arch-
angel, and with the trunp of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: Then we which are alive and renmain shall he caught up togeth-
er with themin the clouds, to nmeet the Lord in the air: and so shal
we ever be with the Lord. Werefore confort one another with
these words" (1 Thess. 4:16-18).

Sormre day ny earthly house will fall,
| cannot tell how soon "twll be;
But this | knowAmy Al in Al

Has now a place in heav'n for ne.

And | shall see Hmface to face,
And tell the storyASaved by grace.
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