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(2 CHRONI CLES 9: 1-12)

The queen of Sheba was one of the npbst gl anorous

figures in the ancient world. The fane of this illustrious
wonan had spread to many countries, for the splendour
of her court was both |avish and sensational. Amd a

magni fi cence peculiarly her own, this attractive | ady

rei gned supreme, and it was difficult to believe that any
ot her kingdom could be nore brilliant than hers. \When
itinerant nerchants spoke of the surpassing spl endour of

I srael, and descri bed the anmazi ng wi sdom of ki ng Sol onon
her eyes specul atively narrowed; and then, sniling, she
di sm ssed the accounts as the exaggerati ons of overworked
i magi nations. Many years later, the Lord Jesus intro-
duced this em nent worman into the Gospel story, and in
the light of that introduction it is now possible to advance
three propositions-

The Wbnder of the Gospel is al nbst beyond conprehension

To say the least, nothing like this had hitherto been
known. David's kingdom had been great, but the nes-
sengers cl ai med superl ative spl endour for Sol onon. Coul d
not these men be guilty of speaking untruthfully? Yet
each tine she exam ned their wares, and handled their
treasures, she saw evidence in support of their claim How
coul d they possess such gens, and offer such goods, if
their supplies were not obtained in a land of plenty? Her
m nd was greatly disturbed as she considered these possi -
bilities. In like manner the story of the Gospel speaks to
us of the greatness of the Kingdomof Christ. W are told
of the gold of grace; the pearls of pardon; and the rich
jewel s of redeem ng love, so plentiful in the real mof the
spirit. The wonder of the Gospel nessage beggars descrip-
tion; yet every thinking man beconmes confused when he
recogni ses a true Christian. The radi ance of a consecrated
life suggests that such jewels surely conme froma Ki ngdom
of plenty.

The Chal |l enge of the Gospel is al nbst beyond di spute

The pal ace of the queen of Sheba becane a centre of
ani nat ed debate, as each new nerchant repeated his claim
Utimately the chall enge of the nessage overcane the un-
belief of the worman, and she prepared to confirm or
di sprove the story for ever. That the nessage could be
so tested was to her a great source of satisfaction. And
thus the historian wote, "And when the queen of Sheba
heard of the fane of Sol onon, she cane to prove Sol onon
with hard questions at Jerusalem . . and when she was
conme to Sol onbn, she communed with himof all that was
in her heart" (2 Chron. 9:1). In her search for evidence,
she obtained thrilling results. The present-day world has
al so beconme a debating centre, and various findings have
been rel eased for the edifying of conmunities. Yet the
greatest challenge has been ignored. If nmen cane to Chri st
to test the clains of the CGospel, they would soon say,
"Behol d, the one half of the greatness of thy wi sdom was
not told me: for thou exceedest the fane that | heard.
Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants .
(vv. 6, 7).

The Sufficiency of the Gospel is alnbst beyond description
"And ki ng Sol onobn gave to the queen of Sheba all her
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desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Sol onon
gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned and went to
her own country, she and her servants" (1 Kings 10:13).
Prayer is the key which unl ocks heaven's treasure house.

The enrichnment of the ancient queen is a suggestive picture
of the untold treasures obtainable at the throne of grace.
Enul ati ng the exanple of the royal |ady, we bring our

gifts to Christ, and He says, "Ask what ye will, and it shal
be done." She was not inpoverished by her giving to

Sol oon; and neither are we when we give to Christ. Qur

t hankof ferings are returned "shaken together, pressed

down, and running over." And fromthe day of her return

to Sheba's pal ace, the queen joyfully anticipated the coning
of the nerchants. Her debating ceased, as her hone

becane a place of testinony. She had seen the great king,
and |l oved to hear news of his kingdom W are gratefu

to the ancient lady for supplying the world with such a
colourful picture of God's saving grace. She was a wi se
woman who went in search of reality, and found it! And
Jesus said, "The queen of the south shall rise up in the
judgrment with the nen of this generation, and shall con-
dem it: for she canme fromthe utternost parts of the

earth to hear the wi sdom of Sol omon; and, behold, a

greater than Sol onon is here" (Matt. 12 :42).
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