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THE QUEEN MOTHER ... AND THE PERFECT WOVAN

The words of king Lenmuel, the prophecy that his nother taught him
(Prov. 31:1)

Ki ng Lermuel has al ways been one of the nost nysterious
characters nmentioned in the Bible. Nothing is known about his
identity, kingdom or subjects. Many historians believe he was
Sol omon, but if that had been true, why did not the ancient witer say
so? Others believe he may have been the ruler of a small adjacent
ki ngdom and was an admirer and friend of his inportant neighbor. A
fewcritics state he was the fignent of a person's imagination; that he
never existed. That is a very unlikely supposition since the Scriptures
state he was taught by his nother who was concerned about her future
daughter-in-law. The last chapter in the book of Proverbs begins with
the statenent, "The words of king Leruel, the prophecy that his nother
taught him?"

Certai n questions are unavoi dabl e. Wiy did she of fer advice to her
son? Was she a nenber of the royal court and perhaps even a wife of
Sol omon? Had she seen the evil effects of alcohol in the |lives of people
within the pal ace? When the integrity of Sol onon was undermn ned by
many pagan wonen, and lust mined the spirituality of the ruler, did
thi s unknown nother fear her son nmight be influenced by the exanple
of his benefactor? She was very shrewd; her observati ons concerning
the "virtuous wonman" expressed concern

Was Lenuel a bachelor, and did his nother's opinions increase the
difficulty of selecting a spouse? Was he so influenced by her words
that he had no interest in younger wonen? The answers to these
questions may never be known, so we are left with two nysterious
figures whose words and deeds were intriguing.

Anot her question arises regarding the final segment in Sol onon's
book. At first glance it seens the inclusion of Lemuel's nanuscri pt
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m ght have been an afterthought of the nan who arranged the ancient
script. The thousands of statenents attributed to Sol omon were carefully
condensed into thirty chapters. This would have been the task of the
recorder; a man appoi nted by the nonarch. Yet why, when the task
was conpl eted, were the words of a conparative stranger added to the
literary efforts of the king? The conpiler could not have assuned that
responsibility without perm ssion froma higher authority. \Was Lenuel
an intimate friend of the royal household, and did the king of Israe
see nmerit in the words of the unnaned nother? Did Sol onbn instruct
his servant to include the new manuscript in the book then being
conpl et ed?

It is necessary to consider another fact. Since the Proverbs of
Sol omon were to become an integral part of Holy Scripture, why did
CGod permt the inclusion of additional words? It is believed that "Al
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works"
(2 Tim 3:16Al7). Therefore, it nust be concluded that God permtted
the inclusion of the advice offered by this nmother to her son.

Jehovah al so had a Royal Son for whoma bride would be sought.
Per haps the words of a heavenly Father nmay be beard in the nessage
of the wise nother who desired the best for her boy. Not every woman
woul d be suitable to becone Lenmuel's wife. Sinilarly, not all people
woul d be worthy to becone part of the bride of Christ. Therefore, Cod
expl ai ned the characteristics of people worthy to be joined to the Prince
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of Peace. Lenuel's mother carefully nentioned seven inportant details
essential in the life of a virtuous wonan.

Her Worth... Col ossa
Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above ru-
bies. (Prov. 31:10)

Evidently the anci ent nother possessed rare insight into the quality
of wormen and jewels. It is safe to assune that as the nother of a Kking,
she owned excellent jewelry. Sone of her treasures nmay bave been
purchased; others might have been tbe gifts of her famly or visiting
dignitaries. Unless a kingdom had been ravaged by war, the royal
househol d woul d possess the best gens obtainable. At the tinme of
Sol omon' s excel l ence his friends enjoyed unprecedented prosperity.
The word that has been translated rubies may al so nean di anonds. The
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Sept uagi nt version of the Scriptures translates the verse, "Such a one
is nore val uable than precious stones.” The nother who uttered these
words believed a virtuous wonan was difficult to find. Money could
obtain pearls, dianonds, and rubies, but even excessive wealth could
not procure the unobtainable.

It would cost a fortune to obtain a suitable woman to adorn the pal ace
of her son. A dowy neant "the purchase price of a brideAa sum of
nmoney paid to the father of the bride to conpensate for the econonic
loss to the family." Jacob, who had no financial resources, served
fourteen years for the two daughters of Laban (see Gen. 29: 25A28).

Such paynents are unknown in the Western world, but throughout
the Mddle East all famlies are aware of dowies expected when
marri ages are sol emmi zed. The Christians in Corinth knew what Pau
meant when he said, "Ye are bought with a price" (see | Cor. 7:23).
That price was "the precious blood of Christ" (see | Peter 1:19). It was
infinitely greater than the cost of the world' s rarest gens.

Her Work... Conti nuing
[ She] worketh willingly with her hands. (Prov. 31:13)

The idea of working queens at first seems strange and startling. They
work hard, but their efforts are usually confined to public appearances,
state banquets, and other events at which her presence is considered to
be necessary. She has to be el egant, sophisticated, and able to cope with
any situation that may arise. It is therefore thought provoking to
di scover the wonman desired for King Lemuel was not required to
possess any of these characteristics. It should also be considered that
royalty enjoys the privilege of having many servants. The performance
of nenial tasks would not be expected of a king's wife. Yet Lenuel
was advised to seek for a woman whose "candl e goeth not out at night,
[who] |ayeth her hand to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff’

(v. 18bA19): ". . . that is the staff to which is tied the bunch of flax
fromwhi ch the spinning wheel draws the thread. To this she applies

her hand, and deftly perforns the task of spinning the flax into thread"
(quoted in part fromthe Pulpit Conmentary, vol. 9 [G and Rapids:
Eerdnmans, 19501, 599).

Court women sonetines did this kind of work, but for the nost part
it was the industry of peasants. Evidently Lenuel's nother believed
that if a woman were faithful in the less inportant tasks of life, she
was worthy to be considered for greater honors.
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When the royal son listened to his nother's wi sdom he probably
snil ed. The antici pated queen woul d not be required to work; she would
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do so because it gave her pleasure.
This is the secret of all joyous service for the King of Kings. Sone
peopl e who profess to love Hmare content to receive H s bl essings
but give little in return. Ohers rejoice in the privilege of service. It
expresses their gratitude.

Her Wsdom ... Charning

She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from af ar
She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her
househol d are clothed with scarlet [double garnments]. (Prov.

31: 14, 21)

The wonman who wrote this character sketch possessed great insight.
The reference to the arrival of the merchants' ships indicated she was
prepared for enmergenci es and desired comodities not obtainable
locally. Orders had been placed with the captains of the sailing ships,
so that even in a fam ne she could survive. That nother never |eft
everything to the | ast nmonment and never bl aned God for her problens.

The sane fact was expressed in the statenent, "She is not afraid of
the snow for her household, for all her household are clothed with
scarlet.” The word translated scarlet would be better interpreted "doubl e
garnents." During the sunmer this wonman prepared for the chilling
days of winter, making warmclothing for her fanmily. She resenbl ed
the old Scottish lady who said, "If you thatch your house in the sumrer,
there will be no need to fear the winter." The nmother from a bygone
age desired those features in the woman destined to share her son's
life. The sanme wi sdom shoul d be di spl ayed by every Christian. The
Bi bl e says, "It is appointed unto nen once to die, but after this the
judgrment" (Heb. 9:27). No person disputes the fact that death is
i nevitable, and only fools challenge the second statenent in the text.
Wse travelers carry passports to gain entry into other lands. Intelligent
Christians know their passport is authorized by Christ H nself and made
valid by H s precious bl ood.

We are pilgrins pressing onward,
To our home beyond the sky;

W are each day getting nearer
To that glorious place on high
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Her Wealth... Considerable

She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands
she planteth a vineyard. . . . She perceiveth that her nerchandi se
is good . . . She naketh fine linen; and selleth it, and delivereth
girdles unto the nmerchant. (Prov. 3 1:16, 18, 24)

This picture of a very tal ented worman becones increasingly
attractive. She might be called "The Dream Wman" of the A d
Testament. Her industrious pursuits would have been lucrative; her
works of art were admired by the nmerchants who bought her creations.
Perhaps the reference to the nerchants' ships in verse 14 should be
considered with this text. Maybe the woman becane interested in
exporting her goods. The nmerchants received and sold her products and
paid with whatsoever she desired fromforeign countries.

Nevert hel ess, she refused to "keep all her eggs in one basket.'
could delay the arrival of ships, and occasionally voyages ended in
di saster. Wth commendabl e foresi ght, she considered the purchase of
a field and as quickly as possible planted vines and becane the proud
owner of a vineyard. It nust be renmenbered this type of woman may
only have existed in the mind of Lenuel's nother; it was her idea of
the hard-to-find virtuous woman (see v. 10). Did such a person ever
marry the king? The historian forgot to record details everyone would
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| ove to know. Perhaps the authoress of this "prophecy" was setting a
standard so that her son would desire only the best.

Wien these inspiring facts are related to Christians, they provide a
standard of excellence not reached by every believer. The wonan was
tireless and enthusiastic. Watsoever her hand found to do, she did it
with all her mght (see Eccl. 9:10). She never becane weary in wel
doing (see Gal. 6:9). If she ever shared the throne of Lenuel, she
adorned his pal ace and enriched his kingdom Her |ord would have been
i ntensely proud of her efforts. Could the sane be said of Christ and
us?

Her Words. .. Consoling
She openeth her mouth with wi sdom and in her tongue is the |aw
of kindness. (Prov. 31:26)

Probably wi sdom and ki ndness were anpong the nost attractive of
all her attributes. When she spoke she said sonething! Some people
are very eloquent but say nothing. Perhaps the unknown worman had
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becone an apt student of Sol onon. Excessive know edge soneti nmes
beget s haughtiness, pride, and a sense of superiority that hurts
associ ates. Wien a wi se person is kind and conpassi onate, admrers
i ncrease dramatically. Jesus was the wi sest Man of all generations, but
He is renenbered nost for His love. Sone of H s |isteners m ght have
bad difficulty understanding certain statenments, but even the children
appreciated Hi s encircling arnms.

Thi s woman who conmuni cated with and hel ped troubl ed nei ghbors
was a worthy representative of her royal spouse. She becane a
forerunner of the church, the bride of Christ, who, in sharing God's
infinite | ove, helps the needy. Access to kings was limted and often
denied. Affairs of state clainmed the attention of the nonarch, naking
personal interviews inpossible. Yet a queen was not as el usive. The
description of this fair lady said "she stretcheth out her hand to the
poor." She resenbled the Savior, who, although He was the Rul er of
the universe, cane to earth to help the needy. Paul said, "For ye know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he becane poor, that ye through his poverty mght be rich"
(2 Cor. 8:9). It would be interesting to discover what other sinmlarities
exi sted between the bride of Lenuel and the bride to whom Pau
addressed his second epistle.

Her WVarmh ... Captivating

Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband al so, and
he praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou
excellest themall. (Prov. 31:28A29)

Lermuel 's nother nay or may not have been one of the wi ves of
Sol onmon, but she was certainly the queen of her own househol d. Happy
is the person whose children call her blessed; she is anobngst the
happi est of all people. Having nmentioned things to be admred in a
vi rtuous wonan, the nother spoke of a hone and fanmily. The Scriptures
assure believers that if they seek first the kingdomof God and Hi s
ri ght eousness, all other legitinate desires will be forthcom ng (see Matt.
6:3 3). God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek H m (see Heb
11: 6).

"Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth anong the el ders
of the land" (v. 23). "Her husband al so, and he praiseth her" (v. 28b).
It has often been said that behind every successful nman stands a wonan.
That statenment might have originated with the anci ent nother who
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of fered advice to her son. The woman who nade girdles (leather belts
studded with expensive jewels), whose beautiful creations were desired
along the trading routes of the world, brought honor to the man who
shared her life. Respected by the rulers of the land, he sat with elders
in the gate of the city where matters of civic and national inportance
wer e di scussed

"Her children arise up and call her blessed.” Such a nother would
be an inspiration to her famly. Wen she chastised, she did it gently;
if she counseled, she did so wsely; and in handling fan |y problens,
she was al ways a shining exanple of discretion. When her children
becane adults they remenbered the nother to whomthey owed
everything they possessed.

Today, in a world torn by famly discord, differences, and divorces,
the ancient picture of "A Virtuous Woman" is of nore spiritual worth
t han anyt hi ng produced by the world's greatest painters.

Her Worship... Chall enging
... a wonan that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. (Prov
31: 30b)

It is significant that in the description of a virtuous wonan,
fellowship with God was the last quality to be mentioned. The not her
of Lenuel went to great lengths to explain why this person qualified
to be considered anong the nost desirable wonen in the world. Her
reputati on was excellent, but the nother of the king wi shed to say nore.
Even if a person possessed and exhibited all those attributes, wthout
the fear of God she was nothing! Apparently, the secret of her charm
and success was a sincere faith in God. She was a woman who feared
the Lord. David believed this was the beginning of wi sdom (see Ps.
111: 10) .
Expressed through her charitable deeds was gratitude; she recognized
that all her capabilities came fromthe G ver of every good and perfect
gift. That woman woul d have been an ardent pupil of the One who said,
"Gve, and it shall be given unto you; good neasure, pressed down,
and shaken together, and running over" (Luke 6:38).
Let it be adnmitted that all people are not as gifted as this hypothetica
wonan from a bygone age. Sone fol k woul d never succeed in business
even if they tried for a thousand years. Others do not possess the rare
qualities nmentioned by the nmother of King Leruel. Nevertheless, to
believe and love God is within the reach of every person. It is not
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necessary to become wealthy to serve the Lord, and poverty is no

i nsurnount abl e barrier preventing fellowship with the Alm ghty. The
order of nerit expressed was a perfect exanple of a statenent nade

by the Savior: "But many that are first shall be last; and the | ast shal
be first" (Matt. 19:30). This supplies a challenge for every Christian
"I'n all thy ways acknowl edge him and he shall direct thy paths" (Prov.
3:6).
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