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THE PRIESTS - - , who took a long tinme to decide for Christ
(Acts 6:7)

"And the word of God increased; and the nunmber of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalemgreatly; and a great com
pany of the priests were obedient to the faith.” It is not
unlikely that the final statement in this verse represents a
triunph of patient perseverance in the art of soul-w nning.

Testinmony 1. Matthew 8 : 4
Per haps sone of the priests were sitting around their
tabl e when the om nous knock sounded at the door. Somne-
one was in a hurry! Wen one of the nunber opened the
door, he saw a rather dil api dated beggar or so he thought.
He cynically snmiled. Here was another fellow who thought
the priests were mllionaires! "Yes, and what do you
want? " "l want to give you sonething, sir. Mdses said
that if a | eper were cleansed he should offer certain things
according to the law, and | want to do that." The words
tunbled fromthe man's |ips, and he seened possessed by
a strange excitenment. The priest |ooked at him A |eper-
cl eansed- what nonsense! "Yes, priest, | was a | eper
wi t hout hope when Jesus found nme. Perhaps | shoul d say
that | found Hm for | ran and fell at H's feet and said,
"Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make nme clean,' and He
touched ne, and | was cl eansed i Mmedi ately. Then He
rem nded me of ny duty to go to the priests; and here
am" \Wien the priest had attended to the requirenents
of the stranger, he returned to his colleagues; and that
eveni ng they surely had great discussions. Then, as al ways,
it was one thing to disnm ss Jesus of Nazareth as a fanatica
i nposter, but quite another to account for the wonder of
H s mracles.

Testimony 2. Luke 17:14
The priest could hardly believe his ears. N ne nen
st andi ng around the doorway nmi ntai ned they had all been
| epers. They were very poor; their garnents were tattered,
and everythi ng about their appearance suggested hardship

-but lepers, No! " Yes, sir, we were all lepers; and we
stood and cried, 'Jesus, Master, have nercy on us.' He
heard us, and told us to conme and see you." "And were
you heal ed then?" "No, sir, we heard Hi s voice but we
were still lepers. Yet He conmanded us to come. W

obeyed, and as we wal ked al ong the street, a new healing
power came into our bodies and we were rmade clean.™

Sonme tine later the priest was recalled to the door, to find
anot her man who clained he was the tenth of the origina
party. He had returned to Christ to give H mthanks, and

was a little late in presenting hinself before the priest.
He reiterated all that had already been told to the | eader
and once again the great nmen of the tenple faced the
chal | enge of the Nazarene. W shall never know how

near they came to believing in Christ at that time; but when
Jesus died, it seened that the new novenment woul d die

with Hm

Testinmony 3. Acts 3:1-8
It was the hour of prayer, and sone of the priests would
be officiating within the sacred house. Qutside, the city
was agog with excitement. People were saying that Jesus
of Nazareth had risen fromthe dead, and great public neet-
i ngs had brought the enthusiasmof the crowms to fever
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pitch. Everywhere nen and wonen tal ked of the great
occurrence, and it was being runoured that thousands of
converts had been won for the new novenent. The priests
wai ted expectantly, for sonme of the strange preachers would
be coning to pray. Suddenly there was a great commotion
outside the building, and as the door opened, the waiting
men saw a great crowd being |led by an apparently hysteri -
cal man who junped, and danced, and shouted. "And
they knew that it was he which sat for alns at the Beautifu
gate of the tenple: and they were filled with wonder and
amazenment at that which had happened unto him" Wen
Pet er expl ained how the |ame nman had been nade whol e,
the priests realized that once again the power of Jesus
had been nade manifest. And this tine the great |eaders
refused to postpone their decision. They could not remnain
secret followers of Christ when their hearts thrilled at the
mention of H s name. That day they left all, and foll owed
the Saviour. And the noral of the story for all soul-
winners is, " If at first you don't succeed, try, try again."
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