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(Revel ation 4: 3)

"And, behold, a throne was Set in heaven and there
was a rai nbow round about the throne, in sight like unto
an enerald." The rainbow and the throne are two

opposi tes, and yet they belong to each other. The forner
was placed in the clouds after the great deluge, to be the
sign of God's covenant with man never to repeat the catas-
trophe. The rai nbow speaks of mercy. The throne is the
synbol or seat of divine authority, where God rules in
equity. Wien John was permitted to | ook into heaven, he
marvel l ed for the rai nbow around the throne expressed

the greatest truth in holy Scripture.

The Mercy of God Al ways Overshadows Hi s Judgments
The A d Testanent writers recorded four outstanding

acts of judgnent, and in each of these the rai nbow was
about the throne. (i) The great deluge of Noah's tine was
prefaced by a |l ong period of earnest preaching, when Noah
warned his fellow nmen of inpending disaster. And even
after Noah and his famly had entered the ark, the Lord
still waited seven days before the rains were allowed to
fall. (ii) The m dnight judgnent on Egypt was prefaced by
t he warni ngs of God given to Pharaoh, and even on the

ni ght of doom a way of escape was provided for all who

had accepted the offer of sheltering behind the bl ood of the
| amb whi ch had been sprinkled on the doorposts. (iii) The
destruction of the Canaanites as illustrated by the fall of
Jericho reveal ed that even for the greatest sinner a way of
escape had been provided. Rahab the harlot placed a
scarlet thread in her window, and all within that house were
saved. (iv) The fall of Jerusal em and the subsequent cap-
tivity in Babylon reveal ed that God had sent H s prophets
to warn |Israel, and even when the people rejected H s
adrmonitions He still preserved a remant in the |and of
bondage. God's judgnents may seem severe, but keen eyes

wi Il always detect the rainbow around the throne.

The Mercy of God is Something of Exquisite Beauty

"In sight like unto an enmerald.” As the light of the
glory of God played on the sonbre clouds of justice, the
sign of the mercy of God shone forth in scintillating beauty.
It was a jewel of the skies. The nercy of God is the nost
wonderful thing in the world. (i) It is undisguised. A rain-
bow cannot be hidden, unless one can extinguish the sun
Even so no nan can hide the nmercy of God, unless he
be able to renove the Lord Jesus. Mercy is evident in al
God's dealings with man. (ii) It is undeserved. Each one
of the A d Testanent exanples provides an illustration of
this truth. The first nention of a rainbowis found in
Cenesi s 9:13, where the bowis seen in the clouds. The next
reference is found in Ezekiel 1: 28, where the sign of God's
mercy is found amd the evil evidences of Babyl oni an
idolatry. (iii) it is unequalled. There has never been a sub-
stitute for a rainbow, nor for the nercy of God. They stand
alone in splendid isolation, and are exclusively connected
with God and the sun.

The Mercy of God is Still Extended to Man
The fourth and final reference to a rai nbow is perhaps
the greatest of all. "And | saw another m ghty angel cone

down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rai nbow
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was upon His head. . . . And He had in His hand a little
book open. . . . And He said to ne, Take the little book
and eat it up; and it shall make thy innost being bitter
but it shall be in thy nmouth sweet as honey. And | took
the little book and ate it up. ... And he said unto ne, Thou
must prophecy agai n before many peoples and nati ons and
tongues and ki ngs" (Rev. 10:1, 10). The | ast book of the
Bi bl e has many things to say concerning the everlasting
ki ngdom when the tabernacle of God shall be wth nmen.
The conming of that glorious day will bring either supremne
happi ness or eternal sorrowto mankind. It is truly signifi-
cant that prior to that era the angel with the rainbowis
sent to conmmi ssion a preacher to make known the nessage
of the "little book." God is still desirous to wel cone
addi ti onal guests to the narriage supper of the Lanb, and
every preacher who has first "eaten” the little book wll
cry aloud to the nations, "Today if ye will hear H s voi ce,
harden not your hearts.™
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