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Hebr ought themforth also with silver and gold; and there was
not one feeble anong their tribes (Ps. 105:37).

When the government of the United States authorized the
effort to deliver Kuwait from the dom nance of the aggressor
| avi sh support was supplied to the Anerican |iberators. MIIlions
of gallons of bottled drinking water were sent to alleviate the
thirst of the arnmy. Fully equi pped hospital ships were ready to
recei ve sick and wounded nen. and in a nultitude of ways the
War Departnent arranged for every energency. If the entire
popul ation of a great city had, for any reason, to mgrate to a
new | ocation, simlar preparations would be nade. Every detali
relating to health, confort, and safety would be considered, and
the mass mgration would command the attention of the world's
nedi a.

It is strange to discover that when two mllion Hebrews began
their journey from Egypt to Canaan, none of these preparations
were made. There were no anbul ances to carry infirm people.
no preparation regarding food nor drink: the people had no weap-
ons to withstand attacks. There were no sick people, and only
babi es needed attention. It was the only tine in history when an
entire nation had a clean bill of health. "There was not a feeble
person anmong their tribes" (Ps. 105:37). The Berkel ey Version of
the Scriptures translates the text: "There was not an invalid anong
their tribes." Spurgeon, the great British preacher, wote: "And
there was not one feeble person anong the tribesAa great mar-
vel indeed. The nunber of their arnmy was very great and yet
there was not one in hospital, not one carried in an anbul ance,
nor linping in the rear. Poverty and oppression had not enfee-
bl ed them Jehovah Raphi had heal ed them They carried none
of the diseases of Egypt, and felt none of the exhaustion which
sore bondage produces. When God calls H's people to a |ong
journey, He fits themfor it. In the pilgrinage of life, our strength
shal | be equal to our days. See the contrast between Egypt and
| srael Al n Egypt one dead in every house, and anong the |srael-
ites, not one, so rmuch as linping."
A Continuing Satisfaction.. . No Joy is Conplete Wthout CGod

Happi ness is the nusic of the soul. The psalm st wote: "And he
brought forth his people with joy. and his chosen with gl adness”
(Ps. 105:43). "Wen the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion.
we were |ike themthat dream Then was our nmouth filled with
| aughter. and our tongue with singing: then said they anong the
heat hen, The LORD hath done great things for them The LORD hath
done great things for us: whereof we are glad" (Ps. 126:1A3). Wen
t he beggar who sat at the tenple gate was heal ed by Peter and John
it was said: "And he | eaping up stood, and wal ked, and entered with
theminto the tenple, wal king, and | eaping. and praising God" (Acts
3:8). David was exultant when he said: "I waited patiently for the
LORD: and he inclined unto me, and heard ny cry. He brought ne
up al so out of an horrible pit. out of the miry clay, and set ny feet
upon a rock, and established nmy goings. And he hath put a new
song in nmy nouth, even praise unto our God. Many shall see it. and
fear, and shall trust in the LORD' (Ps. 40:1A3).

True happi ness depends upon fellowship with God. Wen
I srael forsook the Lord, rejected H s nessengers, and becane
the slaves of the Babyl onians. songs were not heard in their
canps. The psalnist said: "By the rivers of Babylon. there we
sat down, yea, we wept, when we renenbered Zion. W hanged
our harps upon the willows in the nmidst thereof. For there they
that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that
wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs
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of Zion. How shall we sing the LORD S song in a strange |and?"
(Ps. 137:1A4). 1t is difficult to produce inspired nusic when the
Di vi ne Conposer is excluded fromthe human heart.

A Constant Supply ... No Provision |Is Sufficient Wthout Cod
And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they m ght
send themout of the land in haste: for they said, W be all dead
men. And the people took their dough before it was | eavened,
t heir kneadi ng troughs being bound up in their clothes upon
their shoul ders And a m xed multitude went up also with
them and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. And they
baked unl eavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth
out of Egypt, for it was not |eavened; because they were thrust
out of Egypt, and could not tarry; neither had they prepared for
t hemsel ves any victual (Exod. 12:33A39).
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When the children of Israel nmade a hurried departure from
Egypt. they had little tine to prepare for their journey Such
ani mal s as they possessed were quickly rounded up. and the
mass mgration conmenced. Probably nost of the cattle bel onged
to the mixed multitude that decided to acconpany the Hebrews.

These herds provided food for the travelers during the initial
stages of their long journey. Unfortunately, those supplies soon
di mi ni shed, for the | arge conpany consuned a great anount of
food. It was inpossible for nore than two nillion people to live
off the land, and unless God had rained manna from heaven, the
peopl e woul d have died in the wilderness.

The fact that God is able to provide what Hi s people need is a
| esson which all nations should | earn. Msers may amass a great
fortune but finally discover wealth can only pay for a funeral. Ath-
| etes may becone i nmensely popul ar, but age undernines their skill,
and younger people claimtheir fame. Kings. queens. and other rulers
of nations may appear to be irreplaceable, but death termi nates their
activities. Imortality is unobtainable unless God holds out H s hand.
Sonetimes the Lord perforns niracles to acconplish H's purposes,
but at other tines He uses different nmethods to assist His children. He
sent manna to feed the children of Israel, but He also supplied quails
(Exod. 16:13). Werner Keller says: "The Exodus of the Israelites
began in the spring; the tinme of the great bird migrations. From
Africa, which in sumrer becomes unbearably hot and dry, the birds
have, fromtine i menorial, mgrated to Europe along two routes.

One goes via the west coast of Africa to Spain; the other via the
eastern Mediterranean to the Bal kans. In the early nonths of the year
quails together with other birds, fly across the Red Sea, which they
nmust cross on the eastern route. Exhausted by their long flight, they
alight onits flat shores to gather fresh strength for the next stage of
their journey over the high nmountains to the Mediterranean. Even

today the Bedouins of this area catch the exhausted birds in spring

and autumm by hand. "'

A Ceasel ess Safety... No Strength |Is Enough Wthout God
And the LORD went before themby day in a pillar of a cloud,
to lead themthe way: and by night in a pillar of fire, to give
themlight; to go by day and night: He took not away the
pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from
before the people (Exod. 13:21A22).

The Bi bl e says there were “about six hundred thousand on
foot that were nmen, beside children" Exod. 12:37). Apparently
t he people only possessed honmenade spears and | ances: they
had no chariots of iron, for these would have been confi scated
by Pharaoh. Probably many of the nen were bl acksmiths who
were skilled in working with iron. Wthin a short period of tine
sone of Israel's nales would have been able to defend agai nst
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aggression, and ultinately Israel possessed a great arny. A pillar
of cloud led themby day. and a pillar of fire by night. They
never marched too far fromwells and oases, and occasionally it
was necessary to travel at night to escape the relentl ess heat of
the day. Few enenies existed in the uninhabited w I derness, but
as history reveals, the greatest danger canme fromw thin the

canp.
When people begin to criticize God, even enpires can disin-

tegrate. If the Lord is excluded fromthe counsel of nen, even

the strongest weapons of war nay becone useless. If God wth-

draws support, hunan effort becones inadequate. The prophet.

Zechari ah, expressed this fact when he wwote: "Not by m ght.

nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD'" (Zech. 4:6).

A Conplete Security ..... Future |Is Safe Wthout Cod

Thi s book of the Law shall not depart out of thy nouth; but thou
shalt neditate therein day and night, that thou nayest observe to
do according to all that is witten therein: for then thou shalt
nmake thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good suc-

cess. Have not | commanded thee? Be strong and of a good

courage: be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord
thy God is with thee withersoever thou goest (Josh. 1:8A9).

It was over; the w | derness ordeal had term nated. |nnunera-
bl e graves were all through the wilderness, for two nillion peo-
pl e had died, and a conpl ete generation, with the exception of
two nmen, had perished. Mdses had clinbed the nountain of CGod
but had not returned. Sonewhere in the solitude God had gently
laid H's servant to rest. Joshua had becone the new | eader of
Israel, but the future was om nous as, once again, the nation
stood at the crossroads of destiny. Forty years earlier the He-
brews had refused to enter Canaan, and had consequentl|ly wan-
dered aimessly through the wilderness. Now they were to enter
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the land where enenies were giants. The entire responsibility of
| eadershi p rested upon the shoul ders of Joshua. Perhaps he was
apprehensive: his task was frightening. How could he with an
arrmy of untrai ned nen overcone the Canaanites who rmade the
Hebrews feel |ike grasshoppers (see Num 13:33)? Three sinple
facts explain his success.

An Unfailing God... The Command to Serve

God' s prom se was reassuring. "There shall not any nan be
able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: As | was with
Moses, so | will be with thee: | will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee" (Josh. 1:5). The new | eader had enjoyed fellowship with
t he departed Mbses. He was now assured the faithful ness of God
woul d remai n unchanged.

The Unwavering Guide... A Challenge to Succeed

Throughout the journey in the wlderness the gui dance of God had
been unm stakable. By day and night the pillars of the cloud and fire had
| ed the nonads. Now Joshua was assured God's presence woul d
remain. The Lord had said: "But the | and whither ye go to possess it,
is aland of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven"
(Deut. 11:11). Life has always been filled with high and | ow experi -
ences, but God pronmised to give rain in both areas. Obedi ent people
coul d not wander beyond the reach of Hi s care.

An Unseen General... A Conpanion to Share
It nust have been a thrilling experience to follow the cloud
by day and the fire by night, but that joy was to be surpassed.
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And it cane to pass. when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted
up his eyes, and | ooked, and, behold, there stood a nman over
against himwth his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went
unto him and said unto him Art thou for us or for our adver-
saries? And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD
am| now conme. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and
did worship. and said unto him Wat saith ny lord unto his
servant? And the captain of the LORD S host said unto Joshua
Loose thy shoe fromoff thy foot: for the place whereon thou
standest is holy. And Joshua did so (Josh. 5:13A15).

The cl ouds above the tabernacle were synbols of the divine
presence; the captain of the host was the Lord hinself. Unseen
but al ways present. He guaranteed that Joshua woul d never be
al one. The | eader of |srael would have appreciated the words of
Daniel W Whittle (1840A1903):

Never a trial that He is not there,
Never a burden that He doth not bear
Never a sorrow that He doth not share
Monent by nmonent, |'munder Hi s care.

Monent by nmonment |'mkept in His |ove:
Morment by noment |'ve life from above

Looking to Jesus till glory doth shine;

Morment by nonment, O Lord, | amthine.
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