THE MASTER ... Who knew how to preach
THE MASTER ... Wio knew how to preach
(MARK 12:1-12)

When the Lord Jesus instituted a new order of preaching,
the reasons for H s phenonmenal success seemed to be three-
fold. He was sure. He knew and believed what He uttered.
He was sinple. Even a child could wunderstand H's sernons.

He was a story-teller. People of all ages appreciate a good
story, and it is worthy of consideration that the Lord's
nmessages were filled wth parables and illustrations. The

study before us supplies a notable exanple of this fact.

Christ . . . the final word-Mark 12:1-6

This is perhaps the nost all-enbracing of the Master's
sernons, for in the short span of six verses He enconpassed
the Ad Testament. (i) God's Garden. This nust be t he
world into which He placed the husbandmen. Eden was but
the initial stage of a greater program Wthin the orbit

of the divine will, God's servants would discover superlative
enjoynent. Alas, sininterfered. (ii) Geat gqguilt. " And at
the season God sent to the husbandnmen a servant, that he
m ght receive . . . the fruit of the vineyard. And they caught
him and beat him and sent him away enpty. And again
he sent . . . another servant . . . and another; and him they
killed, and many others; beating sonme, and killing sone."

This part of the parable reflected dAd Testament history,
where the sin of nmen and the patient Ilove of God were seen

in bold relief. (iii) Gorious Gace. " Having yet therefore
one son, his well-beloved, he sent him also last wunto them
saying, They wll reverence ny son." Thus God spoke His

final word, and nade a suprene effort to reach guilty nen.
This was CGod's only Son. Christ was greater than the |aw,
Christ was greater than the prophets who spoke of the |Iaw
Christ was the Son of God, and no preacher can

over enphasi ze these claims. "God, who at sundry tinmes and

in divers places spake in tines past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these |ast days spoken unto us by his Son

(Heb. 1: 1-2).

Christ . . . the final hope-Mark 12:7-9
Per haps these verses are anbng the npbst potent in the
Testament. The Lord knew what would transpire, and pro.
dicted sone startling events. (i) An inexcusable crine. He
knew t he people would crucify Hm and He said so. Their
action would not be the product of a sudden brainstorm It
would be preneditated nurder. They would face the challenge
of His nessage, and deliberately reject the Son of God. (ii) An
i nescapable condemation. Since Christ represented God's fina
endeavor to reach sinners, there could be no other Saviour
When people rejected Christ, " God gave themup " (Rom 1. 24-
26). (iii1) An indescribable calamty. " Wat shall therefore the
lord of the vineyard do? He wll conme and destroy the
husbandnen . . " There are people who dislike this
teaching; but we do well to renmenber that these words were
spoken by Christ Hinself. " It is appointed unto nmen once to
die, but after this the judgment (Heb. 9:27). Qur Lord' s
par abl e speaks of the destruction of the husband-nmen; and not
even the nost inmaginative mnd can read into that utterance a
nessage of recurring hope.

Christ ... the final triunph-Mirk 12:10-12
" And they sought to lay bold on him . . for they knew
that he had spoken this parable against them . . . " The
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entire story can be read aloud in seventy-five seconds, yet
within that time the Lord expressed eternity. The depth of
divine love, the imensity of human gquilt, the reality of
CGod's wath: all found a place in the discourse. This was
preaching at its scintillating best, but one other detail was
needed to conplete the picture. He continued, " And have ye
not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected
is becone the head of the corner: this was the Lord s doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes?" The <cross had no terrors
for Christ, for He recognized it to be the highway to eterna
exaltation. The rejected stone wuld not be pernitted to
stay in desolate isolation. The Supreme Architect woul d
decree that it be reclained and placed in a position of
magni fi cence-the head stone of the corner. (i) The stone of
shelter. Most people struggling against icy wnds have been
glad to reach the corner of a building and walk into a place
of calm (ii) The stone of strength. The corner stone wunites
other stones in the building. The death of Christ guaranteed
that there would be other stones; and these, God planned to
unite in aliving tenple. (iii) The stone of support. This is
particularly true of the head corner-stone, for upon it rests
the roof of the building. It is athrilling thing to know that
the Lord Jesus will be our support throughout eternity. Evil
may Wi n occasional victories, but the last great triunph rests
with Christ. Hallelujah!

Maki ng Thi ngs Under st ood

Preaching the CGospel is a waste of time if the preacher
tells his nessage in a way incapable of being understood by
his listeners. The Saviour was a Master-preacher because
everybody understood what He neant.

When a school boy was asked to explain the gane of cricket,
he said, " You have two sides, one out in the field, and one
in. Each man in the side that's in goes out, and when he is
out he cones in, and the next nman goes in wuntil he is out.
When they are all out, the side that's been out in the field
comes in, and the side that's been in goes out and tries to
get those coning in out. Then when both sides have been in
and out-including not outs-that's the end of the gane."
During the broadcast conmentaries on the English Cricket
Test Matches, the speakers fromtime to tinme explained the
term nology of this fine old gane. This becane necessary
because certain listeners newto the sport found it difficult
to understand what was neant when the comentator fre-

quently said, " He is bowing at the south end, and |I|isteners
will like to know that he has two fine |legs, a square leg and
along leg." Newconers to the ganme wondered if he were

an expert tal ki ng about centi pedes!

" In contrast to the ambiguity of the aforegoing paragraph,
the poem"” He died for ne," by an unknown author, seens
a classic in making things clear-

H's holy fingers fornmed the bough-
Where grew the thorns that crowned H s brow
The nails which pierced H s hands were nined
In secret places He designed.
He made the forest whence there sprung
The tree on which H's body hung;
He di ed upon a cross of wood,
Yet made the hill on which it stood.
The spear which spilt H's precious bl ood,
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Was tenpered in the fires of Cod;
The grave in which His body laid
Was hewn in rocks Hi s hands had nade.

Churchyards, in spite of their sonbre surroundings, can
be nost interesting. The people of earlier generations were
not as formal in their choice of epitaphs as we are, and
consequently some of the older inscriptions on the tonb-
stones are worthy of attention. For exanple, let nme cite an
instance said to cone from Northern Ireland. A tranp who
spent a night anong the tonbs was attracted to the nessage
engraved on one of the stones-

Stop, traveller, stop! as you pass by:
As you are now, SO once was 1,
As | amnow, so you wll be

Prepare yourself to follow ne.

Possibly the tranp sheltering from the storm |eaned against
that stone, and had tinme in which to think. Before he con-
tinued his journey the follow ng nor ni ng, he scratched
beneath the strange verse the additional two |ines-

To follow you 1'd be quite content,
If 1 only knew whi ch way you went.

Daddy, that was the first sernon | ever understood in
all ny life." So spoke one of the nobst <charnming girls | ever
nmet. She was a high-school girl in her early teens; she had
passed with honors every exam and seenmed set to gain the
hi ghest acadeni c degrees. Her father was a respected busi ness
man who had nore than a love for ganbling; her not her
was a nominal menber of the Baptist Church. | was a young

preacher at that tinme, and conducting an evangelistic crusade
in their district. Edith for the first time heard and understood
the Gospel, and | was thrilled to lead her to full comitnent
to Christ. Wen she made her first confession to her father
he was stirred; but for a while disguised his true feelings.
Edith's not her unashaned! y conf essed her del i ght, and
re-dedi cated herself to the service of her daughter's Saviour
Wthin a few weeks that gracious girl went hone to heaven
and we were inmeasurably poorer when she left wus. | shall
remenber the day when | led her father to Christ-he was
won not through ny preaching, but t hr ough t he gl orious
testinony of his beloved child. And through all the vyears
that famly has renmmined true to Christ. It is better to speak
one sentence which is wunderstood than to wutter a thousand
whi ch only confuse |isteners.

Page 3



This document was created with Win2PDF available at http://www.daneprairie.com.
The unregistered version of Win2PDF is for evaluation or non-commercial use only.



http://www.daneprairie.com

