THE MAN ... whose right hand was wi thered
THE MAN ... whose right hand was withered
(LUKE 6: 6)

"And it came to pass al so on anot her sabbath, that he

entered into the synagogue and taught: and there was a man
whose right hand was withered.” This is a typical Doctor

Luke text, and the bel oved physician carefully points out that
it was the man's right hand and not his left which was usel ess.
The fellow was very much alive ; and as far as we can judge
fromthe Scriptures, his eyesight was not inpaired. Al his
trouble centred in that right hand, which would not respond
to his will. The right hand is the hand of service, and for
nost people the | oss of this val uable nmenber would be in-
estimable. A man m ght endeavor to work with his |eft

hand, but he woul d never acconplish all he wi shed to do

unl ess he could al so use the other nmenmber which dangl ed

hel pl essly at his side. He remi nds us of Christians whose
service is not up to standard. They have received eterna

life and are no longer dead in sin ; they see clearly and

di scern between true and fal se teaching ; yet in actua
service, spiritual paralysis has withered the right hand. The
Bi bl e has several illustrations of this type, and fromthe
sacred record we nmay now | earn the causes of this infirmty.

Si nful ness - Luke 5: 18-20

"And, behold, nen brought in a bed a man whi ch was

taken with a palsy . . . and when Jesus saw their faith, he
said unto him Man, thy sins are forgiven thee." This state-
ment seenmed out of place, for the unfortunate sufferer had
not come seeking the forgiveness of sins. Paral ysis had de-
prived himof nmuch of the joy of living. H's problemwas

not spiritual, but sonething practical and physical. The Lord
Jesus realized that the cause of the nman's hel pl essness was
his secret sin. It would appear that somewhere in his past
life the sinner had allowed evil to predom nate, and physica
infirmty had resulted, The G -eat Physician dealt with the
secret sins before He finally renoved the irksome nal ady.
Here was a man who coul d not wal k, who could not work
because sin had paral yzed him W are rem nded of the
outstanding facts of Christian experience. " If a man regard
sinin his heart, the Lord will not hear him"

Prayerl essness - Matthew 17:19-21

"Then canme the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Wy

could we not cast himout? And Jesus said unto them

Because of your unbelief: for verily |I say unto you . . . this
ki nd goeth not out but by prayer and fasting." The Lord

Jesus reveal ed eternal truth in that one great statenent.
While H s disciples had slept, He had prayed. Their inpotence
and failure to cast out the denpn provided a strange contrast
to the amazing power of their Lord. Omipotence and im
potence were never so near as on that day. Prayer is a great
nmystery, and we shall never understand all its secrets unti
life's journey has been conpleted. Yet the facts of history and
t he teachings of the Bible agree that prayer-real, believing
prayer-is the greatest weapon given by God to nan

Prayer changes the man who prays. It nmakes him nore

usabl e for the purposes of God. El oquence nay be the

machi nery, but prayer is the power which drives it. A church
wi t hout a prayer neeting-is not a church!

Ner vousness - John 9:20-22
"The parents of the blind nan answered them and sai d,
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W know that this is our son, and that he was born blind:
But by what nmeans he now seeth, we know not; or who hath
opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age ; ask him he
shall speak for hinself. These words spake his parents, be-
cause they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already,
that if any nan did confess that he was Christ, he should
be put out of the synagogue." Thus two cowardly peopl e
failed their boy and di shonored their Lord. W shall never know
what great things might have been acconplished that
day if those parents had courageously given their testinony.
Supposi ng they had said, " Ch, priest, our hearts have been
aching for years. Qur boy was blind, and we brought him
regularly to the synagogue. Yet you could do nothing for
us. As long as we live we shall love the Lord, and thank H m
for this mracle." Such a testinony, given in the power of
the Holy Spirit, mght have performed an even greater niracle
than the one al ready acconplished. Alas, they were too
nervous to do their duty. Their right hands were usel ess, and
thus they lost their greatest opportunity.
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