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(LUKE 10: 25; 18: 18)

"What rmust | do to inherit eternal life?" It is not pos-

sible to understand the inplications of this text until we
appreciate the effect of the preaching of Jesus. Against the un-
certainty of the theol ogi cal thought of His day, H's utterances
were as stars in a dark sky. The Sadducees and the Phari sees
wer e opposed on the question of survival. The forner said

that death ternmi nated existence ; the latter declared that death
was an introduction to another world. And while these | eaders
argued, the ordinary wayfarer hardly knew what to believe.

He saw | oved ones taken from his side, but when he considered
the possibility of reunion in another world, he could only

hope for the best. Then Jesus canme to preach in the villages

of Galilee, and i Mmediately Hi s bold declarations stirred the
hearts of Israel. The Sadducees detested the new doctri nes,

but the Phari sees were delighted ; and it woul d appear that
fromthese religious canps, two representatives cane to ask

an identical question. The fact that they received different
answers provi des food for thought.

The W se Lawyer

The Sadducees were annoyed. Their teachings were being

di scounted ; their enem es were jubilant. Something had to

be done. A clever speaker nust chall enge the new Teacher

" And behold, a certain |lawer stood up, and tenpted him

sayi ng, Master, what shall | do to inherit eternal |ife? Jesus
said unto him Wat is witten in the | aw? how readest thou?
And he answering said, Thou shalt |Iove the Lord thy God

with all thy heart . . . and thy neighbor as thyself. And
Jesus said unto him Thou hast answered right: this do, and
thou shalt live. But he, willing to justify hinmself, said unto
Jesus, And who is ny neighbor?" (Luke 10:25-29). Then

the Lord Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan, and
finally rem nded the man of his duty to go and do |ikew se.

At first, many evangelical teachers woul d denounce this
teaching. Does a man obtain eternal life by fulfilling the
requi renents of the | aw? Does a nan attain to the highest

pi nnacl e of spiritual possession through self-achi evenent,
when his best righteousness is said to be filthy rags?

The Weal t hy Leader
" And a certain ruler asked him saying Good Master,
what shall | do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus said
Thou knowest the conmmandnents . . . And the ruler said
Al these have | kept fromny youth up" (Luke 18:18-21).
It is at this point that the one nman differs fromthe other
How easy it would be to inmagine the Lord Jesus saying. " Wl
done, young man ; you have excelled at your |earning. Mny
people really believe that human nerit will gain the highest
awards in heaven. They say their virtue equals and even
excel s that of many other people. They keep the |aw, and
chal l enge any teaching which denies their right to eterna
security. Yet you realize this is not true. You are good, but
not good enough. You are conscious of spiritual need.”
And as Christ |ooked at the departing | awer, He could have
said, "Now that man asked the sane question, but his
notives were different. If one suggested that he had persona
need, he would treat the statenent as an insult. He's a | awer
an expert at discovering flaws in other people. He has yet
to di scover his own need. You, rich young rul er, know your
need. Well done."
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The Wonderful Lord

The Savi our continued, " Yet |ackest thou one thin,-: sel

all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven: and cone, follownme " (v. 22). Wy

did not Christ repeat the story of the good Samaritan to this
ruler? And why did He not ask the |lawyer to forsake al

and follow Hn? Alittle investigation reveals the fact that
the answers to these questions supply a conprehensive view

of the doctrines of God. The lawer was told to keep the

law, for if he conscientiously did this, his very nearness to
God woul d beget a sense of personal need. The rul er had al ready
di scovered his need, and it only remained to find a renedy.

He was given a new challenge, "Sell all that thou hast, and
come, follow ne." This was a test to ascertain whether or

not he would permt the Lord to occupy the throne of his

af fections. Probably had he expressed willingness to obey the
Master's conmand, he woul d have been sent honme with a
benedi cti on. What nust | do to inherit eternal life? | mnust
recogni ze nmy need as a sinner, and then crown Christ Lord

of ny life.
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