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THE LAMB ... the al pha and onmega of CGod's revelation
(REVELATION 7: 14; 21: 27; 22: 17)

The Book of Revelation is |like a great nountain range,

the I ower half of which is enshrouded in mists. The pic-
turesque phraseol ogy, the strange figures and forns, the
attendant descriptions, are swirling cl oud-banks obscuring

our vision, and | eaving us to guess what unrivalled beauties
mght lie in the shadows. Attracted rather than repelled by
this barrier, nmany Bible students have plunged into the
unknown. Their |isteners have marvell ed at the expository
genms brought into the light ; but sonme have becone a little
confused when ot her Christian nountaineers emerged with
interpretations which seenmed to contradict earlier findings.
Fog can play peculiar tricks with vision, and all youthfu

Bi bl e teachers m ght be well advised to explore | ess dangerous
pl aces. Neverthel ess, the upper slopes of this great nountain
range are plainly visible. They glisten and shine in the |ight
of another world ; their peaks point upward ; and in spite of
the underlying fog, they beckon the brave and the resourceful
Cut out in the rocks of these upper slopes, one inperishable
nane defies the ravages of tinme. That nane is: the Lanb.

The Lanb's Bl ood Redeeni ng

This is a nountain peak of unrivalled beauty. The gl ades

and glens of the lowands lead to the sunlit pastures beyond.
There the air is clear, and the flowers of Paradise nod in the
breeze. Against the sonbre background of Sinai, where the

| aw t hundered out to trenbling nan, this celestial em nence
rises far above the fog and snoke of earth. It reaches to the
throne of God, and provides a path by which all nen can

draw near to worship. It is truly a remarkabl e thing that
sinners should ever find an entrance into the presence of

CGod ; yet it is far nore wonderful that the Son of God

shoul d have becone personally responsible for getting them
there. He entered into the world to save sinners ; and since
the I aw stated that w thout the sheddi ng of blood there could
be no rem ssion, He gladly laid down His life for nmen. Peter

said, " You were not redeened with corruptible things . . .

but with the precious blood of Christ " (I Peter | : 18, 19).
The saints in heaven reiterated these sentinents and sang a new
song, "Thou art worthy . . . for thou hast redeened us

to God by thy blood " (Rev. 5:9'"). Wen John enquired
concerni ng the people who were present before the throne of
God, he was told, "These are they which . . .have washed
their robes and made themwhite in the blood of the |anb
(7: 14).

The Lanb's Book Revealing

" And | saw the dead, small and great, stand before God

and t he books were opened: and another book was opened,

which is the book of |ife: and the dead were judged out of

those things which were witten in the books, according to

their works.... And whosoever was not found witten in the

book of life was cast into the |ake of fire" (20: 12-15). John

wote of the Holy City, "And there shall in no wi se enter

into it anything that defileth . . . but they which are witten

in the lanb's book of life" (21:27). The text infers three

vital things. (i) God's records are true. It nmay be taken for

granted that the account will be accurate. What | am He wll

record. (ii) God's appointnents are inescapable. John stresses

the fact that all nmen will stand before God. Their reluctance

to do so will not provide a way of escape. This is an appoint-
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ment no one can avoid. (iii) God' s decisions are final. There
is no court of appeal. Whatever is nmeant by the term" the
| ake of fire " is sonething each individual nust consider
personal ly. To say the |l east, any verdict leading to eterna
rejection can be nothing short of tragic.

The Lanb's Bride Rejoicing

"And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away. . . . And

John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem com ng down from

God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus-
band. And | heard a great voice out of heaven sayi ng,

Behol d, the tabernacle of God is with nmen, and he will dwell
with them and they shall be his people, and God hinsel f
shall be with them . . . And God shall w pe away all tears
fromtheir eyes ; and there shall be no nore death, neither
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any nore pain "
(21:1-4). Finally, John recorded the words of his Lord, " |
amthe root and the offspring of David, and the bright and
morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say, Conme. . . .
And et himthat is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely” (22: 16, 17). Earth should be
nore than a playground. It should be the preparatory stage
where wi se people prepare for eternity. The Gospel of God
says come, and no soul can be deaf when Cod is speaking.
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