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THE HOUSE OF THE PASSOVER TO SUPPLY A SEQUEL (LUKE 22:7-14)

“Then cane the day of unleavened bread, when the passover
must be killed. And he sent Peter and John, saying Go and prepare
us the passover, that we may eat. And they said unto him Were
wilt thou that we prepare? And he said unto them Behold, when ye
are entered into the city, there shall a man neet you, bearing a
pitcher of water; follow himinto the house where he entereth in.

And ye shall say unto the goodnan of the house, The Master saith
unto thee, Were is the guest chanber, where | shall eat the pass-
over with ny disciples? And he shall shew you a |arge upper room
furni shed; there make ready. And they went, and found as he had
said unto them and they nmade ready the passover. And when the
hour was cone, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with ~

Thi s has al ways been one of the nobst intriguing stories of the
New Testanment. Throughout the history of the church schol ars have
debat ed concerning the identity of the man who owned the roomin
whi ch Jesus and His followers celebrated the feast of Passover.
Theol ogi ans beli eve he mi ght have been the husband of Mary and
the father of John Mark. Luke, who wrote the Acts of the Apostles,
said that when Peter was miracul ously released from prison, he
eventually canme to the house where many were gat hered together
praying (see Acts 12:12). Historians claimthat three mllion people
attended the feast, and acconmodation for such a | arge nunber of
pilgrims was difficult to find. That a large roomwas still avail able
in Jerusal em supports the idea the Savior had al ready arranged with
the owner for the special roomto be reserved for His use. It was
furni shed and could easily have been rented. Evidently the disciples
wer e unaware of any previous arrangenments, for Peter and John
were given specific instructions howto contact their guide. If the
man were the father of John Mark, he could have been a conmmitted
believer. That he willingly cooperated with strangers suggests this
was not his first contact with the Savior. Details of which nothing is
known m ght have been previously planned.

Even if the man were the husband of Mary, he was not included
anong the apostles who sat at the table with the Lord. Probably the
owner, whoever he night have been, celebrated the feast with his
famly in another part of the home. This story is one of the nost
fascinating accounts in the New Testanent.
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The Unusual Man... Carrying Water

Water carriers in the Mddle East are always wonen. During
visits to Jordan, Egypt, and Israel, | have never seen a man perform
ing that task, but it is a cormmon sight to see a wonan bal ancing a
wat erpot on the top of her head or carrying a large jar on her
shoul der as she either talks with friends or wal ks through a crowded
street. The task is beneath the dignity of males. Bedouin wonen
carry water over long distances to refresh their fanmlies. Wen Chri st
instructed His disciples to look for and follow a man carryi ng wa-
ter, He either reveal ed arrangenents had al ready been nade or that
He was ommi sci ent and saw bef orehand what woul d happen. Jesus
knew t he exact tine of day when this event would take place. It is
not known whet her the man's wife was incapacitated, but evidently
he was not concerned with the attitude of onlookers. If the Savior
suggested this course of action, the fellow was very cooperative. I|f
he had not received instructions, he was a nost unusual man

Dr. DD M Spence, witing in the Pulpit Comrentary, supplies
interesting information. He says, "The name of the man who was to
nmeet the disciples was onittedApurposely think Theophyl ac and
others, lest the place of neeting should be prematurely known to
Judas. Bearing a pitcher of water' would be an unusual sight in an
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Oiental city where the water is drawn by wonmen. It is probabl e that
the “man' whomthe Master foretold John and Peter woul d neet,
was the naster of the house, who according to Jewi sh custom on
the 13th of Nisan, before the stars appeared in the heaven, had
himself to go to the public fountain to draw the water with which
t he unl eavened bread for the Passover was kneaded" (quoted from
The Pul pit Commentary, vol. 16, Luke, p. 196).

The Unsel fish Man... Surrendering Hi s Prenises

"And he said unto them Behold, when ye are entered into the
city, there shall a nan neet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow
himinto the house where he entereth in. And ye shall say unto the
goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Were is the
guest chanber, where | shall eat the passover with ny disciples?

And he shall shew you a | arge upper room furnished: there nake
ready. "

| mense crowds fromall over the world celebrated the feast of
Passover. It was the busiest and nost sacred time of Israel's year.
Special legislation had to be passed by the rulers allowing visitors
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to erect tents on lawns or any piece of spare |and. Formerly, pil-
grims were required to canp within specified areas, but the multi-
tudes nade it necessary to erect tents wherever |and could be found.
Peopl e established tenporary hones as far away as Bethany. A
conpari son mght be nade with the crowds of Mbslens who annu-

ally visit their holy city of Mecca.

Jewi sh property owners joyfully anticipated every feast when
they were able to augnent their income. Even beggars in the street
expl oited the occasi on. Wien many strangers sought acconmoda-
tion, rents increased enormously, and property owners were able to
ask any price desired. It was therefore obvious the friend who re-
served his "large upper roont for Jesus could have rented his prop-
erty for a large sum of noney. Evidently, helping the Lord was
nore to be desired than increasing wealth.

When the disciples saw a man carrying a pitcher of water, they
approached and repeated what their Master had commanded. Proba-
bly this was sone kind of password pre-arranged by Jesus. The
water carrier then led the way to the "goodman of the house" who
was asked about the |arge upper room This was a unique situation
Passover was the time for famly cel ebrations, but on this occasion
twel ve men away fromtheir hones were neeting with the Lord. It
is extremely doubtful whether they understood the significance of
the words spoken by Jesus, "Wth desire | have desired to eat this
passover with you before |I suffer." This was to be Hi s final Pass-
over. It would be a very special occasion
The Uni que Man A Large Upper Room Furni shed"

Luke rem nds us that the host had foreseen every need. The Lord
and twel ve disciples wuld be present, and whatever was consid-
ered necessary for their confort was supplied by the owner of the
prem ses. It is not known whether the nen sat on the carpeted fl oor
or reclined on couches. There woul d have been a table and perhaps
benches. The kindly host had surveyed the room and deci ded not h-
ing could be too good for the Master. Before the Passover began
that graci ous host assured hinself that Jesus would be pleased with
everyt hi ng arranged.

He was probably present when the disciples nmade preparations
for the feast, but it would be interesting to know if he actually
purchased the lanb used in the sacrificial ritual. Three nmillion
visitors were in Jerusalem and each family needed a | anb. The
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dermand on the sheep narkets outside the city would have been
phenomenal . Hebrew | aw i nsisted that each |anb be presented to

the priests for exam nation, for animals with a bl enm sh were never
accepted for sacrifice. To neet the | egal requirenments of the occa-
sion, crowds of people would be waiting in line to present their
animal s for inspection; delays were inevitable. Whether the disci-
pl es or the host purchased a | anb renai ns uni nportant; the ani mal
never becane a part of the Lord' s Passover feast.

When the certificate of authorization was obtai ned and taken back
to the hone, the owner was pleased. Everything was in readi ness for
the Master. "And when the hour was cone, he [Jesus] sat down, and
the twel ve apostles with hinf' (Luke 22:14). What foll owed begs
description. The herbs, spices and unl eavened bread were all ready
for use, but as the disciples remenbered the usual procedure, they
were nystified by the absence of neat. The | anbAeven if it had
been sl ai nAwas never used. Jesus took bread and w ne and bl essed
the sacred synbols, but portions of the sacrifice were not distributed
nor eaten. |If anyone present asked, "Master, where is the | anb?"

Jesus nmay have quietly replied, "I amthe Lanmb." "Woso eateth ny

flesh, and drinketh nmy blood, hath eternal life, and I will raise himup
at the last day. For ny flesh is neat indeed, and ny blood is drink

i ndeed. He that eateth ny flesh, and drinketh nmy blood, dwelleth in

me, and | in hinf (John 6:54A56). Did the disciples understand what

was sai d? Maybe not then, but later the Holy Spirit enabled themto
explain that truth, and it was said, ~These that have turned the world
upsi de down are conme hither also" (Acts 17:6).

The presence of Christ transforned the upper roominto a sanc-
tuary, and when the Lord led His followers in the singing of a
hym, the nusic was destined to echo around the world. After the
ascension of the Savior, the disciples returned "unto Jerusal em from
the nount called Adivet, which is fromJerusal em a sabbath day's
journey. And when they were cone in, they went up into an upper
room where abode both Peter, and Janes, and John, and Andrew,

Philip, and Thomas, Barthol onew, and Matthew, Janes the son of

Al phaeus, and Si non Zel otes, and Judas the brother of Janes. These
all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the
wonen, and Mary the nother of Jesus, and with his brethren" (Acts
1:12A14) . The prayer neeting continued until the day of Pentecost
when the Holy Spirit descended upon one hundred and twenty peo-

pl eAt he pl ace nmust have been a | arge upper roon
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Later, it was witten of Peter, "And when he had considered the
thing [his mracul ous escape fromprison] he canme to the house of
Mary the nother of John, whose surnane was Mark; where many
were gathered together praying." It is significant that a | arge, upper
room was menti oned on several occasions; the place was well known
and popul ar anmong early Christians. Was it the sane roomin which
the Lord cel ebrated the Last Supper? Wen the Savi or broke the
bread and instituted a new feast, He began sonething to last through-
out the church age. Prior to that final Passover, attention was direct-
ed toward a | anb; afterward everything was centered in the true
Lanmb of God who took away the sin of the world (see John 1:29).

The conmuni on service neant everything to the early Chris-
tians. The roomin which the Lord broke the bread was large. If it
was the sanme place where 120 people were anointed by the Holy
Spirit, then it was very large. Yet it should be renenbered that
Jesus said, "For where two or three are gathered together in ny
nane, there am| in the mdst of thent (Man. 18:20). Had He said,
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"For where two or three hundred are nmet together in nmy name," He
woul d have limted the areas in which H's presence could be ex-
pected. The snall er number suggested that even the nost hunbl e
dwel l'ing can beconme a holy place. Perhaps in the final analysis it
was providential that the nane of the househol der was never given.
Every follower of Christ has the power to sanctify his own hone
and expect the great Physician to make frequent house calls.
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