THE HOVE OF SI MON PETER TO STI MULATE SERVI CE
THE HOVE COF SI MON PETER TO STI MULATE SERVI CE ( MARK 1:28-31)

The service in the synagogue had ended. The congregation was
st andi ng out si de discussing the event that had electrified the sabbath
audi ence. A denon possessed man had been miracul ously delivered
by Jesus of Nazareth, but the people could hardly believe what had
happened. Peter was probably | ooking toward the shi mering wa-
ters of the Sea of Galilee, and perhaps the gentle breeze bl ow ng
upon the trees increased the music already within his soul. He saw
t he nei ghbors returning to their hones, but the Preacher remained
noti onl ess; none of the citizens had invited Hmto dinner. The
fi sherman asked the Lord and H's few disciples if they would Iike
to cone to his hone to rest and neet his wife

Many years later Mark wote, "And forthwith, when they were
conme out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Sinon
and Andrew, with James and John. But Sinon's wife's nother |ay
sick of a fever, and anon they tell himof her. And he cane and took
her by the hand, and lifted her up; and i mediately the fever left her
and she mnistered unto theni (Mark 1:29A31). Sinon's wife had
nmeal s to prepare, a nother confined to her bed with a fever, and
then she thought of the inpending arrival of the additional guests.
Had soneone rebuked Peter, he would probably have shrugged his
shoul ders and replied, "She can nanage it." Sonme w ves placed in
that position would have accused the husband of being thoughtl ess!

The hostess must have been very worried. Under normal circum
stances she woul d have been assisted by her nother, but unfortu-
nately the ol der wonan was stricken with a great feverAshe was
burni ng up! When she heard of her son-in-law s action, she proba-
bly burned even nore! Sinon had been born wi thout brains! Her
daughter only had one pair of hands, and filled with frustration, the
not her was hel pl ess. Qutside in the Iiving room conversation m ght
have been difficult. Then "anon they tell himof her.” He sniled and
rose to Hs feet. Jesus was not only a great Physician, He was
exciting and gracious. Hi s bedside manner was perfect. "And he
cane and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and i nmediately
the fever left her, and she mnistered unto them" Her instant recov-
ery was astoundi ng, but her response was even nobre amazi ng.

When Mark described the mracle, he never nentioned any re-
turning of thanks. Apparently the nother did not even kneel at the
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Lord's feet; she was urgently needed in the kitchen. If thanks were
necessary, they could be given later. The Lord was hungry, the
guests were waiting, her daughter was overworked. "Peter, get out

of ny way, | have a job to do."™ Wthin a short tine the neal was
served. She never received a doctor's bill. She knew a better way of
payi ng her debt Ashe mnistered to the Lord.

Perhaps within that home in Capernaum Peter did nost of the
tal ki ng; the wormen did the work. Nothing nore was recorded
about that energetic nother-in-law, but it nay be assuned her
gratitude was overwhel ning. The news of her healing spread swiftly
through the city, and soon the house was surrounded by an im
mense crowd of nei ghbors who brought with thema variety of
sick people. "And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto
himall that were diseased, and themthat were possessed with
devils. And all the city was gathered together at the door. And he
heal ed nany that were sick of diverse diseases, and cast out many
devils; and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew
him (Mark 1:32A34).

The streets were filled with nany types of suffering people. The
area resenbl ed an overflow froma hospital. The sun was setting
upon a scene never to be forgotten. Wen the Savi or noved anong
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the sufferers, H's touch brought |ife and peace to their troubled
souls. H's mnistry continued until, conpletely exhausted, the Lord
sought refuge in the home of His friend. Maybe the grateful nother-
in-law nade Hi s bed and gently closed the door, telling the others to
| ower their voices; the Master needed rest. "And in the norning,
rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a
solitary place, and there prayed" (Mark 1:35).

Did the heal ed wonan prepare a speci al breakfast and wonder
why her Guest was not even in the house? She becane a startling
contrast to the citizens of Capenaum who, although they saw so
nmuch, deserved God's condemation. It was not surprising when
the Lord eventually said, "And thou, Capernaum which art exalted
unto heaven, shalt be cast down to hell: for if the mighty works,
whi ch have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom it would
have remained until this day" (Matt. 11:23). Nevertheless, in the
m dst of those unbelieving people |ived the graci ous wonan who
never forgot how the Lord had turned her night into day. It has
often been clainmed that Christians are saved to serve. This |ady was
a glorious exanple of that fact. The story suggests four things.
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The Serious Problem . . Threatening

"But Sinon's wife's nother lay sick of a fever." There were
marshes in the area and high fevers were common. The nane of
Peter's wife was never nentioned, but we may assune that she and
her husband provi ded a hone for the nother-in-law. Wen Pau
wote to the Corinthians, he intimated that Sinon Peter was a mar-
ried nman whose wi fe acconpani ed hi mon his mnissionary journeys
(see 1 Cor. 9:5). According to the testinonies of two of the early
church | eaders, Cdenent of Al exandria and Eusebius, Peter's wfe
gave her life for the Lord, and her husband was conpelled to watch
as she was led away. His last words to her were, "Renmenber thou
the Lord."” That information provides a brief glinpse of the wonan
who wel coned the Lord and Hi s disciples. She nmust have been
very tolerant and patient; living with Sinon Peter could not have
been easy. It is not known how | ong her husband had been away
fromhome, but it could not have been nore than a few days.
During his absence his nother-in-law had contracted this trouble-
some fever and was confined to her bed. If Peter knew what had
taken place at honme, he possibly was glad to escape responsibilities
by attending the service in the |ocal synagogue.

He never forgot that neeting in the sanctuary when his new
Mast er addressed the congregation. During the sernon a raucous
voi ce was heard interrupting the Speaker, and the disciple saw the
man who was di sturbing everybody. The denpon possessed fell ow
was waving his arnms and shouting, "Let us al one; what have we to
do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou cone to destroy us?
know t hee who thou art, the Holy One of God" (Mark 1:24). The
audi ence was perpl exed, and sone were afraid for the interrupter
was known to be a dangerous man. Peter was amazed when Jesus
said, "Hold thy peace, and conme out of him" After the service he
continued to think of these things, but trouble awaited himat hone,
and the mracle in the synagogue could not solve that problem

Families can be like the Sea of Galilee. Sonme days they are
covered by blue skies and attractive sunshine. At other tines they
are beset by stormclouds; the atnosphere is chilling, and the out-
| ook bl eak. Sickness brings its own problens, but when the ill ness
is life threatening, increasing concern disturbs the entire househol d.
The best thing to do with a problemis to lay it before Jesus. He can
hel p when ot her sources fail
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The Sinple Prayer.. . Telling

It woul d have been interesting had the New Testanent supplied
nore information concerning events on that nenorable day. It is
al nrost certain that Jesus was asked to visit Peter's honme. It would
have been surprising had He invited H nself. Sinon was already a
disciple, and since they were in the vicinity of his honme, Peter said,
"Master, would you like to conme to ny hone to rest and neet ny
wi fe?" A fisherman's cottage was unpretentious, the furniture ordi-
nary and unspectacular. If the wife were not given advance warni ng
of the arrival of additional guests, she would have been agitated and
worried as she endeavored to adjust to the new circunstances. My-
be she asked the guests to be seated in the living roomwhile she
hurried to the kitchen

There is no nention of any conversation prior to the serving of
the nmeal . Perhaps speaking was a little difficult as the nmen sat in
the Lord's presence. Did Jesus ask about other nenbers of the
famly, and was it then that "anon, they tell himof her"? (see
Mark 1:30). Luke, who specialized in recording details, wote,

"And Sinon's wi fe's nother was taken with a great fever; and

t hey besought himfor her” (Luke 4:38). The text suggests this
was i ntercession and not a casual reference to the ol der wonman.
The statenent is thought provoking, for evidently sone person
believed the Visitor was able to heal the nother. Was that infor-
mant i nfluenced by the mracul ous deliverance in the synagogue?
Was that basically the reason why Sinon invited Jesus to visit his
home? It would be foolish to seek nedi ci ne when the great Physi-
cian was near. Many years after that event James wote, "Ye have
not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask
am ss" (Janes 4: 2A3).

The strength of the early church was its ability to pray. Those
Christians spent nore time on their knees than they did in pulpits.
Prior to the Day of Pentecost, the saints prayed for ten days. Later
when Peter was brought out of the prison, he considered the nature
of his mracul ous deliverance and realized prayer was bei ng nade
on his behal f. "And when he had considered the thing, he cane to
the house of Mary the nother of John, whose surnanme was Mark;
where many were gathered together praying" (Acts 12:12). The
Lord loved to share the problenms of His followers, and that was
evident during His visit to the honme of Sinon Peter
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The Sublime Power... Transform ng

"And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up, and
i medi ately the fever left her" (Mark 1:31). The Englishmen's G eek
New Test anment says the nother-in-law was "oppressed with a great
fever.” The New English Bible translates the passage, "she was in
the grip of a great fever." The woman was dangerously ill and
hel pl ess. It should be renmenbered that this mracle was perforned
early in the Lord's mnistry. Later, when Hi s power was known
t hroughout the country, people were uni npressed, and some of His
enenies attributed H's success to Hi s association with Beel zebub
the prince of evil. The news regarding the nother of Sinon's wife
astoni shed the citizens of Capernaum who hoped He woul d conti n-
ue His efforts.

The wonan was seriously ill when Jesus entered her bedroom
What she thought or said was never reveal ed, but the Lord gracious-
Iy took her hand, rebuked the fever, and carefully hel ped her to sit
up. The New English Bible translated the passage, "Her tenperature
returned to nornal, and she got up and prepared a nmeal for them"
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During the tinme when Christ ministered, there were numerous na-
gicians who clained to be exorcists. The Tal nud, which is the
official collection of Jewish witings relative to Hebrew civil and
religious |laws, mentions the nethods by which their performances
wer e supposedly acconplished. An iron knife was tied by hunan
hair to a thorn bush, certain Scriptures were read on successive
days, and finally magical formulas were used to conplete the pro-
cedure. Many peopl e believed these deceivers to be indispensable.
Peter met one of themin Samaria. "But there was a certain man
call ed Sinon, which beforetine in the sanme city used sorcery, and
bewi t ched the people of Samaria, giving out that hinself was sone
great one: To whomthey all gave heed, fromthe |least to the great-
est, saying, This man is the great power of God" (Acts 8:9A10).
Paul also nmet sinilar nmen. "Then certain of the vagabond Jews,
exorcists, took upon themto call over themwhich had evil spirits
the nane of the Lord Jesus, saying, W adjure you by Jesus whom
Paul preacheth. And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and
chief of the priests, which did so. And the evil spirit answered and
said, Jesus | know, and Paul | know, but who are ye? And the nan
in whomthe evil spirit was | eaped on them and overcane them
and prevail ed against them so that they fled out of that house naked
and wounded" (Acts 19: 13A16).
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These evil practitioners were conpletely different fromthe Sav-
ior who was not a deceiver. When He stood beside the bed of
Peter's relative, H s eyes were filled with conpassion. Gently He
touched her, and she was instantly heal ed. There was nothing osten-
tati ous. What happened was dignified and inspiring. H's touch
brought peace to her soul

The Stirring Praise... Thrilling

"And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him al
that were di seased, and themthat were possessed with devils. And
all the city was gathered together at the door. And he heal ed nany
that were sick of diverse diseases, and cast out many devils; and
suffered not the devils to speak because they knew hini (Mark
1: 32A34). News travels fast! Dr. WIlliamBarkley, in his conmen-
tary on Mark states, "According to Jewi sh customthe nain sabbath
nmeal cane inmediately after the synagogue service, at the sixth
hour, that is at twelve o' clock mdday. The Jew sh day began at 6
A.M and the hours are counted fromthen." The healing of the
not her-i n-1aw probably occurred soon afterward. During the four or
five hours that followed, the news of the mracle spread throughout
Capernaum and the people were filled with excitenent. Fanilies
brought their sick, and the streets were filled with eager people.
Mark said, "And all the city was gathered together at the door."

The air was filled with the joyful shouts of delivered people.
Parents threw their arms around heal ed children, and others were
anazed when denons were expelled. It was such an extraordi nary
scene that even angel s might have watched in amazenent. Sone-
where in the background stood the nother whose deliverance caused
t he excitenent. Maybe she wept for joyAwho can tell? That won-
derful woman never forgot the tine when she first met the Savior
To her He woul d al ways be "The Great Physician."
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