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Foll ow me, And he arose and followed Hm (Mirk 2:14).

The difference between a hobo and a pilgrimis that the one
per son wanders, the other has a fixed destination. Life is a jour-
ney. The road may |ead through green pastures or sandy deserts.
but the end is assured. The path of |ife leads fromthe cradle to the
grave. The Christian is a pilgrimwho is always goi ng somewhere.

Fi ve epi sodes of human history graphically display this fact.

The Call to Cone
Two of every sort shall cone unto thee, to keep themalive
(Gen. 6:20).

Armong the nunerous criticisns of the biblical account of the
flood is the statenent that it would have been inpossible for
Noah to collect two of every kind of animl upon the earth. One
cynic wote: "It would have been necessary for Noah to live six
hundred lifetimesAnot six hundred yearsAto acconplish that
task." Evidently the critic was not a careful student of the Scrip-
ture. The patriarch was never asked to collect aninals. He was
told "two of every sort shall come unto thee." Noah's responsi -
bility was the conpletion of the ark: it was the work of the Lord
to bring the species destined to repopulate the world. That, to
some degree. was the greatest achi evenent since the creation of
the world. Aninmals that enjoyed the conpany of their Kkind, that
thrived on the grass God had grown, suddenly becane di scon-
tented and restless. The pasture which had been enjoyable failed
to pl ease, and the conpany of other aninals becane boring. A
strange agitation began to destroy the tranquility of the aninals.
They appeared to be hearing a voice that said, "Leave it. |eave
it." Jehovah had chosen two of every kind of beast: the others
were content to stay where they were. They canme fromall direc-
tions and presented a sight never before seen. Graffes and rab-
bits, elephants and field mce wal ked side by side. They al
appeared to be aware of the need to get into the ship that Noah
had conpleted. If it were possible for aninals to talk, the rabbit
m ght have | ooked at the stately giraffe to say. "Wth a neck I|ike
that, you should be safe anywhere."” The m ce m ght have said to
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the lions and el ephants, "W understand why we need hel p. but
you are strong. Perhaps they m ght have replied. "Little fel-
lows, it is not what we are that matters but where we are! The
smal l est inside that ship will be safe: the strongest outside will
be lost. Cone on. get in before the door closes.™

That picture froman ancient world suggests that Jesus knew
what He was sayi ng when He uttered the words: "But as the
days of Noah were, so shall also the conming of the Son of man
be" (Matt. 24:37). As it was, so shall it be. God was and is stil
determined to populate the new world with those He will call.
When the Holy Spirit noves upon the consciences of nmen and
worren, worldly pleasure ceases to satisfy. and the conpany of
the unredeened is no |longer attractive. Then God's voice sug-
gests the need to search for safety. The universal church of Jesus
Christ supplies evidence that those who have heard H s call have
conme fromevery tongue and nation to find refuge within H s ark
of salvation. What we nay be is of no inportance: where we are
is all that matters. Jesus said: "Verily, verily. | say unto you. He
that heareth nmy word, and believeth on himthat sent nme, hath
everlasting life, and shall not cone into condemnation: but is
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passed fromdeath unto life" (John 5:24). The first pilgrinmage
|l eads to the Cross of Calvary.

The Call to Leave

"And the LORD went before themby day in a pillar of a cloud,
to lead themthe way: and by night in a pillar of fire, to give
themlight: to go by day and night" (Exod. 13:21).

The Lord brought the animals into the ark because He intended
to take theminto a new world, When Jehovah redeened Israel in
Egypt. it became evident He was deternined to |l ead Hi s people
i nto Canaan

The anci ent Hebrews were inexperienced in war. They had no
weapons with which to defend thensel ves, and only a mracle of
divine intervention could guarantee their survival in the wlder-
ness, Wthout the presence of God extinction would have been
inevitable. It becanme increasingly evident that the safety of the
nati on depended on the fact that Jehovah remained in the nidst
of His people. Israel would never be alone. The cloud which
hovered over the tabernacle by day and the pillar of fire which
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| ed through the night assured themthe Lord would be a Hel per
intinm of trouble. Wth Hi s assistance they could acconplish
t he i nmpossi bl e.

During the journey to Canaan God |ived anong H s people:
today He lives within H s people. Wien Paul wote to the Corin-
thian church he said, "Know ye not that ye are the tenple of
God. and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" (1 Cor. 3:16).

It is an amazing fact that throughout the world the Holy Spirit
guides God's children. His |leadership is available for the Afri-
can in his jungle hut, the nysterious Chinese believer in his
distant country, and to all nations of the world. The cloud by day
and the pillar of fire by night may still be seen by those whose
faith sees the invisible. God continues to |l ead H s people. and
the end of the pilgrimge is assured. "But the path of the just is
as the shining light, that shineth nore and nore unto the perfect

day" (Prov. 4:18). "In my Father's house are many mansions: if
it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for
you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will cone again,

and receive you unto nyself: that where | am there may ye be
al so" (John 14:2A3). The redeened of the Lord were never neant
to remain in Egypt!

The Call to Foll ow

"Wherefore he saith, Wien he ascended up on high, he |led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto nen. (Now that he as-
cended, what is it but that he al so descended first into the

| oner parts of the earth? He that descended is the sane al so
that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all
things)" (Eph. 4:8A10).

Bet ween the death and resurrection of the Savior, He per-
fornmed a special nissionAto open a door and proclaimfreedom
to nultitudes of saints who had been unable to enter into the
presence of God, When Sinon Peter preached on the Day of
Pentecost, be nmade an inportant statenment: "For David is not
ascended into the heavens" (Acts 2:34). The sins of the world
had not yet been abolished, and, consequently, the people who
had di edAboth saints and sinnersAwent to a place called Sheol
or Hades (see Luke 16: 19A31), The death of Christ made it
possi ble for the Savior to liberate H's people and lead theminto
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the presence of His Father. He appeared before millions of Ad
Testament saints to say: "It is time to | eave. Follow nme." The

gates of Sheol were opened, and one of the greatest parades
commenced. One-half of Sheol remained occupied by the un-

ri ght eous people awaiting judgnent. but the other half was enp-
tied as the Lord led nultitudes into the presence of the Al m ghty.
Language is too inpoverished to describe the joy of the rel eased
soul s: they beheld the Savior and knew Hi s redeemnmi ng death had
made their honegoi ng possible. Wien they heard Christ saying.
"Brethren, it is tine to |eave. Follow ne." they were ready to
comence their journey.

The Call to Ascend

For the Lord hinmself shall descend from heaven with a shout

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trunp of Cod:

and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with themin the cl ouds,
to neet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord (I Thess. 4:16Al7).

When the Lord |liberated the ancient saints, He |l ed themby a
new and living way into the presence of H's Father. Throughout
the A d Testanment period believers had gone to the righteous
section of Sheol, but that never happened again. Wen saints die
they go i Mmediately into the presence of God. "W are confi -
dent, | say, and willing rather to be absent fromthe body. and to
be present with the Lord"” (2 Cor. 5:8).

Bodi es are not essential for survival in the presence of Cod.
Nevertheless, it is said that "we shall have a body |ike unto his
gl orious body" (Phil. 3:21). Wthout themit would be inpossi-
ble for the church to reign with Christ on earth. The nortal body
must put on inmortality, and the corruptible nust be superseded
by incorruption. This exciting transformation will take place when
the Savior returns for Hi s BrideAthe church. Wen the trunpet
of the archangel announces the return of Christ, the bodies of
saints will be raised to newness of life and caught up into the
clouds where they will be clainmed by their former owners. Res-
urrected bodies will hear and answer the call of God, and the
Rapture of the church will present one of the nost glittering
spect acl es ever wi tnessed. Redeened souls who have died wll
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respond to the sumons of the Al nmighty, and the heavens will

be filled with people resplendent in inmortality. Angels wll
wat ch in surpassing wonder, and the sky will resound with the
song: "Worthy is the Lanb who was slain to redeemus by His

bl ood." Thereafter God's kingdomw ||l be filled with excitenent
as preparation is nade for the marriage of the Son of Cod.

The Call to Return

And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse: and he
that sat upon himwas called Faithful and True, and in righ-
t eousness he doth judge and nmake war. Hi s eyes were as a
flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns: and he hath

a nane witten, that no man knew, but he hinself. . . . And
the arm es which were in heaven followed hi mupon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. . . And he hath

on his vesture and on his thigh a nanme witten. KING OF
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS (Rev. 19:11-16).
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CGod intends to purify the world. Through H s servant Isaiah
He said: "The wolf also shall dwell with the Ianb, and the | eop-

ard shall lie down with the kid: and the calf and the young |ion
and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them And
the cow and the bear shall feed: their young ones shall Iie down

together: and the Iion shall eat straw |like an ox. And the suckling
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child
shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor
destroy in all ny holy nountain: for the earth shall be full of the
knowl edge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea" (lsa. 11:6A8).
CGod intends to nmake this planet what it was originally neant to
be.

This was to be the introduction of God's final attenpt to
purify the earth. Later |egions of human bei ngs deceived by
Satan woul d make an attenpt to destroy the foll owers of Cod,
but their efforts would be destroyed by fire descending from
heaven (Rev. 20:7A10). That the saints will acconpany their
Lord on this final episode suggests questions difficult to answer,
They are described as riding upon white horses. Does that nean
t hat heaven has vast stables of purebred horses? That arrange-
ment woul d require innunerable hostlers to attend to the con-
stant needs of the animals. If that were true, it nmight be difficult
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to appreciate nmany inplications. Was John using terns easily
understood on earth to express the omnipotence of the Lord?

The saints will share in that trenendous parade which will bring
them back to earth. Paul was so convinced of the continuity of
fell owship between Christ and His followers, that he wote to
the Ronmans saying: "For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels. nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea-
ture. shall be able to separate us fromthe [ove of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom 8:38A39). God is able to com

pl ete what He commences. The parades nentioned in this study
endorse that fact.
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