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THE ETERNAL REM NDERS OF GRACE

And one shall say unto him What are these wounds in thy
hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was
wounded in the house of ny friends (Zech. 13:6).

Jenni fer, the youngest menber of the famly, was usually
subdued when she cane to the breakfast table, but one norn-
ing her eyes were bright with excitenent and her face was
radi ant. "Mther," she exclainmed. "Last night | dreaned I
was i n heaven, and | saw many wonderful people about whom
I learned in Sunday School. An angel introduced ne to Jo-
seph, and David, and Peter, and John, and nany others." "And
were you introduced to Jesus?" gently asked the nother. "On,
no, there was no need for that. Wen | saw the snile on H s
face, and saw H's arns held out to ne, | saw the print of the
nails in H's hands." Mss Fanny Crosby woul d have appreci -
ated the girl's coments for she wote:

When ny life-work i s ended,

And | cross the swelling tide,

When the bright and glorious norning | shall see;
| shall know ny Redeener

When | reach the other side,

And His snile will be the first to wel cone ne.

I shall know Hm | shall know H m
And redeenmed by His side | shall stand,
I shall know Hm | shall know H m
By the print of the nails in H s hand.

When the prophet |saiah spoke on behalf of Jehovah, he
said: "For, behold, | create new heavens and a new earth: and
the former shall not be renmenbered, nor conme into m nd"

(I'sa. 65:17). Al Christians would be delighted to know the
m st akes nade during their stay on earth will be obliterated
and eternally forgotten. "They shall not hurt nor destroy in al
my holy nmountain: for the earth shall be full of the know edge
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of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea" (Isa. 11:9). Never-
t hel ess, the statenent made by |saiah was not all enbracing.

Sorre things will be eternal reninders of the matchl ess grace
of God.

The Irrepl aceable ....... Remai ni ng

Then saith he to Thonmas, Reach hither thy finger, and behol d

ny hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into ny side:
and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and
said unto him M Lord and nmy God (John 20:27-28).

Thomas was despondent; his Master had been crucified.
and the world had fallen apart! The other disciples had changed.
Sorrow had been repl aced by happi ness, but their testinony
seened outrageous. How could Jesus be alive when He was
dead? The unbelieving disciple was disgusted-and then Jesus
arrived. "Thomas, be not faithless but believing." The poor
man seened to be paralyzed for a few nonents and then
excitedly, he exclained, "My Lord and nmy God!" He saw the
nail prints in the outstretched hands of his Master and heard
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THE ETERNAL REM NDERS OF GRACE
the invitation, "Reach hither thy finger and behol d nmy hands,
and reach hither thy hand and thrust it into ny side." Jesus
awai ted a response which was not forthconi ng. Thomas had
seen and heard all he desired. Neverthel ess, the disciples saw

somet hi ng that day which was inconprehensi ble. They saw
scars destined to be visible throughout eternity.

Zechari ah descri bed events to take place preceding the coro-
nati on of Christ. He said the returning Messiah would stand
upon the Muunt of dives and hold out His arns toward the
astoni shed Israelis. "And one shall say unto him What are
t hese wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with
which | was wounded in the house of ny friends" (Zech. 13:6).
It is intriguing to know that after thousands of years, the scars
inflicted on Jesus will still be visible in Hs glorified body.

It is the fervent hope of all Christians that the nistakes
made on earth will someday be conpletely forgotten. The
lane will walk, the blind will see, and the deaf w |l hear.
Wheel chairs will never be needed, hospitals never built. It
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will be inpossible to find a doctor's office. Redeened saints
w ||l possess bodies "like unto his glorious body," for the nor-
tal will have put on inmortality, and the corruptible will have
put on incorruption. There will never be a blem sh, except for
those in the side and hands of the Savior. The wound prints
inflicted by the Romans, will forever rem nd the redeened of

the price paid for their redenption.

The Irrenmovable ....... Reveal i ng

And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse, and he
that sat upon himwas called Faithful and True, and in

ri ght eousness he doth judge and nake war. H s eyes were as a
flanme of fire, and on his head were nmany crowns; and he had
a nane witten, that no man knew, but he hinself. And he

was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his nane is
called The Wrd of God. And the arm es which were in heaven
foll owed hi mupon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean (Rev. 19:11-14).

It is believed that when John described the return of Christ,
his statement was |inked with another made centuries earlier
by the prophet Isaiah. "I have trodden the wi nepress al one;
and of the people there was none with ne: for | will tread
themin nmne anger, and tranple themin ny fury; and their
bl ood shall be sprinkled upon ny garnents, and I will stain
all ny rainment. For the day of vengeance is in ny heart, and
the year of nmy redeemed is cone" (lsa. 63:3-4). John de-
scribed the battle of Arnageddon and the Messiah's ascen-
sion to the throne of David when He will reign for one thousand
years. The slaying of evil people is not a pleasant thing to
consi der, but many teachers believe the Lord will be covered
with the blood of Hs enenies. So great will be the slaughter,
Isaiah's prediction will be literally fulfilled. "I will stain all
my garments."” This prophecy might have had an earlier ful-
fillment, but it must be adnitted this gruesone interpretation
is not convincing. Qther theol ogi ans conprom se by sayi ng
the stained garments may refer to the blood of H's enemes
and his own bl ood.
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It is unwise to be dogmatic in interpreting the Scripture,
but certain facts should be considered. The final battle of tine
will terminate, not as a blood bath, but because of radiation
Witing of the same conflict, Zechariah said: "And this shal
be the plague wherewith the LORD shall snite all the people
that have fought agai nst Jerusalem Their flesh shall consune
away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shal
consune away in their holes, and their tongue shall consune
away in their nouth" (see Zech. 14:12). The prophet also
descri bed how the enemes of Christ will attack their com
rades, and there will be no further need for divine interven-
tion. The situation described does not resenble a bl ood bath,
but a deadly catastrophe sinmilar to what happened when Aner-
i can airmen dropped the atom c bonbs upon the cities in
Japan.
It is necessary to consider another inportant fact. The only

garment to be stained by blood will be the vesture worn by
the Savior; the clothing worn by H's followers remai ns spot -
| ess. John said: "And the arnies which were in heaven fol -
| owed hi m upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean.” If the Lord leads H's armes into a terrible battle, how
can the garnments of the soldiers be unstai ned when those of
their Leader seemto have been "di pped in bl ood"? Was Cod
rem ndi ng everyone that others remain clean because Chri st
died to nmake that possible? "These are they which canme out

of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made
themwhite in the blood of the Lanb" (Rev. 7:14).

The I ndescribabl e Singing... Resoundi ng

And they sung a new song, . . . and the nunber of them was
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands
(Rev. 5:9,11).

This is an intriguing Scripture and difficult to conprehend.
Whet her or not the figures are to be accepted literally is de-
bat abl e. Ten thousand tines ten thousand woul d be one hun-
dred mllion. To that nust be added "thousands of thousands."
It is inmpossible to visualize a choir of those dinmensions. Were
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woul d they rehearse? O, if there were a command perfor-
mance, where would the presentation be made? It is interest-
ing to remenber that Daniel nade a prediction closely rel ated
to the event described by John

| beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of
days did sit, whose garnment was white as snow, and the hair
of his head |ike the pure wool: his throne was |ike the fiery
flane, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery streamissued
and canme forth frombefore him thousand thousands minis-
tered unto him and ten thousand tines ten thousand stood
before him the judgnment was set, and the books were opened
(Dan. 7:9-10).

The words "ten thousand tinmes ten thousand" are not found
in the G eek New Testanent. The text mnust be examined with
care. Yet sone details cannot be questioned. The apostle was
referring to an i nmense conpany of singers that included
angels, the living creatures, the elders, and the church. They
stood around the throne of God to pay homage to the Lanb. It
is not known what songs of praise may be included in heav-
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en's repertoire, but evidently these singers were remn nding
everybody of "the Lanb that was slain to redeemus to God
by his bl ood, out of every kindred and tongue and peopl e and
nation.” John mentioned two songs which nmay be |isted under
one title.

And they sing the song of Mdses the servant of God, and the

song of the Lanb, saying, Geat and nmarvel |l ous are thy works
Lord God Al mighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of

saints (Rev. 15:3).

The song of Mses referred to the redenption from Egypt.
The song of the Lanb cel ebrated the death of Christ and the
anmazi ng transformati on made possible by H's sacrifice. Heav-
en's nmusic will supersede anything heard on earth. It has been
my privilege to listen to great choirs, but nothing ever sur-
passed what | heard in the villages and schools of native
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Africa. Wen | first heard a tune being comenced by an

i ndi vidual, and then slowy. the deep bass voices of the nen
began to supply harnony, | thought it to be a foretaste of
heaven.

Wien the choir sings in the presence of God, ny African
friends will be there, and so will the representatives of al
nati ons.

Peopl e whose earthly voices left much to be desired wll
thrill the heart of God. What the Savior did to redeem nen
and worren will never be forgotten, and nmaybe an old chorus
fromearth m ght be heard again.

Lest | forget Gethsemane;

Lest | forget Thi ne agony;
Lest | forget Thy love for ne,
Lead nme to Cal vary.

The I nconparabl e Splendor... Reflecting

And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he
that sat upon himwas called Faithful and ..... and he had

a nane witten, that no man knew, but he hinself. . . and his
nane is called The Word of God . . . And he hath on his
vesture and on his thigh a nanme witten, KING OF KINGS

AND LORD OF LORDS (Rev. 19:11-16).

When John described the final events of tine, he nen-
tioned four nanes of the Savior.

1. Relating to H s Successful Mssion .. "Faithful and True"
2. Relating to His Strange Mystery.. "A Name Unknown"

3. Relating to H's Splendid Message.. "The Wrd"

4 Relating to Hi s Suprene Majesty.. "King of Kings and

Lbrd of Lords"

These nanes, although not fully understood, reveal every
facet of the Lord's ministry. They reach fromeverlasting to
everlasting-fromthe eternal ages before tine until the Sav-

ior will live forever with His bride, the church
111
Fai t hful And True... H's Successful M ssion
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The nost el oquent testinmony to the faithful ness of Chri st

was found in Hs own statenent: "And he that sent ne is with
me; the Father hath not left nme alone; for | do always those
things that please hint (John 8:29). God endorsed that claim
when He said, "This is ny beloved Son, in whom!| am well
pl eased” (Matt. 3:17). Throughout His mission to earth the
Lord was true to Hnself and to the cause He represented.

A Name Unknown ... His Strange Mystery
And he had a nane witten, that no man knew, but he hinself
(Rev. 19:12).

It woul d be unpardonably presunptive to specul ate what
Christ's new nanme will be. Nevertheless, its inmportance can-
not be disnmissed, for it was nmentioned three tines. (1) It was
written on a stone (see Rev. 2:17). "To himthat overconeth

will I. .. give hima white stone, and in the stone a new nane
written, which no man knowet h saving he that receiveth it."1
(2) It was witten on saints. "I will wite upon himnmy new

name"” (Rev. 3:12). This was a reward offered to overcom ng
Christians. (3) It was given to the Savior. "And he had a name
written, that no nan knew, but he hinself' (Rev. 19:12).

What ever that nane nay be, Christ will share it with H's
redeened people when they will be with their Lord through-

out the ages. Their association with Christ will be another
rem nder of the price paid for citizenship in heaven.

The Word ... His Splendid Message
For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Wrd, and the Holy Chost: and these three are one (1 John 5:7).

It seens strange that of all the New Testanent authors,
only John was inpressed by Christ's claimto be The Wrd.
The apostle wote his Gospel, three epistles, and the Revel a-
tion and nentioned that name in each of the three types of
comruni cati on. These references nmay be classified:
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The Savi or who saved fromthe penalty of sin.
The Supplicator who saves fromthe power of sin.
The Sovereign who will save fromthe presence of sin.

Wrds are a means of communi cation; they express thought.
The nessage of God was conveyed through the Savior, who
was, is, and ever will be, the divine Spokesman. John's refer-
ences, when considered in sequence, becone exceedingly in-
formative. The Word shared in the counsels of the divine famly
and hel ped fornul ate the plan whereby sal vati on becanme possi -
ble. John wote: "And the Wrd was nade flesh, and dwelt
anong us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). Cod
thought it necessary to have a special representative on earth
who woul d be capabl e of perforni ng what needed to be done.

The Word therefore decided to become hunan. "A body hast
thou prepared ne" (see Heb. 10:5). The eternal Son was cra-
dled in the wonb of Mary and thus becane "the only begotten
of the Father." The Gospel explains how He took sin to the
Cross and made reconciliation between God and guilty people.

When John wote his epistles, he provided a unique glinpse of
heaven. "For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father
the Wrd, and the Holy CGhost: and these three are one" (see
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1 John 5:7). The Savior conmenced providing sal vati on when He
was upon earth. He continues that work as the High Priest of Hs

peopl e, and the day is approachi ng when He will be crowned Ki ng
of Kings and Lord of Lords, and believers will be delivered from
the very presence of evil. Sin will be expelled forever.

Wthout a word, or words, this world would be a strange
pl ace. Men woul d be isolated w thout speech, sound, or
intelligence. Sinmlarly, without Christ, life would be
nmeani ngl ess. John had rare wi sdom when he recogni zed the
i mportance of a great name-The Wbrd.

King O Kings And Lord O Lords... H's Suprene
Maj esty

It should be remenbered that during the lifetinme of the
apostle, kings, and |lords represented the nost inportant people
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in the world. They were either absolute potentates or friends
of those who were. Therefore, when John nentioned these
nanmes of the Savior, be ascribed to the Lord the greatest
honor known to nmanki nd. Jesus was the Supreme One whom
all people would adore. It is informative to know that Chri st
received crowns at least three tines. (1) He was crowned with
thorns (John 19:2), (2) with glory and honor (Heb. 2:9), and
(3) will be the recipient of many crowns (Rev. 19:12). Only
then will He have conpleted the task given by H s father
Prophets predicted the Coronation of Christ. Saints preached
about it, and when it happens, everybody will praise the Lanb
upon His throne. The words of the poet may ring throughout
heaven:

The head that once was crowned with thorns
I's crowned with glory now

A royal di adem adorns

The mighty Victor's brow.

The hi ghest place that Heaven affords
Is His by sovereign right;
The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords,
He reigns in perfect |ight.

When John tried to express what had been revealed to him
his soul was stirred, and he said what every Christian would
like to repeat: "Even so, cone, Lord Jesus" (Rev. 22:20).

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Doth his successive journeys run
Hi s ki ngdom stretch from shore to shore

Till mpons shall wax and wane no nore.

1. See also Ivor Powell, "The Little Wite Stone" in Bible Treasures
(Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1953).
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