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THE DI SCIPLES . . . who had sl eepi ng sickness
(Luke 9:32)

"But Peter and they that were with himwere heavy
with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his
glory There are three instances of sleeping disciples
mentioned in the New Testanent, and in each case the
time spent in slunber proved to be exceedingly costly.
When the Lord Jesus led His faithful followers into the
Mount of Transfiguration they did not realize what anmaz-
ing events were about to take place. Deternmined to remain
with Himduring the night watches, they sat down on the
ground and were soon asleep. That they awakened j ust
intinme to see a transfigured Lord, and then to acconmpany
Hminto the valley, seens to suggest that they had slept for
nmost of the night. W shall never know how much they
m ssed.

They Slept and Mssed Hs dory
"When they were awake, they saw his glory, and the

two men that stood with him" Their brief vision left such
an indelible inpression upon their nenories that even
after thirty years the apostle Peter wote, "W were with
himin the holy mount™ (2 Pet. 1:18). The discipl es never
forgot the soul-stirring vision of the face that shone as the
sun, and the garnents which were white and glistening.
They remenbered how God said, "This is nmy bel oved

Son: hear him" Wth awe and anazenent they recalled

how Moses and Elijah spake of the "decease which he
shoul d acconplish at Jerusalem " and probably specul at ed
as to the reason why both the Law and the Prophets were
so informed of the Messiah's death. The glory of that
respl endent scene was indescribable. Radiance enanated
fromtheir bel oved Master, and He seened nore |like the
King of angels than the hero of poor fishermen. Al this
happened just prior to the dawn, and we are obliged to
ask what untold revel ati ons m ght have been theirs had
they remai ned awake and wat chful. Perhaps their slunbers
accounted for their subsequent defeat in the valley.

They Slept and M ssed Hi s Passion
There was a strange and eerie silence in the garden of

Get hsenmane on the night when Jesus was betrayed. The
stillness preceding the breaking of the stormonly accen-
tuated the heartbreaks of the Lord Jesus. Fully conscious
of His great need, He tenporarily withdrew fromthe

crowds and, acconpanied by three disciples, "went, as

he was wont, to the mount of AQives . . And being in an
agony he prayed nore earnestly: and his sweat was as it
were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

And when he rose up from prayer, and was conme to his

di sci ples, he found them sl eeping for sorrow' (Luke 22:
39-45). Indeed we are left with a question: If these nen
wer e sl eeping, who witnessed the sufferings of Christ?
Possi bly one of the men who had been left outside the
garden becane a little inpatient and cane in search of his
friends. |If this happened, then he arrived in tine to

Wi tness the indescribable. The |Iove of God's heart was
overflow ng, and the streans of eternal conpassion were
reaching out to earth's renotest end. Yet if the disciples
had remai ned awake during those noments of agoni zing
conflict, their appreciation of the price paid for our
redenpti on nmi ght have increased i measurably. Their
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sleep in the garden preceded the fear that made them
forsake their Lord.

They Sl ept and M ssed Eternal Joys
When the disciples asked for signs of the Lord's return,

He described ten virgins going forth in anticipation of a
wedding (Matt. 25:1-13). Wile the bridegroomtarried
they all slunbered and slept, but when the cry went forth,
"Behol d, the bridegroom coneth,"” they i mediately arose
and went forth to neet him Thereupon five foolish virgins
becane instantly conscious of their need, and while they
vainly sought hurriedly to prepare for the future, their
nonent of opportunity passed by. The five w se virgins
entered into the nmarriage, and had great joy in the presence
of the bridegroom Yet each one of the five should have
been acconpani ed by a convert! The Lord Jesus cited

this as an indication of conditions to exist in the world
prior to Hs return. Souls would be perishing while

Chri stendom renmai ned i nactive and sleepy. H s word has
been fulfilled. "Watch therefore. for in such an hour

the Son of nan coneth."”
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