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And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and
his rainent was white and glistering. And, behold, there talked with
himtwo men, which were Mbses and Elias: who appeared in glory,

and spake of his decease which he should acconplish at Jerusal em
(Luke 9.29A31)

This is one of the nost fascinating stories in the Bible; it describes
how two i mMmortal saints frombeyond the grave appeared on the
Mount of Transfiguration to converse with the Savior. It was the only
occurrence of its type, and it left many questions unanswered. How
did the awakeni ng di sciples know the identity of the two nmessengers?
Luke states they were Mdses and Elias, but since the bel oved physician
was not present when this happened, he had to be infornmed by soneone
who was there. Wien Peter, Janes, and John listened, did they hear
the Lord addressing H's heavenly friends by their earthly nanes? O,
after the event had taken place, did Jesus state He had spoken with
Moses and Elias? Maybe the patriarchs' appearance suggested their
identity. It is safe to assune that if they knew the visitors so shall we,
and if we shall recogni ze peopl e whom we have never seen, it should
be easy to know | oved ones whom we have seen

Luke stated that Moses and Elias "appeared in glory"; that is, they

were |ike the Savior whose garments were "white and glistering." There
was no probl emregardi ng Mbses, for he had died and was buried by
God (see Deut. 34:5A6). His nortal body had put on inmmortality.
Clothed with an incorruptible body, Mses stood with the Lord. The
sane could not be said of Elijah, for he had been caught up to heaven
inawhirlwind (see 2 Kings 2:11). Furthernore, it is believed he will
be one of two men who will witness to the Jews during their tinme of
tribulation. They will be killed, raised to |life, and caught up into the
presence of God (see Rev. 11:3A12). If this be true, then Elijah will
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have a nortal body, for otherw se, how could he die?
That presents an unanswer abl e question. Wien the prophet was taken
into the presence of God, he went as a human being and for thousands
of years apparently has renmai ned unchanged. That woul d necessitate
an unprecedented mracle that only God could perform

The Il lustrious Messengers ... Suggestive

Moses and Elijah were the two greatest men in Hebrew history. The
one was the giver of the law, his conpani on was the prophet who
expounded its nessage. Mdses was the greatest teacher of all time; Elijah
was the preacher whose nessages stirred a nation. It was significant that
CGod sent themto earth. He could have sent angels, as He did on other
occasi ons. They cane at Jesus' birth, during his suffering in Gethsenane,
and at His resurrection. It was thought provoking that the representatives
of the law and the prophets mnistered to Christ, indicating their nministry
reached fulfillnent in Jesus of Nazareth.

It woul d have been inpossible to tell the Savior something He did
not al ready know. Did these nen cone to encourage the Lord as He
sought to bring redenption to nultitudes of guilty sinners? It must be
remenbered that Christ was susceptible to all the enbtions experienced
by hunans. Jesus said to His disciples, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful
even unto death"” (Matt. 26:38). The witer to the Hebrews, when
describing Christ's agony in Gethsemane, said, "W in the days of
his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong
crying and tears unto himthat was able to save himfrom death, and
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was heard in that he feared" (Heb. 5:7).

The two nessengers were evidently sent by God; such a m ssion would
have been inpossible unless it were sanctioned by the highest authority.
Perhaps they rem nded the Lord that through Hi s gl orious achi evenent
et ernal happi ness would be assured for nillions of redeemed people. The
fact that Jesus woul d be obedi ent unto death would bring everlasting glory
to the Father who planned every detail of the procedure. The Savior woul d
not be alone, for constantly "God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto hinself' (2 Cor. 5:19). That blessed fellowship would continue until
the stone was rolled fromthe door of the sepul cher and the ange
announced, "He is not here. He is risen."

The | nportant Message ... Subline
When the disciples awakened from sl eep, they beheld the respl endent
scene and heard a conversation that could never be forgotten. Many
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years |later, Peter wote, "For we have not followed cunningly devised
fabl es, when we nade known unto you the power and coning of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyew tnesses of his nmmjesty. For he received
from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice
to himfromthe excellent glory, This is nmy bel oved Son, in whoml
am wel | pleased. And this voice which came from heaven we heard
when we were with himin the holy nmount" (2 Peter 1:16A18). It m ght
be true to say the appearance of the A d Testanment saints did as much
for the watching disciples as it did for their Master. Sinon Peter never
forgot that hall owed experience, which becane the inspiration of his
mnistry.

Anot her avenue of thought needs to be explored. Did Moses and
El ijah appear to thank the Lord for what was being done? Wrds of
sincere gratitude expressed on behalf of mllions of righteous nen and
worren woul d have brought great joy to the Savior. The patriarchs had
spoken of the com ng Messiah. It was as though the chancellors of two
great universities were worshiping at the feet of Christ and encouragi ng
students to emulate their exanple. The Bible teaches that saints of Ad
Testament tinmes died and went to a tenporary abode in Sheol or Hades
to await their final honecall. After His death, the Lord preached
deliverance to the captives and led a grand parade into the presence of
CGod (see Luke 16:22 and Eph. 4:8). The curse of sin had finally been
removed and not hing renmained to prevent the homegoi ng of saints. That
i ndeed woul d have been a cause for great rejoicing. It is at |east possible
the visitors from heaven expressed the gratitude of innunerable people
when they conversed with the Son of God.

The Instructed Men... Startled

The Mount of Transfiguration was a place of communication. The
patriarchs spoke with the Savior, God instructed the |istening disciples,
and Christ comanded His followers to refrain from nmentioning what
had been seen and heard on the nountain. Each of these suggestions
deserves consideration, but the greatest utterance was the statenent
made by the Almghty: "And there canme a voice out of the cloud,
saying, This is nmy beloved Son: hear hin (Luke 9:35). The disciples
were instructed to consider the nmessage given by Jesus, for it superseded
anyt hing ever heard, and it woul d never be surpassed.

Moses had been instrunental in giving the |aw. the nessage that
had been dominant within the nation for thousands of years. Yet God
did not say, "Hear Mdses." The grandeur of the |egal system had been
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overshadowed by a greater nessage. At a later date, Paul wote to the

Gal atians remi nding them "the | aw was our school master to bring us
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unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith" (Gal. 3:24). The |ega
headmast er had conpl eted the God-gi ven assignnment; students had
graduated and |l eft the classroom A new Teacher had arrived who
supplied a new curriculumthat enphasized the inportance of faith. This
was i ndi cated when God bypassed Moses and said, "Listen to Jesus."

The sane fact applied to Elijah, who was the greatest of all the
prophets. He ministered to a decadent nation and chal | enged the
authority of an arrogant king. Although he was a nan of |ike passion
as we are, he controlled the weather and brought a stubborn nation to
its knees. H's words were authoritative, for he was the only spokesnan
for Jehovah during his generation. It is not known what Mses and
Elijah had seen and heard during their sojourn in heaven, but if either
man had been pernitted to continue his mnistry, his words woul d have
been sensati onal

God was aware of the theological divisions in Israel. Pharisees and
Sadducees di sagreed about nmany subjects, but in the mdst of the
controversies, God said, "Listen to Jesus; Hear ye Hm" Even the
disciples who had lived with legal requirenments all their lives realized
their Master had becone God's greatest spokesnan. The | aw as
interpreted by the scribes forbade people to work on the Sabbath, and
critics drew attention to that fact when the disciples plucked corn on
the Sabbath day. Jesus was charged with encouraging violations of the
comuandnent s, but He absol ved the disciples fromblanme and taught
that faith alone led to peace and happi ness. He stressed that what nen
were was nore inportant than anything they did. The dictates of the
Mosai ¢ creed had been distorted by the warped interpretati ons of nen,
and as a result, the doctrines did not express the mnd of God. Jesus
enphasi zed that purity was the only real evidence of righteousness.
Words coul d never be a substitute for holiness. He said, "Blessed are
the pure in heart: for they shall see God" (Matt. 5:8).

Christ never broke the law, but He did enhance its beauty and enl arge
its effectiveness. One of the conmandnents forbade adultery, and when
peopl e refrained fromsuch acts, they considered thenselves to be
wi t hout blane. The Savior said, "But | say unto you, That whosoever
| ooketh on a wonan to lust after her hath conmitted adultery with her
already in his heart” (Matt. 5:28). It becane evident that "the | aw was
gi ven by Mdses, but grace and truth cane by Jesus Christ" (John 1:17).

It was evident that the followers of Jesus would be criticized,
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chal | enged, and condemed, but their allegiance to their Master would
remai n unshaken. Christ introduced i deas not expressed during the
lifetime of Moses and Elijah. Enem es woul d oppose the new teaching,

but a successful mnistry would be assured if the disciples |istened to
Chri st.

That advice is even nore relevant in the nodem world where strange
groups of people substitute fal se doctrines for the teachings of the Bible.
Wien the sacred witings were given to hunmanki nd, God had no
intention of supplying a later book to include things unmentioned in
the first volune. He believed Hs initial effort would be sufficient to
nmeet the need of His children. He said, "For | testify unto every man
that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shal
add unto these things, God shall add unto himthe plagues that are
witten in this book: And if any man shall take away fromthe words
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the
book of life, and out of the holy city, and fromthe things which are
written in this book" (Rev. 22:18A19).

Preachers, teachers, and authors quote fromthe works of fanous
scholars, and that practice is comrendabl eAno one knows everyt hi ng!

Yet it is a cause for regret that sonme people forget to nention what
Jesus said. At one period of ny mnistry, | disturbed a | arge group of
pastors when | said, "You often renind your |isteners what the
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prof essors have said; why do you not tell them what Jesus sai d?" The
words of the Son of CGod are nore trustworthy, nore wonderful than
anything el se in existence. God said, "Hear him" It is excellent advice.
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