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Today If ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts
(Heb. 3:7-8).

My spirit shall not always strive with man (Gen. 6:3).

Sonme years ago in one of the rescue missions in the state of
New York, a prom nent attorney told how he had becone a
Christian. He described how, at the age of twenty-four, he
married a very talented and beautiful young woman, but un-
fortunately at that tinme, he had been al nost an athei st and
persisted in trying to destroy his wife's faith. After a few
years a baby arrived, and the adoring nother took her daugh-
ter to the church services. The years passed, and the girl be-
canme a charmng young | ady who | eaned increasingly toward
her father's way of life. She ceased attending church, and he
arranged special outings to provide excuses for his daughter's
actions.

When she was twenty, she was engaged to be narried and
later went with friends on a boating vacation in Pennsyl vani a.
One foolish young man began rocking the boat, and it eventually
capsized, throwing its occupants into the icy water. They were
all excellent swimers, but unwi sely, instead of drying their
clothing, they drove home in wet garnments. The girl contracted
pneunoni a and became gravely ill. \Wen she realized death
was approachi ng, she sobbed and said, "Daddy, | don't want to
die." The attorney paused, for it was difficult to control his
enotion. The girl's voice was getting weaker when she said,
"Daddy, you have been saying all along there was no need to
worry about religion, if I did what was right, heaven would
take care of itself. Mther disagreed, telling ne that | needed
Christ as ny Savior. Daddy, now that | amdying, will you
pl ease tell ne which way | should go Mdther' s way or yours?"
The father |eaned forward and, grasping his daughter, nearly
lifted her fromthe bed. Ml ding her tightly to his chest, he
whi spered, "Darling, if you have a nonment to spare, for Christ's
sake, for your own sake, for your mother's sake, and for your
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hard- hearted daddy's sake, take Mdther's way." That sorrowf ul
parent explained that by the tinme he had |l owered the frail body
into the bed, she was gone. Then he stepped into the aisle and,
pul ling desperately at his gray hair, said, "Brothers and sisters,
only God knows whether ny darling had enough tine to take
her nother's way."

This disturbing story illustrates the three facts found in the
i ntroductory verse. (1) "TODAY" - A Priceless Qopportunity.
Yest erday has gone forever. Tonorrow nmay never arrive. To-
day is a part of time which is fleeting. If something needs to be
done urgently, w sdom whispers, "DOIT." (2) |IF YE HEAR
H'S VO CE" - A Personal (Cbedi ence. Wien any person is able
to hear the voice of God, it is the guarantee the Lord continues
to speak. W sdom suggests, "LISTEN. " (3) "HARDEN NOT
YOUR HEART" - A Possible Obstinacy. Wen the Savi or seeks
adm ssion to the human heart, only two responses are possible.
Do nothing and let Hmrenmain outside, or open the door to
meke H s entrance possible. Wsdom urges, "ACT."

H story teaches that occasionally opportunity conmes only
once. What is done then nay deci de destiny. A lost chance
may never return. Cod, through Isaiah, said: "Conme NOW
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and | et us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isa. 1:18). God says,
"COVE NOW" People who say "W will conme soneday”
may arrive too |ate

The Procrastination of a Miltitude

They did eat, they drank, they narried w ves, they were given
in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and
the flood cane, and destroyed themall (Luke 17:27).

And [ God] spared not the old world, but saved Noah the
ei ghth person, a preacher of righteousness (2 Peter 2:5).

The apostle, Peter described Noah as "A preacher of
ri ght eousness. The statenent is intriguing. At that tinme there
was no CGospel to be preached, and the Al m ghty was regarded
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as the austere, but omipotent, Ruler of the Universe. He
coul d, and woul d, punish people who displeased Hm The
Ten Conmandnents had not been given, and therefore Noah
was limted in his know edge. He denounced the conduct of
hi s nei ghbors, but the situation described by Peter is thought-
provoki ng. "For if God spared not the angels that sinned, hut
cast them down to hell and delivered themunto chains of
darkness to be reserved unto judgnent” (2 Peter 2:4). The
events that happened during Noah's lifetine were abom nabl e
and di sgusting. He denounced what he saw and probably
becane an object of scorn. It was only when the rising waters
of the flood shattered the self-confidence of the popul ation
that unbelievers began to realize their danger

The door of the ark had been closed. Rain was falling from
the sky, and the scoffers who had ignored the warning of
Noah coul d not believe what was happeni ng. Water had al -
ready covered the ground, and the waves were washi ng agai nst
the strange vessel on which Noah had | abored so | ong. The
sky was filled with om nous cl ouds, and people were becom
ing alarmed. For nmany years they had | aughed at the strange
preacher and considered himto be a foolish old fell ow who
had stayed in the sunshine too |ong! The idea of water com ng
fromthe sky was ludicrous, for until that tine the earth had
been wat ered by dew.

The arrival of many aninmals only aroused curiosity. Wen

t he door of the ark was cl osed, and another seven uneventfu
days passed, possibly the observers began specul ati ng how
long it would be before Noah, in search of fresh air, opened
t he door.

And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the
fl ood were upon the earth . . . all the fountains of the great
deep broken up, and the w ndows of heaven were opened.

And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights
(Gen. 7:10-12).

Fri ghtened peopl e began clinbing to higher ground, and
others tried to cling to the ship, which was already riding
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gracefully upon the rising water. Unfortunately, they had
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waited too long to respond to the invitation of Jehovah. It is
t hought - provoki ng that Jesus said, "But as the days of Noah
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be" (Matt.
24:3, 7).

The Procrastination of a Mb

During nmy stay in Australia | was entertained in the home
of M. Walter Beasly, a prosperous business executive in the
city of Mel bourne. He was a very keen Christian who hel ped
to finance several archaeol ogical expeditions in the Mddle
East. He supplied the follow ng details.

When he spoke of the destruction of Sodom and Gonorrah
he expl ained that certain discoveries had enabl ed the scientists,
in thought at least, to reconstruct the ancient tragedy. (1) They
di scovered beneath the ancient site evidence of a burnt-out oi
field. (2) On either side of the district was a vertical fault in
the strata of the earth. (3) Deep in the ground were inmense
deposits of rock salt, but in the i medi ate area of Sodomthe
salt was on the surface. Evidently it was carried out of its
original habitat by up-rushing oil which was flung into the' air
to drop as a gigantic snow storm Apparently a trenendous
eart hquake shook the area; the earth slipped between the faults,
and 'the pressure on the oil field forced enornous quantities of
oil to the surface. Wen this becane ignited, Sodom and
Gonorrah were destroyed by falling masses of flame. Lot's
wife was instructed to flee for her life, but she di sobeyed.
When the wonman turned to gaze at her forner home, the earth
split around her and she was trapped. She was qui ckly covered
by the salt and di ed of suffocation.

Agai nst that background it is possible to understand the
anci ent story. Sodom was inhabited by honmpbsexual s who re-
fused to abandon their evil practices. Their doom becane
i nevitable. Paul described a sinilar situation when he wote to
the Christians in Rome.

Wherefore God al so gave them up to uncl eanness through
the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies
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bet ween thenselves . . . For this cause God gave them up

unto vile affections: for even their wonmen did change the
natural use into that which is against nature: And |ikew se
al so the nen, |eaving the natural use of the wonan, burned in
their lust one toward another, men with men worki ng that
which is unseemy, and receiving in thensel ves that recom
pense of their error which was neet. And even as they did not
like to retain God in their know edge, God gave them over to
a reprobate nind, to do those things which are not conveni ent
(Rom 1:24-28).

Vast nunbers of people are dying of a | oathsone disease
whi ch apparently is incurable. It has spread through a situa-
tion such as existed in the two ancient cities, but is to be
regretted that innocent people suffer because of the sins of
others. It is evident that when God gives up on any man, that
soul is beyond redenption. This is accentuated by the text
quoted at the beginning of this study: "Today, if ye hear his
voi ce, harden not your heart."

The Procrastination of a Monarch

But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his

heart, and harkened not unto them as the LORD had said (Exod.
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8:15).

Pharaoh was t hought by his people to be a god; but perhaps
in his own estinmation, he was even greater. It is always dan-
gerous when a sel f-made deity worships at his own shrine
The arrogant rul er detested Mdses and Aaron who had be-
come a daily annoyance. Neverthel ess, he was disturbed, for
t he Hebrew | eaders possessed strange powers. They demand-
ed the liberation of the slaves and warned Pharaoh of retribu-
tion. God had inforned H s servants that the ruler of Egypt
woul d not respond favorably, but it is doubtful whether they
bel i eved what they were told. No man could resi st Jehovah
Phar aoh woul d be conpelled to yield. Sonetinmes CGod's ser-
vants nay be carried away with their own enthusiasm The
ki ng hardened his heart as the Lord predicted. Terrible plagues
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devastated the country, but after prom sing to cooperate, the
rul er changed his nind

It is possible to beconme so set in one's ways that change
becones i nmpossible. A man may be dead before he dies!
Everything m ght have been different had the king obeyed the
voi ce of God. One fact is easy to understand. Had the ruler
been wi se, he would have lived |l onger. Wen the water of the
Red Sea overwhel ned the Egyptian army and Pharaoh died
with his nmen, it was too late to repent. Wien God says "Cone
now," only foolish people reply, "I will do it tomorrow. " The
final act of rebellion led to a prenature death, but it is diffi-
cult to avoid the conclusion the king deserved his fate. Cod
woul d inevitably fulfill H's plans, but the Egyptians needed to
be taught a I esson. Pharaoh did not recognize-as Daniel |ater
said to king Bel shazzar "the God in whose hand thy breath is”
(see Dan. 5:2-3).

The Procrastination of a Man

Then Judas, which had betrayed him when he saw that he

was condemmed, repented hinmself, and brought again the thirty

pi eces of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saying, | have
sinned in that | have betrayed the innocent blood. And they
said, What is that to us? see thou to that. And he cast down

the pieces of silver in the tenple, and departed, and went and
hanged hinsel f (Matt. 27:3-5).

The pathetic statenment: 'Judas repented hinself' has been
used to distort the truth. G nenmatography depicts Judas goi ng
to Calvary to seek forgiveness fromthe Savior. Authors in
search of happy endings for their stories describe how, in the
dar kest hour of the betrayer' 5 life, the love of Christ reached
out to reclaimthe degraded sinner. These people ignore the
fact that when the Lord prayed for H s disciples He said,
"While | was with themin the world, | kept themin thy
nanme: those that thou gavest nme, | have kept, and none of
themis lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture m ght
be fulfilled" (John 17:12). Judas was a | ost soul whom even
Christ could not save. He repented, but unfortunately his day
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of grace had termi nated. When inmediate action is necessary,

del ay is dangerous. The Scriptures say: "Behold, NOWis the

accepted tine; behold, nowis the day of salvation" (2 Cor
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6:2).

Whil e the voice of Jesus calls you
Be in tine.

If in sin you |longer wait,

You may find no open gate;

And your cry be just too |late,

Be in tine.

Wlliam|l. Kirkpatrick
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