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(MARK 14: 3)
At the end of his Gospel John wote, " And there are al so
many ot her things which Jesus did, the which, if they should
be witten every one, | suppose that even the world itself
could not contain the books which should be witten."
Thus in one glorious burst of exuberant el oquence, the be-I|oved
di sci pl e endeavored to express the unlinited scope of the
mnistry of his Lord. Christians of all acres have wondered
about those unrecorded events, and possibly one of the un-
written stories mght concern Sinmon the | eper

Hs Gief

Leprosy! Dread word! The foul scourge had ruined the

life of another Bethany citizen. Poor Sinon had been driven
fromheme and fanmily, and had gone into the wil derness.
Somewhere outside his town he erected a little shack, where
he nourned his misfortune. He was an outcast! He was

uncl ean! He was dead while he still lived. He was known to
all the people of Bethany, and anong, these were Lazarus
and his two sisters. Did this famly tell Christ about the
unfortunate leper? Did the Master listen and go forth in
search of the outcast? On the other hand, was Sinon the

man of whom the Gospels declare, "And behold, there

came a | eper and worshi pped him saying, Lord, if thou wilt,
t hou canst make me cl ean"? Perhaps our questions will
remai n unanswered until we reach heaven, and then maybe
Sinon hinmself will tell us his story.

His Gatitude

The i npossi bl e had happened. The Heal er had perforned

the miracle. Sinmon was no longer a leper. Yet, to distinguish
himfromthe other Sinons of Bethany, the people still called
him" Sinmon the | eper." They shared his great joy, and were
never tired of hearing, his testinony. But all the while deep
gratitude filled the heart of this earnest disciple. He could
never forget that, apart fromthe nercy of Christ, he would
still have been living in the [ and of shadows outside the city
gate. Yes, he would always renenber Jesus of Nazareth.

And every time the Master visited that other home up the
street, Sinon wistfully watched and hoped that sone day

t he Savi our would come to his house. Probably Sinmon's

home was a |ittle shabby, for had he not been an outcast?

And at | ast Sinon had the courage to nention the matter

to Martha and her sister, and his delight was boundl ess when
they promised to arrange the visit. " Lord," they said |ater
" You renenber Sinon, the | eper whomyou cl eansed? Wl |,

he wants us all to go to his house to supper, and we prom sed
to take you. Lord, will that be all right? You don't mnd
Mast er, do you?" And Jesus smiled and answered, " Yes,

I renenber Sinon, and | shall be very pleased to visit his
hone. "

Hi s d adness

Sinmon was thrilled. The Master was com ng down the

street, and everything was in readiness for the party. Martha
and her sister had hel ped, and this would be the greatest night

of Simon's life. " Ch," he nmurnured, " if |I can only show
Hmthat I"mgrateful! If | can only prove to Hmthat I
love Hmdearly ; that | would gladly give to Hmall that |
possess. . . . Cone in, Master, welconme to ny honme. | am

so pl eased you have cone." The Lord was smiling. His
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eyes were pools of delight. "Wll, Sinmon, this is wonderful
Martha told nme that you had invited us to supper, and Sinon,
how shall | ever be able to thank you?" "Lord, how shal
you thank nme? Ch, Master, it is | who will never be able
to thank you. | was a leper until you cane ... .. Ah, Sinon,
that was a wonderful day, wasn't it? Now | wonder whose
del i ght was the greater, yours or mine?" The sinple table
was 'lavishly spread-Martha had seen to that ; but Sinon
was |ike a schoolboy at his first party. Heaven itself could
not have provided greater joys than he knew that night. And
when they gathered later in the sitting-room to listen again
to the words of the Lord Jesus, Sinon re-lived the day when
his mracle had been perfornmed. He watched as Mary broke
her box of very precious ointnment ; he heard again the words
of her lord. O course he had no box of costly perfune,
he only possessed a heart filled with praise ; a soul filled
with gratitude ; and a sinple hoi-ne filled with a great
wel cone for the Master. And when Jesus | ooked across at Hi s
delighted host, He sniled again, for He knew that Sinon the
| eper and Mary of Bethany were twin souls. They had good
menories. They renmenbered to be grateful. Have we?
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