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"Whereby are given unto us exceedi ng great and precious prom ses:

that by these ye m ght be partakers of the divine nature, having

escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust" (2 Peter 1:4).
Recently, as ny wife and | sat at a table in a Santa Barbara

restaurant, a very attractive waitress approached to ask if we were

ready to place an order. She was tall and radiant and evidently

anxi ous to please. The young |lady was different fromthe other

enpl oyees, and | asked. "Are you a Christian?" She smled and

replied, "Yes, Sir, | am | have attended church all nmy Iife, but |ast
Septenber | entered into a relationship with the Lord, and since that
time my life has changed." | shall always renmenber that young

wonan who said, "I entered into a relationship with Christ."

M1 lions of church menbers profess to have faith in Christ, but
unfortunately to sone of them Jesus of Nazareth is only a Person
who lived and died centuries ago. Apparently they know little if
anyt hi ng of constant communion with the Lord: hearing H s voice,
obeyi ng H s comands, and enjoying Hi s presence. Know ng Chri st
is not nerely an agreenent with religious principles. It is the shar-
ing of His grace which extends through life to enbrace eternity.

The word partaker conmes fromthe Greek koinonia, which nmeans
to share, to becone a partner. It was used in the O d Testament to
i ndi cate when a man becane uncl ean, when he shared a nei ghbor's
defilenent. Interpreting the word koi noneo, Dr. mayer says, "It
nmeans to cone into conmon fell owship; to become a sharer; to be
made a partner." This becones increasingly interesting when a study
of the New Testanent reveals progression fromthe darkness of sin
to the splendor of eternity. The word is used in five challenging
Scriptures.

Partakers of His Nature (2 Peter 1:4)

This verse witten by Sinon Peter provides a w ndow through
whi ch may be seen the anazing sal vation offered by God to sinfu
peopl e. The apostle was explicit when he rem nded his readers they
had "escaped the corruption that is in the world.” They had been
delivered fromthe power of sin and had received sonethi ng never
previ ously possessed. Their conversion had been nmade possible, not
because they had accepted a new doctrine, but because they adored
a new Deliverer.
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It was never reveal ed whether or not the disciples were present
when Ni codenus interviewed Jesus, but at |east they knew what the
Lord had said, for John recorded a portion of the Master's nessage.
The ruler of the Jews was an educated cl ergyman, for otherw se he
woul d not have been the teacher of the Jew sh people. There is
reason to believe he was a profound scholar, a sincere theol ogi an
an honored citizen. Yet in spite of his attai nments, he needed nore
than he had. The Lord said to him "Mrvel not that | said unto thee,
Ye must be born again" (John 3:7). Unfortunately, that expression
has been brought into disrepute by people whose lives | eave nuch
to be desired. Born again Christians are not fanatics whose eno-
tional outbursts discredit their teachings, nor people whose noral -
ity beconmes offensive. They are sincere, believing, God-honoring
peopl e whose personal encounter with Christ revolutionized their
lives. That transformation can be seen in their daily conduct. I|deas
may be changed by what is heard. A new doctrine can alter a man's
t houghts, but personal salvation becones a reality only when Chri st
is the center of newlife.

Probably Paul was endeavoring to express this when he wote to
the Galatians, "My little children, of whom| travail in birth again
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until Christ be fornmed in you" (Gal. 4:19). Wen the Spirit of Cod
i npl anted seed within the wonb of Mary, a process began which
reached its climax nine nonths later in a stable in Bethlehem The
body of the Lord was carefully devel oped and ultinmately brought
into the world to fulfill the mssion planned in heaven. His birth was
a mracle and so is every true conversion. The divine nature cannot
be purchased nor deserved. The greatest university in the world
cannot supply it, neither can scientists explain it. As parents trans-
mt life to their offspring, God also inparts His life to sinners. Thus
begi ns the process which will never be conpleted "Till we all cone
in the unity of the faith, and of the know edge of the Son of Cod,
unto a perfect nan, unto the neasure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ" (Eph. 4:13). The waitress in the Santa Barbara restaurant
had di scovered the difference between being a church nenber and
a child of the Iiving CGod.

Partakers of Hs Holy Spirit (Hebrews 6:4)

"For it is inpossible for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the
Holy Chost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers
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of the world to cone, If they should fall away, to renew t hem again
unto repentance; seeing they crucify to thensel ves the Son of God
afresh, and put himto an open shanme" (Heb. 6:4).

Thi s has been one of the npbst controversial verses within the
Scripture. Those who do not believe in the eternal security of the
believer in Christ quote this statement to support their doctrine that
even Christians can fall fromgrace and be |ost. Many people find
difficulty in harnmonizing this utterance with the words of Christ,
"My sheep hear ny voice, and | know them and they foll ow ne:

And | give unto themeternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of ny hand" (John 10: 27A28).
Neverthel ess a careful study of the Bible should renove the prob-
lenms of interpretation

The witer to the Hebrews proceeded to say, "But, beloved, we
are persuaded better things of you" (Heb. 6:9). The letter was sent
to Hebrew Christians of whomwas said, "For God is not un-
righteous to forget your work and | abor of |ove, which ye have
shewed toward his nanme, in that ye have ninistered to the saints,
and do mnister” (Heb. 6:10). These early believers had not fallen
away, and consequently, the statenent about the inpossibility of
renewal was not addressed to them The witer, Paul, or whonso-
ever he m ght have been, referred to many Jews who had turned
back, as it were, fromthe gates of the kingdom They had heard
and understood the CGospel, had been nmentally enlightened by the
power of the Holy Spirit, and to some extent had known the
pl easure of association with Christ and His church. Yet, in spite of
their proximty to the ki ngdom of God, they had rejected persona
commitment. Their refusal to proceed m ght have been caused by
the destruction of their tenple, the interference of legalistic teach-
ers, or the increasing persecution of those who foll owed the Sav-
ior. Like the children of Israel, they had seen the Proni sed Land
and had tasted of its fruit, but their unbelief prevented their enter-
i ng Canaan.

Even in this twentieth century, nany people who actively served
the church have becone the slaves of lust, and many who preached
t he gospel are now contani nated by degradation. Their bitter tears
of angui sh cannot renove the stain fromtheir souls nor relieve the
renorse in their troubled hearts. Wether or not they were ever truly
saved is open to conjecture, but even if they contenpl ated the possi-
bility of obtaining God' s pardon, they cannot forgive thensel ves.
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They know "They have crucified the Son of God, and put HHmto an
open shane."

If Jews who were near to entering the church of Christ could be
"partakers" or sharers with the Holy Spirit, the fell owship enjoyed by
those who have becone the tenples of God is infinitely greater.

Witing to the Corinthians, Paul said, "Know ye not that ye axe the
tenple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" (1 Cor
3:16). Faith brings eternal life to the believer, but the indwelling Spirit
of God guarantees that Christ will be forned within the human sou

To become a partner with God in such an experience is anong the
greatest privileges ever given to nmen and wormen. The sanme Spirit

that nmoved upon the face of the waters at the creation of the world

al so noves upon the chaos in unregenerate life and brings to pass that
which is pleasing to the Lord. Hannah, the nother of Sanuel, said in
her prayer of thanksgiving, "He raiseth up the poor out of the dust,
and lifteth up the beggar fromthe dunghill, to set them anobng princ-
es, and to nmake theminherit the throne of glory" (1 Sam 2:8). The
psal m st reiterated the sane sentiments when he wote, "He raiseth

up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill"”
(Ps. 113:7A8). Yet God cannot do this alone; He needs our assistance
and for that reason permtted nen and wonen to "partake of H's

Holy Spirit" and becone partners in the greatest enterprise ever con-
ceived in the mnd of the Al mghty.

Partakers of Hi s Prom se (Ephesians 3:6)

"That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the sanme body,
and partakers of his pronmise in Christ by the gospel." It is worthy of
consi deration that Paul did not speak here of the pronises of Cod.
Even in his generation there were innunerable prom ses that had
been made to Israel, and these affected every facet of life. Witing
to the believers in Ephesus, the apostle enphasized that his readers
had becone "fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of
his promise,” which was fulfilled in Christ and proclai ned through
t he gospel. That special pronise was nade by God to Abraham "In
thee shall all famlies of the earth be bl essed" (Gen. 12:3). This had
remai ned a nystery hidden throughout the ages, but Paul becane
the nessenger through whomit would be explained to nmankind.

He affirned in the opening statenent of Ephesians 3:9 that his
task was "to rmake all nen see what is the fell owship of the nys-

tery." Wen the apostle wote to the Col ossians, he repeated the
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nessage, "Wiereof | am nade a minister, according to the dispen-
sation of God which is given to nme for you, to fulfill the word of

Cod; even the nystery which hath been hid fromages and from
generations, but nowis nade manifest to his saints: To whom God
woul d make known what is the riches of the glory of this nystery
among the CGentiles which is Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Col
1: 25A27) . The apostle used the word nystery seventeen tines in his
writings.

"The Greek word translated nystery is nusteerion which neans:
“a hidden or secret thing; sonmething not obvious to the understand-
i ng; a hidden purpose or counsel; a secret will"' (Thayer). Paul used
the word six times in the epistle to the Ephesians (1:9; 3:3; 3:4; 3:.9;
5:32; 6:19) and four tines in the letter to the Col ossians (1:26; 1:27;
2:2; 4:3). The gospel reveal ed through Christ was God's speci al
surprise for manki nd. He had pl anned, prepared, preserved, perfected,
and presented it. It was the glorious news that He | oved everyone
and desired to nmake possible the entry of all nations into Hs famly
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Even unl ovely, unattractive people were appreciated by the Al -
m ghty, and through Christ, the nost degraded could | ean on the
bosom of God. To Jews this was unwel come; it was a stunbling
bl ock To the Greeks it was foolishness, but to every Christian it
was the nost wonderful nmessage ever proclainmed. God's reveal ed
mystery made possible the words of the poet who wote:

Jesus i ncluded ne;

Yes, He included ne:

When the Lord said ~Wosoever,'
He included ne.

(Quoted fromthe author's book The Exciting Epistle to the
Ephesi ans, Kregel Publications, 1989, pp. 136A37.)

Partakers of Hi s Holiness (Hebrews 12:10)
"For they [our earthly fathers] verily for a few days chastened us
after their own pleasure; but he [God] for our profit, that we m ght
be partakers of his holiness." Loving fathers would never chasten a
child unnecessarily. Their experience enables themto foresee things
whi ch m ght be harnful. Their affection guarantees everything pos-
sible will be done to preserve children fromdanger. The witer to
t he Hebrews enphasized that if this were true of hunan fathers, it
was even nore evident with God's attitude toward His children
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The Lord desired that we should share (partake of) H s nature,

becone heirs of Hi s vast possessions, and be worthy to enjoy what

He supplied. To share His life is a great privilege; to be the recipient
of His gracious pronise is even better, but to be holy is sonething

that cannot be surpassed. John wote, "Beloved, now are we the

sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we

know t hat when he shall appear, we shall be like him for we shal

see himas he is" (1 John 3:2).

Paul wote. “That with all bol dness, as always, so now al so, Chri st
shall be magnified in ny body, whether it be by life, or by death. For
tonme to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Phil. 1:20A21). "Paul's
reference to the magnifying glass is nost interesting. . . . A magnify-

i ng glass does not actually increase the size of anything: it only seens
to do this. Actually the object at which a man may be looking is

exactly the sane size, but the glass brings it into bold relief, and the
watcher is able to see it nore clearly. It is not possible to make Chri st
nmore wonderful for He is the altogether |ovely One, and the chiefest
anmong ten thousand. Yet, if by God's grace we can becone magnify-

i ng gl assesAin perfect alignnment with the Master and nenAt hey

will be able to see Hmnore clearly when they | ook at H mthrough

us. All the details of H's superb glory nmay be brought into delightfu
relief if we are what we ought to be. Paul had a sinmilar thought in

m nd when be wote: “Ye are living epistles, seen and read of al

nen.' We read the Scriptures to learn nore of Christ. Likew se peo-

ple read -us in order to achieve identical results"” (quoted fromthe

aut hor's book Bi bl e Wndows, Kregel Publications, 1985, p. 106).

When Christians nmagnify their Lord, they are truly partaking of God' s
hol i ness.

Partakers of His Aory (1 Peter 5:1)

“The el ders which are anong you | exhort, who am al so an
el der, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and al so a partaker
of the glory that shall be reveal ed.” The word glory, which cones
fromthe Greek word doxa, was one of Peter's favorite expressions.
He used it sixteen tines in his epistles (see two exanples in 1 Peter
5:4 and 1 Peter 5:10). He nentioned the eternal glory to which
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Christians are called and indicated that "when the chief Shepherd
shal | appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away."
Peter al so nentioned, "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefil ed,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you" (1 Peter 1:4).
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CGod gave to the apostle a clear view of what |ay beyond the grave.
He saw and appreciated the splendor of his Lord. Yet it was even
nmore wonderful to know that he, Sinon Peter, in spite of his fail-
ures, would share the glory of his Mster

Dr. Paul Lee Tan in his wonderful book The Encycl opedi a of
7700 Il lustrations quotes a renarkable story fromthe Anerican
Civil War. He says, "During General Sherman's |last canpaign in
the South, certain changes in commanders were nade. Cenera
Howard was pl aced at the head of a special division. Soon after this
the war ended, and there was to be a grand review of the arnmy in
Washi ngton. The night before the review, General Sherman sent for
CGeneral Howard and said: "The political friends of the officer you
succeeded are determ ned that he shall ride at the head of the Corps,
and | want you to help me out.' "It is my command,' said Genera
Howard, “and | amentitled to ride at its head.' O course you are,'
replied General Sherman. "“You |led those nmen through Georgia and
the Carolinas: but Howard, you are a Christian, and can stand the
di sappointnent.’' “If you put it on that ground,' replied Howard,
“there is but one answer. Let himride at the head of the corps.'
"Yes, let himhave the honor,' replied Sherman, “but you will report
to me at nine o'clock in the norning, and will ride by nmy side at the
head of the entire arny.' General Howard protested, but his com
mander's orders were positive. So on that day, in the grand review,
he had a place of honor at the head of the entire arny."

There is no conmentator in the world who can exhaust the mean-
ing of sharing or partaking of the glory of Christ. If a text may be
lifted fromits setting, then it can be said, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for themthat Iove hinf (1 Cor. 2:9). Perhaps
Charles H Gabriel was nearest to the truth when he wote:

Wien all ny labors and trials are o' er
And | am safe on that beautiful shore,
Just to be near the dear Lord | adore
WI Il through the ages be glory for ne.

Othat will be glory for ne,
Qory for me, glory for ne;

When by His grace | shall ook on Hs face,
That will be glory, be glory for ne.
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