SAUL ... who seened to be hypnotized

SAUL ... who seened to be hypnotized
(I SAMUEL 19:
19- 24)
Dear Davi d,

It's strange that we are thinking of you, when we should be
thinking of Saul ; but that's just the way of things. You two

al ways seenmed to be getting in each other's way, and whenever we
read of King Saul, we expect you to appear on the page. No, no,
do not nisunderstand us; we are glad, very glad, for action was
al ways to be expected when you and Saul came together. You are
not too busy to answer a few questions? Good. You renenber those
troubl esonme days when Saul hunted you frompillar to post ; when
life was a nightmare ; when death threatened to overtake you at
,any nmonment. Did you | augh when your wi fe put an inage in your
bed, covered it with a sheet, and then tucked in it as if she
were caring for her husband? No wonder Saul was nad when he

di scovered what she had done.

How I nvi ting

W have often read, " So David fled, and escaped, and cane to
Samuel to Ramah, and told himall that Saul had done to him And
he and Sarmuel went and dwelt at Naioth " (I Sam 19: 18). David,
that verse appeals to us a great deal, for Samuel was the
nmout hpi ece of God. Amid all the decadent conditions of his day,
he stood for truth and goodness. To be near himwas to stand in
the Lord's presence. His home was a sanctuary ;his snile a
benedi ction. You felt safe with him God's man was your friend;
he was a refuge in the storm W know how you felt, for we have
often acted simlarly. Wien ugly circunstances foll owed us day
after day, we fled for refuge to Another who was al so God's Man

How I rresistible

Were you just a little scared when the party of soldiers came
to take you away? Did you trenble, and | ook expectantly toward
your kind benefactor? Wre you anazed when he quietly smled
when " The Spirit of God was upon them and they prophesied.™
David, weren't you astoni shed when this procedure was tw ce
repeat ed? Sarnuel, assured, dignified, stood at your side. H's
eyes were pools of inscrutable mystery ; the smle playing about
his lips held just a trace of nockery and scorn. Who were these
stupid nmen, that they should chall enge the authority of the Most
H gh? Yes, the nessengers of Saul were swayed by eternal powers
; they spoke words of praise, and extolled the nane of the
Al m ghty. David, you knew a thing or two, didn't you, when you
took shelter with Samuel ?

How | nvi nci bl e

And then king Saul arrived (v. 22). Wasn't he stupid! Yes, he
woul d show Sanuel that other people as well as he could act and
speak with authority. " Men, seize the scoundrel David, and
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brook no interference!" And Sanuel's eyes nerely flickered.
| nperceptibly the lines around his nouth deepened ; his beard
twtched, as if suppressed nirth wanted to break forth. G avely
the prophet inclined his head, and behold, " . . . the Spirit of
God was upon Saul also, and he went on, and prophesied, until he
came to Naioth in Ranmah. And he stripped off his clothes also,
and prophesi ed before Samuel in |ike manner, and |ay down naked
all that day and all that night. Werefore they say, |Is Sau
al so anong the prophets?" And still Sanuel watched him David,
do you know what the worldly wi se people of our age woul d say
about that event? They woul d decl are that Sanmuel was a hypnoti st
; that king Saul was inpressionable and went under! Not that it
matters, for if God desired, He could paralyze an arny of kings!

How | nspiring

What happened after the denonstration ended? It nmust have been
funny to see Saul waking up. Surely he was di sconcerted when he
di scovered his need of clothing. Was he any wiser, or did he
becone norose and sullen? He was a strange man. But, David, we
cannot understand why you fled from Sanuel. You were very
fearful when you found Jonat han and said, " \Wat have | done?
Wiat is mine iniquity? and what is ny sin before thy father
that he seeketh ny life?" (20: 1). O course, we nmay be al
wong in our thinking, but it seens to us that since the
presence of Sarnuel afforded glorious protection, you would have
been well advised to remain with him Wre you afraid that he
m ght die and | eave you at the nmercy of your eneny? Wiat a pity
you are so far away, David. You could ten us so nuch. Anyhow, we
have a Saviour who will never die. W fled for refuge to H m
and felt so nuch at hone in Hs presence, that we decided to
stay for ever. Wiat do you think of that, David?
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