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THE WDOW ... WHO MADE UP HER M ND
And Ruth said, Intreat ne not to | eave thee, or to return fromfol -

lowing after thee: for whither thou goest, | will go; and where thou
| odgest, | will lodge; thy people shall be ny people, and thy God ny
CGod: Where thou diest, will | die, and there will | be buried: the

LORD do so to nme, and nore also, if ought but death part thee and
nme. (Ruth 1:16A17)

Along tinme ago three wonen quietly wept in a cenetery; each

| ooked at the grave of her husband. Naom had her nenori es,

O pah, her misery, and Ruth, her nusing. They were about to nmake
their greatest decision. Naom was determ ned, O pah was doubtful
Rut h was deci ding, and God was waiting and wat chi ng.

Naom w th Her Menories
For years circunstances had been difficult, and they were getting worse.
Recurring famines in Bethlehem had destroyed the faith of Elinelech, and
hoping to prosper in Mab, he took his famly fromtheir honeland to reside
in an alien land. The struggle had been long and grim and eventually
Naomi 's husband di ed and was buried in Mab

Orpah with Her M sery

Thi s young wonan narried Naom's son, Mahlon. It nust have been
love at first sight, for internmarriage between the two nations was not
encouraged. Her dreans of happi ness were shattered when she becane
a widow. Her world becane enpty, and she was troubled by the news
of Naomi's intention to return to Bethlehem O course, she would
acconpany her Abut!

Ruth with Her Musing

She al so | ost her husband, but a new faith was beginning to fill her
soul. Chilion had died, but his nmother remained. Life as a wi dow woul d
he difficult, but without her nmother-in-law it would be inpossible. The
three wonen shared their sorrows but then, taking a | ast |ook at the
craves, commenced their journey to Bethl ehem

Sormrewhere cl ose to the border of Mab, Naom paused to counse
her conpani ons. She was elderly; the girls were young, attractive, and
desirable. They were loyal, but had no future in Israel: Grls, go hone.
Return to your fanmilies; maybe you will find new husbands and rai se
famlies. Unfortunately, | amunable to help you. They wept together
on the dusty road before Orpah returned to her people. Ruth refused to
accept Naom 's advice; her thrilling reply may be considered under six
headi ngs.
A Resolute Decision... "I wll go"

Ruth was a stranger who bel onged to an accursed race. She had never
been in Israel, had never listened to a prophet, and had not entered God' s
sanctuary. Yet she had net a radiant believer whose influence had
changed her life. Her only know edge of Jehovah had been derived from
her nother-in-law, the only echo of H's word had been heard in the
counsel of the ol der woman. Ruth had not attended any religi ous
crusade, had not listened to the inspiring psalns of a Levitical choir.
She had been changed by the irresistible charmof a godly wonan. Ruth
net her husband-to-be and consented to becone his wife. Did she obtain
the consent of her parents? Perhaps the marri age was arranged, but
during the years that foll owed she remai ned childless. Did she visit her
parents and neet her ol d compani ons? Coul d she forsake the friends
of her chil dhood? Her sister-in-law had al ready commenced her
homeward journey; would it not be wise to follow her? She resenbl ed
Rebekah, who, having heard of an awaiting bridegroom responded to
the invitation of Eleazer saying, "I will go" (see Gen. 24:58). The
servant of Abraham assured the young worman that a husband awaited
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her, but no such pronise was ever made to Ruth. She | ooked ahead,
and wi t hout any encouragenent, made her comm tnment to Naomi .

Many years later the Savior invited a man to becone one of His
disciples, but the fell ow responded saying, "Lord, suffer ne first to go
and bury ny father" (Luke 9:59). It was the responsibility of the el dest
son to attend to the burial of his parent, but in this case the father was
not dead. The man desired to postpone his decision until a future date.
Had he been sincere the Lord would have waited, for funerals took place
i medi ately after death. Jesus also said, "For where your treasure is, there
wi Il your heart be also" (Matt. 6:21). Evidently Ruth's heart was with
56
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Naoni. All people are given the opportunity of journeying toward the
Land of Prom se, but each person must deci de whether or not to do so.

A Renewed Determination ... "I will |odge. .. abide"
The young |l ady from Moab was prepared to share her life with
Naom . She said, "Were thou | odgest, | will |odge." They were to share

their problenms, sorrows, danger, and hope. Ruth seened to say
"Not hing shall ever separate us. There can never be a return; ny choice
is for ever." It is inmportant to remenber how Jesus al so said, "He that
|l oveth father or nother nore than ne is not worthy of me: and he that
| oveth son or daughter nore than me is not worthy of me. And he that
taketh not his cross, and followeth after ne, is not worthy of me" (Matt.
10: 37A38) . Di sci pl eship neans hardship, and this fact was understood
by the delightful young wi dow from Mbab. She did not seek prosperity
nor an easy journey into the future, but desired the continuing friendship
of her partner. Wen Naoni tried to change the intentions of her
daughter-in-law, it became evident no argunent would alter her
decision. Ruth was deterni ned that nothing would separate them

The story has often been told of the hen and the hog wal ki ng near a
church. They paused to read the title of the pastor's forthcom ng
sernon: "How can we hel p the poor?" The chicken said, "I know how
we can hel p. Let us supply a ham and egg breakfast." Instantly, the
hog protested saying, "That neal would only be an offering for you,
but for me it would nean total conmmtment." The nodern church is
filled with people who give |love offerings but very few nake a tota
commitment. Wien the missionary Janes Cal bert was about to land in
the Philippine Islands, the captain of the ship said, "You risk your life
and the lives of all who go with you if you go anong t hose savages.
Cal bert answered, "W died before we came here.”

A Remarkable Desire ... "I will change"

"Thy people shall be ny people.” Did that delightful woman ever
consi der what she was saying? Wat if some unforeseen circunstance
deprived her of the conpany of her nother-in-law? If Naom died, Ruth
woul d be alone in an alien |and. Wthout noney and food she woul d
be destitute. What would the strangers say to a wonman apparently
abandoned; how woul d she earn noney to buy food? Al kinds of grim
possibilities mght |lie ahead, but Ruth renmi ned unperturbed. Naom's
friends woul d become her cl osest associates. She woul d change her
habits, speech, and clothing, and renounce everythi ng she possessed
to become a Jewess. |f the Hebrews wel comed her, she would becone
a nmenber of a new society. "Ad things are passed away; behol d, al
things are become new' (2 Cor. 5:17). New brothers and sisters would
replace the old famly as she entered into a new fell owshi p and
comrenced a new life.

It is inpossible to understand Ruth wi thout know edge of her
upbringi ng. The Moabites were idolaters who feared the reactions of
their gods. Natural disasters were believed to be evidence of anger; to
di spl ease any of the idols led to unending peril. Even after many years
of Christian work in Africa, simlar fears exist. Natives are afraid to
di spl ease the witch doctor |est he should punish them M ssionaries tel

Page 2



Rut h- THE W DOW WHO MADE UP HER M ND
strange stories of the uncanny power of these nmen who resent
interference. Ruth was in a simlar position. She was renouncing the
faith of her ancestors and the result could be catastrophic. Did Paul
think of her when he wote to the Ephesian church saying, "That at
that tinme ye were without Christ, being aliens fromthe comobnweal th
of Israel, and strangers fromthe covenants of prom se, having no hope,
and wi thout God in the world. But ... (Eph. 2:12).

A Regenerative Devotion... "I wll worship"

"Thy God [shall be] ny God." The Mabites worshi pped nmany
i dols. Ashtarte, the goddess of fertility, was esteened above nobst, but
there were also the god of war and i nnunerabl e househol d deities that
i nfluenced the nation. Childless wonen prayed to the goddess hopi ng
for the birth of a baby, and soldiers prayed to their god hoping to be
preserved fromdanger in forthconming conflicts. All the residents of
Moab sought protection against evil spirits, which they believed
surrounded their hones. To what extent these ideas influenced Ruth is
not known. Probably her marriage to a Hebrew husband and her
associ ati on wi th Naom wunderm ned the effect of the pagan religion
The statenment that she was willing to abandon her faith was indicative
of the transformation within her soul. It cannot be overenphasi zed this
change was acconplished by the sanctity in the Iife of her nother-in-
l aw. Ruth was changed nore by what she saw than by anythi ng heard.

The |ife of Naom had been an "epistle.., known and read of all nen"
(see 2 Cor. 3:2). If the language of the hytmn witer nmay be used, then
the wonan from Mbab was sayi ng, "The dearest idol | have known,

whate' er that idol be, Help ne to tear it fromits throne, and worship
only Thee." She renmined a faithful convert. There were di sappointing
people in Israel who did not live according to their doctrines; their
58
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conduct did not enhance their testinmony. Ruth | ooked at God and did
not criticize any objectionable people. Wse are they who enul ate her
exanpl e.

A Renmai ni ng Daughter... "I will be faithful"

Wiere thou diest, will | die." Ruth never anticipated |eaving her
friend. Whatever the future held, prosperity or poverty, joy or
di sappoi ntment, nothing would ever separate the two wonen; they
woul d remain together. If Naom should die, Ruth would be present to
arrange the burial. Wth the assistance of Jehovah she vowed to remain
faithful through every eventuality of life. Her sincerity was evident
when, at a later date, she went to work in the harvest fields of Bethl ehem
to gl ean enough food to supply their nutual need. Fromthe tinme she
enbraced the faith of Naom wuntil the day she died, Ruth never regretted
her deci sion; she earned an abiding place in the records of the A mghty,
and set an exanple that all people should follow.

The Bi bl e supplies exanpl es of people who remained faithful for a
short period of tinme, but finally succunbed to various tenptations.
Sorre disciples liked mracles, others the food that Jesus freely offered.
Yet when faced by adversity they returned to their homes. The rich
young rul er m ght have been a great preacher, but his | ove of noney
hi ndered him Demas, the young nan who assisted Paul during the
apostle's inprisonnent, mght have been a fanous disciple, but worldly
attractions term nated his faithful ness. Paul wote, "Denmas hath
forsaken me, having loved this present world" (2 Tim 4:10). The
worman from Moab stood tall anmong the people of her generation; she
was one of the greatest wonmen who ever |ived

A Reuniting Death ... "I will never |eave thee"
It nmust be assumed that Ruth knew little about the theol ogy of |srael
she was only a convert, had not graduated froma sem nary, entered
t he house of God, nor heard a sernon! Her understanding of imortality
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was |imted; perhaps death was considered the end of existence.
However, under the tuition of her nother-in-law, she m ght have heard
of heaven and Naoni's desire to beconme one of its citizens. Yet Ruth
was determ ned to share with her nother-in-Ilaw whatever awaited them
She seened to say, "Watever may be beyond the grave, we will stil

be together; where you are buried, there will | also be buried. W have
been with each other in life; we shall be together in death. Nothing wll
separate us." If that delightful woman had been acquainted with the
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writings of Paul, she m ght have used his words: "For | am persuaded,
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to cone, Nor height, nor depth, nor any
ot her creature, shall be able to separate us fromthe |ove of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom 8:38A39).

Rut h becane the great-grandnmot her of David and an ancestress of
the Messiah. Such faith cannot go unrewarded. Wien | ater she | ooked
into the face of her baby, she knew all things had worked together for
her good because she trusted in God (see Rom 8:28).
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