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(Joshua 2: 18-19)

The Bible has given to us several facts concerning the
story of Rahab the harlot, and it is a little unfortunate
that some of these are unknown to the casual reader. The
fact that this renmarkabl e woman was a great sinner has
overshadowed all else, and in speaking of her scarl et
thread, we have forgotten that this incident was only the
begi nning of a chain of events which, to say the least, is
one of the nost ronmantic stories of the Scriptures. Rahab
the harlot, the great sinner, becane one of the nost
dignified ladies in Israel.

The New Hope

The fear of the children of Israel had fallen upon
Jericho, and the "city was straitly shut up." Faces were
strained, and al nost hourly the king and his counsellors
net to discuss the threatened invasion. A state of emer-
gency had been decl ared, and the future of Jericho seened
om nous. In common with all other places, the harlot's
house on the wall was a place of dread. When she saw
the two strangers furtively stealing through the gl oom
she guessed that they were spies fromlsrael, and i me-
di ately becane exceedingly resourceful. At the risk of
her life she safeguarded the nmen, and received fromthem
the prom se of salvation. The scarlet thread hanging from
the wi ndow woul d be a guarantee of protection. She
bel i eved the nessage, and woul d not have sold that thread
for all the noney in Jericho.

The New Heart

"And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her
father's household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth
in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the nessengers which
Joshua sent to spy out Jericho" (Josh. 6 : 25).
Somewher e anmong the people of the Lord her famly
erected a new hone, and a renarkabl e change came over
the i moral wonan. She l|istened to new conversations,
and watched with shining eyes the cerenponi al sacrifices,
and slowy but surely she desired to | eave her evil ways.
It would not be difficult for Rahab to do this, for her
change of heart hel ped her to renounce her forner habits.

The New Hone

Nobl e resol ves changed her nmanner of living, and a
new radi ance shone upon her countenance. Probably she
had al ways been an attracti ve wonan, but now a singul ar
beauty becane apparent to everyone. |t was not a cause
for amazenment when Sal non sought her in marriage.
Per haps this young man had been one of the original
spi es, and had never forgotten the kindness of this charm
i ng young wonan. The new Rahab accepted her suitor
and somewhere in Israel another hone cane into being.
The past failings were forgotten; happi ness flooded the
two young hearts; and when God bl essed their home by
sendi ng a baby boy, their cup of joy was filled to the brim
The proud parents adored their son, and call ed hi m Boaz
(Matt. 1. 5). Sonetimes in the cool of the evening the
young not her would nurse her child, and as his starry
eyes | ooked into her face, she sang her lullabies and quietly
t hanked God.
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The New Happi ness
The years passed by, and Rahab becane a di stingui shed
old lady of Israel. She enjoyed the respect of all people,
and her son Booz was destined to becone famous. "And
Naonmi had a ki nsman of her husband's, a mighty man of
wealth, of the family of Elinelech; and his nane was

Boaz" (Ruth 2:1). |If the great old lady saw the return
of Naom from Moab, she witnessed the unfol ding of the
greatest drama of her life. Her boy fell in love with the

Moabite nmai den Ruth, and ultimately nmarried her. Ruth's
new nmot her-i n-1aw was Rahab, whose nenory brought

back many thoughts of bygone experiences. Wen Rahab

| ooked into the eyes of her daughter-in-law, she remem
bered that she al so had been a Gentile who had been
rescued and brought into the fellowship of God' s people.
And if she lived to see the birth of her grandchild Obed,
she was one of the happiest wonen in Israel. "And they
called his name (bed: he is the father of Jesse, the father
of David" (Ruth 4:17).
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