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Then went he [Laban] out of Leah's tent, and entered into
Rachel's tent. Now Rachel had taken the inmages, and put
themin the canel's furniture, and sat upon them And Laban
searched all the tent, but found themnot. And she said to her
father, Let it not displease ny lord that 1 cannot rise up
before thee, for the custom of wonmen is upon ne. And he
searched, but found not the inages (Gen. 31:34-35).

Rachel was beautiful and desirable. The daughter of a
weal thy farner, she was admired by all the shepherds who
wat ered their sheep at the conmunal well. Yet she never per-
mtted themto becone anorous. She enjoyed their attention
but al ways renmai ned al oof and never becane involved in ro-
mance. Her father's wealth and reputation were probably a
deterrent to overzeal ous young nmen. Her sister, Leah, had
bewi t chi ng eyes but was not as gl anorous as the younger girl.
Why bot h renmai ned unmarried remains a mystery, but proba-
bly they were protected by their father who thought his daugh-
ters too good for the avail able nen.

Then Jacob arrived to ask the whereabouts of his kinsman
Laban. While he was conversing with the shepherds, Rache
arrived with her father's sheep, and he hastily renoved the
covering fromthe nmouth of the well to help the girl. As she
| ooked at the ruscul ar stranger and appreci ated the assistance
bei ng given, sonething stirred within her soul. It was |ove at
first sight.

Rachel escorted Jacob to her home, and an exciting story
of intrigue and deception began to unfold. Eventually, after
being tricked on his weddi ng night, Jacob | abored until he had
earned the right to nmarry both daughters. As tine passed he
becanme wealthy, but the relationship between Laban and Ja-
cob was never amcable; both were swi ndl ers actuated by
greed. Then Jacob becane honesick and, with the sheep-
sheari ng season approachi ng, began to nmeke plans to | eave.

He warned his w ves to nmake the necessary preparation, and
when Laban went away for three days, Jacob and his famly
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comenced their journey. Rachel stayed a little longer in her
hone and, seeing her father's idols, stole them

The Maid and Her Go.... Defiling

The theft caused great trouble, for when Laban di scovered
his idols were m ssing, he vowed that Jacob would pay with
his life. God appeared to the angry nan and averted a tragedy
whi ch seened unavoi dabl e. Jacob, who was unaware of Rach-
el's action, vehenently denied Laban's charges and suggested
a search of the entire canp. Wen his wife saw servants pro-
ceeding fromtent to tent, she placed the idols in her canel's
saddl e, sat upon them and excused herself for renaining seat-
ed by saying, "Let it not displease nmy lord that | cannot rise
up before thee, for the custom of wonen is upon ne." Laban
accepted her explanation and did not recover his gods. From
time inmenorial nen have debated the reason for Rachel's
theft, and various expl anati ons have been given.

Was she scared the idol mght assist her father? Sone
teachers think she feared the gods might inform Laban where
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to find his runaway daughters. It is difficult to accept this
reasoni ng, for an experienced rancher woul d know i n which
direction Jacob had gone. The herd of cattle would | eave tracks
whi ch could easily be foll owed

Did Rachel desire a special keepsake? She was | eaving her
home and had no guarantee she woul d see her father again.
Di d she desire sonething which would rem nd her of child-
hood days, sonething that would bridge the gulf between her
past and future? Wien she saw t he i mages, on the spur of the
nonment she stole them

Was she being nercenary? She hoped all would go well for
her husband, but being a cattleman was a precari ous occupa-
tion. If bad tinmes overtook them or if enenies stole the cattle,
financial resources could be a valuable asset. Idols that were
t he cheri shed possession of devotees were often studded with
preci ous stones which, in an energency, could be sold. Those
i mges could become a means of survival in adversity.
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Did she want a backup God? This suggestion i s nost
intriguing. Her famly worshiped idols, and as a child she
woul d have participated in the ritual. Her father was a man
with two religions. He was aware of Jehovah whom his an-
cestors had worshiped, but he also liked his idols which
never challenged his conduct. It was inspiring to know the
God of his fathers could hel p, but when He did not respond,
it was reassuring to have other gods who would be nore
cooperative. The images were excellent backup deities. Per-
haps Rachel acquired these ideas fromher father. Did she
reason that if her husband's God failed to respond it woul d
be nice to consult her own gods? It nay be difficult to de-
ci de why she becanme a thief, but the Scriptures describe
ot her people with sinilar desires.

The M ssionary and His Goal... Defeated

There is a strange story in the second book of Kings which
descri bes people who tried to walk in two directions at the
sane time. When the arnies of Babyl on overran Pal estine
and many Hebrews were taken as prisoners to a foreign | and,

t he heat hen nmonarch decided to | eave behind an army of oc-
cupation. He believed this was the best way to prevent an

upri sing anong the Jews who were pernmitted to stay in their
own land. It would also help to colonize the country and
extend the enpire of Babylon. This appeared to be an excel -

Il ent plan but, alas, the king ignored Jehovah. Wen ravenous
lions descended fromthe hills to kill people and devour cat-
tle, the superstitious Babyl onians believed the wild beasts were
the instrunents of Israel's offended God. When they becane
afraid, they conplained to their king. He decided to return
one of the captive priests to Samaria to instruct the inhabit-
ants concerning "the God of the land."

Thi s unknown mssionary traveled fromcity to city teach-
ing listeners the laws of Mses, and this created a uni que
situation. The Babyl onian inmigrants began to fear the Lord
but continued to worship idols. They were afraid of Jehovah's
lions but, although they gave lip service to the God of |srael
they continued to revere their own gods. The peopl e appeared
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to be devout believers but renained idolaters. They were nom
i nal believers who had no |ove for the Lord.

This was rem ni scent of Rachel who had idols in her hone.

It also describes people whose religion was only a cerenony.
When lions of affliction appear, distressed people pray for
di vi ne assi stance but afterward forget to give thanks, and they
return to the gods of their own creation. It is difficult to avoid
the conclusion that the ancient priest did his job, but his
nmessage was i neffective.

The Murmurers and Their Cospel... Distracting

Paul ' s nost aggressive opponents were Jews who tried to
unite Christianity with Judaism They professed to be disci-
pl es of Christ, but never abandoned the Mosaic |aw. Their
i nsistence that Gentile nmen be circuncised led to the first
Church Council where Paul said non-Jews should not be com
pelled to observe | aws which were given exclusively to He-
brews. Although Janmes, the president of that august assenbly,
ruled in favor of Paul, the adversaries did not change their
opi ni on. Throughout the apostle's m ssionary journeys, they
pronoted riots which threatened the lIives of the preachers.

Many of these obnoxi ous people clained to be Christians.
They accepted the Messianic clains of Jesus, but believed
sinners needed nore (the law) upon which to rely. This sug-
gested that if for any reason Christianity failed, they still pos-

sessed the teaching of Mdses. Here again are found reninders
of Rachel who stole her father's gods, and the priest who
failed to renove the idols worshiped by his congregation
Paul denounced the teaching of his adversaries and said they
shoul d be accursed for preaching another gospel (see Gal
1:8). The apostle woul d have appreciated the hyitm witten by
P. B. Bliss:

Free fromthe |law, O happy condition
Jesus hath bled, and there is reni ssion
Cursed by the law and bruised by the fall,
Christ hath redeenmed us, Once for all.
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Once for all, O Sinner, receive it,
Once for all, O Brother, believe it.

ding to the Cross, thy burden will fall
Christ hath redeenmed us, Once for all.

The Man and Hi's Quilt... Destroying

Judas had an incurabl e disease-the | ove of nobney. It spread
t hroughout his being and destroyed his soul. H's death was a
tragedy, for he had lived with the G eat Physician who cured
all kinds of sickness. Unfortunately, he thought nore of cash
than he did of his soul, and ultimately he was buried in a
grave for the honel ess.

This pathetic nan had anbitions to becone fanous. By
ni ght he dreaned of the ki ngdom of God and by day worked
to establish it, hoping to be worthy of a place of em nence
when his Leader becane the King of Kings. Wen he net
Jesus of Nazareth, he was convinced the Messiah had arrived.
It was one of his greatest days when the Lord invited himto
beconme a disciple. He enjoyed fellowship with his new friends
and probably worked as hard as any of his coll eagues. He
becanme the treasurer of the party, but the inflow of cash was
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poor, for his Leader never appeal ed for financial assistance.
Cccasionally a grateful admrer gave a special offering, but
there was never nuch noney in the treasury. This made Judas
long fervently for the prosperity which woul d be common-
pl ace when the Master established H s ki ngdom Judas hoped
he woul d becone the M nister of Finances. One day he took
sonme of the nmoney for his own purposes, and since his books
were never audited, no one discovered the theft. Helping him
sel f becane standard procedure.

When the bl eak wi nds of adversity began to bl ow upon the
di sci pl es, Judas shuddered. He hoped his Master would
succeed, but if He did not, things could be depressing. If
Jesus did not take advantage of His popularity, the future
could be in jeopardy. He was very apprehensive when the
Lord seened to be unconcerned. Judas sighed. Enthusiasm
di sappeared fromhis life. Had he chosen to follow the wong
| eader ? How could he recoup his | osses and nmake anends for
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his mstake? Hi s |ove for nobney becane apparent when he
decided to sell his know edge and cut his |osses. Those stingy
noney- grabbers would pay for information! They m ght argue

and try to swindle him but whatever he was gi ven woul d be
better than nothing.

Judas was dependi ng upon his business instincts; some-
thing could be salvaged for future use. Wen he had betrayed
his Master, his conscience becane active, and the precious
coins lost their attraction.

Then Judas, which had betrayed him when he saw that he

was condemed, repented hinmself, and brought again the thir-
ty pieces of silver to the chief priests and el ders, Saying, |
have sinned in that | have betrayed the innocent bl ood.

And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and
departed, and went and hanged hinsel f (Matt. 27:3-5).

Judas built his house upon sand, and the storns left him
honel ess! Hi s noney could not purchase a dwelling in this
worl d nor the next. He was a man wi thout w sdom

I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold,
I'd rather be His than have riches untol d;
I'd rather have Jesus than houses or | and,
I'd rather be led by H s nail-pierced hand.

That to be the king of a vast domain
O be held in sin's dread sway;

I'd rather have Jesus than anything
This world affords today.

R F. Mller
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