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PAUL- WHO MAY HAVE HAD A WONDERFUL SI STER

Sal ute Androni cus and Junia, ny kinsnmen, and ny fell ow
prisoners, who are of note anobng the apostles, who also were
in Christ before ne (Rom 16:7).

The epistle to the Romans is widely recogni zed as one of
the nost inportant letters witten by Paul. It is constructive,
corrective, and at its conclusion, intensely appreciative. If the
el eventh chapter of Hebrews can be called "God's Art Gallery
of Faith," the sixteenth chapter of Romans nay be naned
"Paul's Al bum of Special Friends." The apostle specially nen-
tioned twenty-ni ne people. Probably many of these net Pau
during his mssionary journeys and who for reasons unknown,
were then residing in Rome. The apostle, who planned to visit
the inmperial city, did not wish to | eave anyone out of his letter
and sent greetings to his special friends.

Hi s reference to Androni cus and Juni a has caused endl ess
di scussi on anong the churches. He al so said Herodion was a
ki nsman (see Rom 16:11). Sone comment ators have expressed
the opinion these people were Jews, but that is difficult to
accept since the others cited were also Hebrews. It would be
strange if they were all nmerely Jews when Paul only naned
three as nenbers of his family. The apostle had a sister and
nephew who were either residents of Jerusalemor visiting the
city when his life was being threatened (see Acts 23:16).

Whet her Junia was a sister, cousin, or a distant relative
does not alter the fact this person was related to the apostle.
The fact that Paul had a sister in Jerusal em supports the idea
that he stayed in her hone during the tine when he was one
of Gamaliel's students.

Dr. Herbert Lockyer believed the |lady and her son m ght
have been on vacation in the city when the lad infornmed the
of ficer of the plot to nurder his uncle. Sone teachers believe
the two people to whom Paul sent greetings were nen, cousins
of the apostle, but as Matthew Henry states in his comentary,
"Juni a could have been a fem nine nanme, and consequently
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m ght have been the wife of Andronicus.” That they were
won for Christ ahead of Paul suggests they may have been
converted when Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost. During
that feast eight thousand people were accepted into the fanmly
of God, and Andronicus and his wife could have been anpbng

t hat nunber.

A Pardon Accepted... "In Christ"

It is evident that these people were won for Christ early in
the history of the church. The apostle Paul, who then was
known as Saul of Tarsus, was | ater converted outside of the
gate of Damascus where he had gone to apprehend Chri stians.
Luke described that event in what is now known as the ninth
chapter of the Acts. Paul's sister was a devout Jewess who
probably provided a honme in which her student brother stayed.
It has been assuned that since Saul was never nentioned in
the Gospels, he had graduated and returned to Tarsus. Later
he cane back to Jerusalemto receive a comrssion fromthe
high priest to search for, and arrest, Christians who had fled
to Damascus.
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It can only be inagined how this grieved his sister. \Wen
the usual routine of the festival was rudely interrupted by the
foll owers of Jesus, the city was in an uproar. The disciples
were fearlessly preaching in the streets, and huge congrega-
tions were enthralled by their powerful messages concerning
the resurrection of Jesus. A trenmendous inpact was bei ng
made on the mnds of great crowds, and the news of the
heal i ng of the beggar at the gate of the tenple increased the
excitement. The situation was conpletely out of control, and
the rulers of the city were unable to end the disturbance.

Per haps that was when Androni cus and Junia first heard
the Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ. Their souls
were stirred, and as Paul said, "They were in Christ before
me. The grace of God did in a nonent what the | aw was
unable to do in a lifetinme. When a person intelligently believed
Christ was the only Savior, that convert imedi ately becane
a nenber of the fanmly of God. The sacrifices and mnistry of
the priests were no longer required, for Christ was able to

178

supply the needs of all who trusted HHm This teaching

contradi cted everything taught in Israel, and the anger of the
rabbis was quickly aroused. It was widely reported that many

of the priests had enbraced the new ideas, and for a while it
appear ed Judai sm had recei ved a deat hbl ow. Androni cus and

Juni a evidently becanme prom nent in the new novenent, for

Paul indicated in his letter that the activities of this couple
attracted the attention of the apostles. It is not known how this
was acconplished, but it nmight have been through their

cour ageous testinmony or spontaneous giving to help believers

in need. The apostle wote: "They were of note anong the
apostles." There were at |east eight thousand new converts,

but these special people were "not lost in the crowmd" - they
wer e out st andi ng.

A Prayer Answered ... "In Christ BEFORE ME"

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and sl aughter agai nst
the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest. And de-
sired of himletters to Danascus to the synagogues, that if he
found any of this way, whether they were nmen or wonen, he

m ght bring them bound unto Jerusal em (Acts 9: 1-2).

When a Christian is in the mdst of a storm it is difficult to
bel i eve every cloud has a silver lining. It is hard to be joyfu
when prayers renmai n unanswered, and God seens to ignore

the grief of His children. The thrills of Pentecost had becone
nmenories, for fierce persecution was threatening the |ives of
the disciples. Stephen, a brilliant young believer, was being
stoned to death, and watchi ng every novenent was anot her
man at whose feet the clothing of the nartyr had fallen. "And
Saul was consenting unto his death" (see Acts 8:1). That was
only an insignificant shower conpared with the hurricane
whi ch followed. Luke described the horrors of those days
when he wote: "And at that tinme, there was a great persecu-
tion agai nst the church which was at Jerusalem and they
were all scattered abroad throughout the region of Judaea and
Samari a, except the apostles."

What appeared to be a fatal blow to the church proved to
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be one of God's greatest blessings. The fierce persecution
transforned ordinary believers into itinerant evangelists. The
peopl e who were conpelled to | eave hones and fri ends went
everywhere preaching the Gospel. Sonewhere in the area were
Paul 's kinsnen who fervently loved the Lord. It would be
informative to | earn what they thought and said when they
di scovered their relative was responsible for their suffering.
Were they ashaned and filled with resentnent?

It is witten that "Saul nade havock of the church, entering
into every house, and haling nen and wormen comritted them
to prison" (Acts 8:3). The word transl ated havock is el umaine-
to; it suggests a wild pig using its snout to uproot young
plants in a vineyard. The Englishmen 'S G eek Testanent trans-
| ates the verse: "But Saul was ravagi ng the assenbly, house
by house entering, and draggi ng nen and wonen, delivered
themup to prison.” The Christians were pulled through the
streets to be thrown into dungeons. That terrible predi canent
was vastly different fromthe ecstatic scenes wi tnessed on the
Day of Pentecost. Saul resenbled a wild boar uprooting God's
garden and had beconme an instrunment of brutality and mnur-
der. The terrible situation caused grief to Saul's fanmly who
wonder ed what coul d prevent further infany. They prayed,
and their intercession played an inportant part in the niracle
whi ch followed. The persecutor becane a preacher of the
nmessage he had tried to destroy. Every Christian should |earn
fromthis account that it pays to pray.

A Passi on Acknowl edged ... "Who are of note anong the
apost | es"

Sol onmon said: "A good nane is rather to be chosen than
great riches, and |oving favour rather than silver and gol d"
(Prov. 22:1). It is not known when the king of Israel wote
t hese words, but his experiences verified the accuracy of his
statenent. He possessed wealth and wi sdom but his conduct
tarni shed his reputation. Blessed is the man who stays cl ose
to God, for he "shall abide under the shadow of the Al m ghty"
(see Ps. 91:1).
Every pastor knows the nenbers who are worthy of trust
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within his church. The people known to Narcissus were "in

the Lord." Tryphona and Tryphene "Laboured in the Lord."

The bel oved Persis "Laboured nmuch in the Lord."™ This is true

of every assenbly. The mgjority of church people claimto be
Christians, but they seldom do anything for the Savior. They
attend services infrequently, place a gift on the offering plate,
and take a week's | eave of absence after every Sunday norn-

ing service. They never nanifest interest in the continuing

wor k of evangelism but if their faith were chall enged, they
woul d be annoyed.

There are other people in the assenbly who have a genui ne
concern for the work of Christ, but they dislike responsibility,
for they have many irons in their fire! They enjoy bowing a
few nights a week, serve on several conmittees. and are busy
in many areas of activity. These people are willing to assist in
any church related programif the effort will not be too tine
consunmi ng and can be fitted into the regular routine of the
week. They are willing to help, but please do not ask too
often! It will be difficult to add to the weekly schedul e

Finally, there may be found in every church, nenmbers who
are the life of the place. They do what is necessary and never
conpl ai n nor nmake excuses. These peopl e obey the text which
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says: "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy m ght,
for there is no work, nor device, nor know edge, nor w sdom
in the grave whither thou goest" (Eccl. 9:10). O'ten these

faithful souls are the first to arrive in church and the last to
| eave. They dislike publicity, but if anything worthwhile is
goi ng on, somewhere in the background these saints will be

wor king hard to make the project a success. They belong to

"The Bel oved Persis Committee," and are devoted hel pers of

all who need assi stance. Such people are easily recognized in

a small group but difficult to find in a large crowd. Yet in the
early church where for a tinme at |east there were eight thou-
sand nenbers, Androni cus and Junia were prom nent, and

even the twelve apostles were aware of their service for Christ.
It woul d have been enlightening if either Luke or Paul had
supplied additional details about these wonderful workers. The
fact that they were not "needl es hidden in a haystack" says
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much for their faithful ness which was recogni zed throughout
the city.

A Partnership Appreciated... "My fellow prisoners”

Soneone has said: "The man worthwhile is the man who
can snmle when everything goes dead wong." There are occa-
sions when "fair weather Christians" |ose their fervor in storns!
Andr oni cus and Junia had conmitted thensel ves to the Lord,
and their devotion prevail ed when persecution destroyed their
liberty. There was a tinme during the mnistry of the Lord when
some of His listeners did not Iike what He said, and nade that
an excuse for deserting H m(John 6:66). Qhers, although they
did not understand Hi s nmessage, refused to | eave.

It is not known whet her Andronicus and Junia were inpris-
oned with Paul, or if they had been incarcerated in another
pl ace, and so were called "fellow prisoners.” The great m s-
sionary had been arrested on several occasions. Witing to the
Corinthians he said he had been "in prison nore frequent”

(see 2 Cor. 11:23). Accused people were sonetines given the
opportunity to recant, but true Christians rejected the opportu-
nity, preferring to suffer with Christ than to enjoy "the plea-
sures of sin for a season" (see Heb. 11:25). Paul appreciated
the courage of his kinsmen and expressed adniration when he
wote his letter to the Ronans.

W shoul d never forget the debt owed to the early Chris-
ti ans whose bl ood becane the seed of the church. They |eft
behi nd an exanple that all believers should emul ate. Wt hout
the influence of those pioneers, we would be w thout the
church, the Bible, and hope for eternity. The people of a
bygone age gave us a treasure that nmust never be lost. It was
because of their unending dedi cati on we now sing:

My hope is built on nothing |ess
Than Jesus' bl ood and ri ght eousness;
| dare not trust the sweetest frane,
But wholly | ean on Jesus's nane.

On Christ, the solid Rock | stand,
Al'l other ground is sinking sand.
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