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But when Peter was cone to Antioch, | withstood himto the
face, because he 1105 to be bl anmed. For before that certain
cane from Janmes, he did eat with the Gentiles: hut when they
were conme, he wi thdrew and separated hinself fearing them
whi ch were of the circuntision. And the other Jews dissem
bled Iikewise with him insonuch that Barnabas al so was
carried away with their dissinulation (Gal. 2:1 1A13).

When a hanmer strikes an anvil, sparks are to be expected.
This was true when the very indignant Paul condemmed the
illustrious Sinmon Peter before the elders in the church at Antioch
The Lord gave to Sinon the nane Cephas. which neant "The
Rock," but unfortunately a tide of circunstance had underm ned
that rock, and it was bei ng dislodged. Wien Paul heard of Peter's
actions he was very annoyed, and could hardly wait to neet the
of fending brother. When Sinon arrived in Antioch. Paul was
ready to chall enge his disgraceful conduct, and repercussions of
the confrontation disturbed all the assenblies.

Sinmon Peter was just a piece of human clay transforned by
the Master Potter. He was ordinary |like his admrers. He could
soar to the top of life's mountain, but he could also be affected
by fogs of disappointnment and fear. Probably he nmeant well, but
sonmetines he was unreliable and infuriating. He was too
concerned with the attitude of other people, and this led to disaster
Si non had been i npul sive when he left the fishing boat and
wal ked on the water to go to Jesus and desperate when he began
to sink. Peter was nervous and apprehensive when chal | enged by
a maid at the trial of the Savior, yet overconfident when the Lord
predi cted approachi ng danger. He was God's wonderfu
spokesman at Pentecost, but later his conprom sing behavior
aroused Paul's indignation and caused di smay anong Gentile
Christians. Peter was a nan of noods. As was said of Elijah, he
"was a man subject to like passions as we are" (see Janes 5:17).
Nevert hel ess, God used himnightily, and that supplies hope for
ever ybody.

An Unfortunate Conprom se.,, Dangerous
There is reason to believe Sinobn Peter was the npost popul ar
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man anong the original disciples, and that appealed to Gentile
Christians. Each tinme he testified concerning his visit to Corne-
lius. a Gentile, they were delighted. Peter knew they were not
uncl ean. Wen he visited their homes to share a neal, they felt
honored in entertaining such an illustrious brother. Even Pau
was pl eased that bigotry had been expelled fromthe soul of his
col  eague. Then cane the day when things began to change.
Legalists from Jerusal em were about to visit the church, and
their unyielding attitude regarding Mdsaic | aw was recogni zed
everywhere. Peter frowned. The visitors belonged to the head
church, and their influence could cause problens. Sinon began
to cancel his appointments with Gentiles. He nade all Kkinds of
excuses, and his new friends becane suspicious. Wien he "wth-
drew' hinmself and ignored them when they passed in the Street,
it becane evident he had changed. Wen Paul heard of Peter's
behavior, resentnment filled his soul. Once again the offender was
concerned about the opinions of people and had | ost sight of his
Lord. Uncertainty began to intimdate the church. The unity of
bel i evers was being threatened. A friend had forsaken them Their
chanpi on had beconme an advocate of circuntision, and they
feared that CGentiles would soon be consi dered second-class citi-
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zens within the assenbly. Paul was annoyed! H s eyes were
steel, his heart aflame with indignation. He was determ ned to
give Peter a piece of his mnd!

An Unprecedented Confrontation... Determ ned
But when Peter was cone to Antioch, | withstood himto the
face, because he was to be blaned (Gal. 2:11).

The Lord had given advice concerning nethods by which
probl ems between two church nenbers should be sol ved

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tel
himhis fault between thee and himalone: if he shall hear

thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee,
then take with thee one or two nore, that in the nmouth of two

or three witnesses every word nmay be established. And if he

shall neglect to hear them tell it unto the church: but if he
negl ect to hear the church, let himbe unto thee as an heathen
man and a publican (Matt. 18:15A17).

192

Evidently Paul was inpatient. He was in a hurry! He believed
that a straight Iine was the shortest distance between two points.
and the best way to solve a problemwas to go straight to the
heart of the matter. This incident was not a slight headache
affecting the confort of the assenbly: it was a swiftly noving
cancer that could destroy the church. Sinon Peter needed sur-
gery. The situati on denanded i nmedi ate action. There was no
time to appoint conmttees that would argue forever. This prom
ised to be a battle, and Paul was ready to defend his convictions
not only against Sinon Peter. but against the devil hinself. Years
later he wote: "But when | saw that they wal ked not uprightly
according to the truth of the gospel. | said unto Peter before then
al | (Gal. 2:14).

Probably the neeting place was packed to capacity with ap-
prehensive listeners. They expected verbal firewirks and were
not di sappoi nt ed.

An Unmerci ful Condemation.. .Deadly

If thou [Peter]. being a Jew, livest after the manner of the
Centiles, and not as do the Jews. why conpellest thou the
Gentiles to live as do the Jews'? W who are Jews by nature

... Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the

law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ. even we have believed in
Jesus Christ, that we mght be justified by the faith of Christ,
and not by the works of the law for by the works of the |aw
shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. 2:14A16).

My brother you are trying to restore that which the Savior
destroyed. Your words may be el oquent, but they are spoken by
hypocritical lips. You told us that the Master instructed you to
proceed to the honme of Cornelius because those Gentiles had
been cl eansed by God, even though they had never been circum
cised. You were instructed not to call unclean those whom God
had cl eansed (see Acts 10:15). Consequently, you proceeded wth
your mi ssion and have since enjoyed fellowship with many ot her
Centiles. Then the legalists fromJerusal em scared you half to
death! Why did you treat your brethren as strangers? Did you
have cataracts on your eyes when you pretended not to see them
in the streets? Sinon Peter. you preach one thing but practice
anot her. Wat ki nd of |eadership are you supplying to the church?
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You are supposed to be The Rock but are nmore like shifting

sand. bl own about by every wind of doctrine. If we are to judge

by your recent conduct, then you have forfeited the right to be a
shepherd of God's flock. Are you now telling us that the death

of Christ is insufficient to guarantee our acceptance wth God?
Are you suggesting that unless nen subscribe to the rite of cir-
cuncti sion, not even the precious blood of Christ can renove

their sins? Did observance to the Msaic | aw bring peace to your
soul ? You are an unreliable | eader, and the whol e church knows
that is true. It was not the |aw that saved you. but acceptance of
Jesus as your Lord and Master. My brother. He not only lifted

you fromthe waters of the Sea of Galilee. He rescued you from
many ot her weaknesses which threatened to overwhel m your

soul. Sinmon Peter, it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that you
are a very poor exanple of the faith once for all delivered to the
saints.

An Unforeseen Cimax. ... Delightful

Be diligent that ye may be found of himin peace, w thout
spot. and bl anel ess. And account that the |long suffering of
our Lord is salvation; even as our bel oved brother Paul also
according to the wi sdomgiven unto himhath witten unto
you; As also in all his epistles. speaking in them of these
things (2 Peter 3:14A16).

Si mon Peter possessed a volcanic soul that could erupt at any
nmonent. It would be interesting to know his reactions to the
charges made agai nst him He had been humliated before the
entire church and could have condemed his accuser for not
foll owi ng the procedure suggested by the Lord. Even if Pau
were correct, these deliberations could have been held secretly,
so that unbelievers would not criticize the church

It may be significant that no nmention is made of Peter's retali-
ation. If the Scriptures are to be our guide. then it nust be
assuned he did not reply. Did he acknow edge his nistake and
ask for forgiveness? It is unwise to specul ate about natters con-
cerning which no information is avail able. Many peopl e woul d
have been resentful and would have carried a grudge. Peter was
not that type of man. Later, when he wote to his friends, he
referred to his forner antagoni st as our bel oved brother Paul
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He al so acknowl edged t he wi sdom whi ch God had given in the
writing of Paul's epistles. He appreciated everything his col -
| eague had acconplished in preaching the Gospel and was proud
to be associated with the man who had acconplished so nuch
for the Lord.
The introductory salutation of his second letter reveal ed that
he and Paul believed the sane Gospel

Sinmon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them
t hat have obtained |ike precious faith with us through the right-
eousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:1).

The apostle was now a mature sai nt who wote about precious
facts.

The Precious Trial of Faith (I Peter 1:7)
The Precious Blood (1 Peter 1:19)
The Precious Corner Stone (1 Peter 2:6)
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The Precious Savior (1 Peter 2:7)
The Precious Pronises (2 Peter 1:4)

It is never easy for a strong man to admit failure. It is to be
expected that he will try to justify his conduct. That Peter re-
fused to pernmit prejudice to destroy his admration of Paul nust
be one of his nost delightful acconplishnments. Peter deserves
the place he occupies in the affections of all Christians.
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