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For | amnow ready to be offered, and the tine of ny depar-
ture is at hand. 1 have fought a good fight, | have finished ny
course, | have kept the faith (2 Tim 4:6-7).

The final words spoken by anyone are sel dom forgotten
They are inportant, for they express the last thoughts of a
person about to |l eave this world. For exanple, during ny stay
in Canada, ny nother went to be with the Lord. | had been
away a long tine and had tried to persuade her to join ne.
She was scared of airplanes, but finally agreed to cone. Un-
fortunately, sickness spoiled her plans. She wote a letter ex-
pl ai ni ng she had to undergo surgery, but prom sed to cone

i mediately after her hospital stay terninated. She wote: "If
the plane goes down, | shall be with your dad; if it does not, |
shall be with you, but in any case | shall neet you in the
nor ni ng! "

The sane truth applied to Paul, the brave m ssionary who
evangel i zed the world and introduced i nnunerabl e people to
the Savior. It would have been nice had he witten an autobi -
ography, for the book would have enthralled mllions of read-
ers. However, his notto seened to have been "not | but Christ."
He expressed a lifetine in three ngjestic verses, and a sinple
epitaph will reflect excellence throughout eternity. It supplied
six word pictures of exceptional beauty.

A Sacrifice... Prepared
For | amnow ready to be offered.
It is interesting that Paul said, "I amready to be offered.”
He was ready to lay down his Iife for the Lord he adored. He
did not say he was ready to die! He used different
term nol ogy-he was ready and willing to be sacrificed, to
make his final comitnment. The sacrifices offered in the tenple
were without bl em sh. They were conpletely for Jehovah,
and never returned to service. Evidently Paul had reached
such a place in his owmn |ife, and he was eagerly anticipating
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entering into the presence of his Savior. The apostle realized
he was about to becone a martyr, but thoughts of an inm nent
decease never disturbed the tranquillity of his soul; his vision
was focused on neeting Christ.

Paul had been present when the first martyr went home to
heaven and had not forgotten that experience. He heard Stephen
sayi ng: "Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of
man standing on the right hand of CGod" (see Acts 7:56). The
apostle could not forget how he had beconme a recipient of
God's grace. The young Christian had prayed for his mnurder-
ers, saying, "Lord lay not this sin to their charge.” Al through
life he had renmenbered that prayer and finally felt worthy to
foll ow Stephen into the presence of Christ. He was to becone
a sacrifice of praise.

A Sailor... Preparing
The tine of ny departure is at hand.

Paul knew his sojourn on earth was ending; his ship was
soon to sail for another country! The G eek word transl ated
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"departure" is anal useo, which suggests two things. The verb
|l useo nmeans to | oose or liberate, to set free. The prefix ana
suggests the beginning of a journey. To use the | anguage of a
seanan, his anchor was being raised; his voyage woul d soon

begin. Earlier in his mnistry Paul indicated to the Philippians
that he had a desire to go i nmediately to heaven but realized
it was necessary to strengthen the church and bring them
closer to Christ (see Phil. 1:23-24). That desire had been
fulfilled, and there remained no valid reason why his depar-
ture should be del ayed. He had already clainmed to be a citizen
of heaven, and he joyfully anticipated his honegoi ng (see
Phil. 3:20). He had no luggage, for the journey would soon be
conpl eted. One nonment he would be absent fromthe body

and the next, present with the Lord! Al that was needed for
eternity awaited his arrival

Earth had lost its great attraction
Heaven al one coul d satisfy:
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He was goi ng honme to Heaven
Where he knew he'd never die.

A Sol dier... Persevering
| have fought a good fight.

Paul's life had been difficult; he had enlisted in God's
arnmy and had never run from danger. Many of the early fol-
| owers of the Savior had left their Leader, and even a few of
hi s own associ ates had gone away. He wote: "Only Luke is
with ne" (see 2 Tim 4:11). The apostle had continued his
conflict, and although the scars of battle renained, he was
about to receive a commendati on from his Conmander-in-
Chi ef.

The apostle nmentioned three enemies: the world, the flesh,
and the devil. Christians are sonetines awed by the magni -
tude of Paul's achievenents and forget that he was |ike other
peopl e. Wien he wote to the Christians in Rone, he said,
"For | know that in ne, (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no
good thing: for to will is present with nme; but how to perform
that which is good | find not. For the good that | would I do
not; but the evil which | would not, that I do" (Rom 7:18-
19). There were occasi ons when unholy thoughts entered his
m nd, but when this happened, the apostle | eaned heavily upon
the everlasting arns of CGod's kindness. The eneny was re-
| entl ess, but Paul triunphed because he resisted the wiles of

the devil. It was remarkable that at the end of his career, this
brave warrior for Christ could say: "I have fought a good
fight."

A Sportsman... Prevailing

I have finished nmy course.

When this great |eader spoke of finishing his course, he
m ght have been thinking about the Aynmpic Ganes for which
many athl etes prepared throughout their lifetine. The witer
to the Hebrews conpared the Christian life with the experi-
ences of Jesus. He wote: "Let us run with patience the race

198

Page 2



PAUL SUMMARI ZES HI S | LLUSTRI QUS CAREER
that is set before us, |ooking unto Jesus the author and finish-
er of our faith; who for the joy that was set before himen-
dured the cross, despising the shanme, and is set down on the
right hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 12:1-2). The Savi or
had al so been running a difficult race, but had triunphed
gloriously. He never becane a dropout. Probably the |ight of
heaven was al ready shining upon Paul's face when he wote:

"l have finished nmy course.” He had reached the wi nning
post, and was al ready approachi ng the royal throne where the
King of Kings was waiting to offer H's congratul ations.

As Paul rem nisced, he renmenbered when adversity al nost
overwhel med his spirit, and he had been beaten to his knees.
He sumred up his experiences by saying: "In |abours nore
abundant, in stripes above neasure, in prisons nore frequent.
in deaths oft, of the Jews five tines received | forty stripes
save one. Thrice was | beaten with rods, once was | stoned,
thrice | suffered shipweck, a night and a day have | been in
the deep: In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of
robbers, in perils by mne ow countrynen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in
perils in the sea, in perils anmnong false brethren; in weariness
and pai nful ness; in watchings often, in hunger and thirst. in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that
are without, that which coneth upon nme daily, the care of al
the churches" (2 Cor. 11:23-28). Had the apostle been asked

to explain his success, he would have replied: "I can do al
things through Christ which strengtheneth nme" (see Phil. 4:13).

A Security Quard... Protecting
| have kept the faith.

The apostle had been entrusted with a jewel of incalcul able
worth. The Gospel of God's redeem ng grace had to be guarded
carefully. Jew sh teachers and Gentile unbelievers would
sacrifice everything they possessed to destroy the good news
of salvation. Their efforts had to be resisted constantly. Sone
i nportant officials had said Paul was nental |y unbal anced,
and his nessage was fal se. Yet through everything, he renained
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true to his conmi ssion; he never changed. The nessage had
been a stunbling block to the Jews, and foolishness to the
G eeks. He had been an object of scorn to many of the
intellectuals of his generation. As Dr. Frederich

Schl ei ermacher, the em nent Gernman theol ogi an, said:
"Not hi ng changes the fact that Paul's theol ogy was that of a
converted nman." Evidently, he believed if Christ could
transform a persecutor into a preacher, there was no man
beyond the reach of the grace of God. The apostle was so
convi nced his Gospel was the only CGospel, he issued the
greatest denunciation of all other doctrines. In this nodern
age, Paul woul d have been an unpopul ar evangelist. Witing
to the Galatians he said: "But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let himbe accursed" (Gal. 1:8). Pau
woul d have appreciated the words of Sir John Bowi ng:

In the cross of Christ | glory,
Tow ring o' er the wecks of tine;
Al the light of sacred story
Gat hers round its head subline.
Page 3



PAUL SUMMARI ZES HI S | LLUSTRI OQUS CAREER

Bane and bl essi ng, pain and pl easure,
By the cross are sanctified;

Peace is there that knows no neasure,
Joys that through all tine abide.

A Sovereign's Delight... Proclained

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give ne at that day:
and not to nme only, but unto all themalso that |ove his ap-
pearing (2 Tim 4:8).

Paul knew what it neant to stand before councils, nagis-
trates, kings and queens. Unafraid, he had been questioned by
skilled attorneys and had been paraded before people of great
eni nence. Now he was confronted by his greatest experience.

When Covernor Wl |l ace of Al abama was asked by a news
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reporter what had been the outstanding noment of his life. he
replied: "It has not yet conme. The greatest tinme in my life wll
come when | neet ny Savior face to face." Paul would have

appl auded that answer.

Maybe he tried to visualize the time when he woul d again
nmeet the Prince of Peace. The witer to the Hebrews, after
nentioning many A d Testament characters, said: "Seeing we
are enconpassed about with so great a cloud of wtnesses

The Living Bible supplies an interesting translation of that
text. "Since we have such a huge crowd of nmen of faith watch-
ing us fromthe grandstands." Perhaps Paul anticipated the
monment when rultitudes of angels and redeened saints would
cheer as he approached God's throne to receive his reward.

H s soul would be elated as the Lord offered Hi s congratul a-
tions and placed a crown of righteousness upon his head. He
woul d have appreciated the old hymn:

When all ny labors and trials are o' er
And | am safe on that beautiful shore
Just to be near the dear Lord | adore,
W1l through the ages be glory for ne.

Oh, that will be glory for nme, glory for ne.

When by His grace | shall ook on H s face,
That will be glory, be glory for ne.
2010

Page 4



This document was created with Win2PDF available at http://www.daneprairie.com.
The unregistered version of Win2PDF is for evaluation or non-commercial use only.



http://www.daneprairie.com

