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MR,  TALKATIVE... whose words were sonewhat junbled
(MARK 7: 31-37)

One of the characters introduced by John Bunyan was
M. Tal kative, who joined Christian and Faithful on the
road to the celestial city. He was an engagi ng personality,
whose know edge extended to all matters under the sun
He could quote Scripture or give tips for ganblers; he
could chant hyms or utter blasphem es; he was a great
tal ker, at home in any conpany John Bunyan descri bed
how for a while Faithful was pleasantly surprised by the
new conpani on, but finally Christian said, "This man is
for any conpany and for any talk. As he tal keth now
with you, so will he talk when he is on the al e-bench, and
the nore drink he hath in his crown the nore of these
things he hath in his nouth. Faith hath no place in his
heart, or house, or speech; all he hath [ieth in his tongue.
and his religion is to make a noise therewith." Maybe,
Bunyan first found Tal kative in Mark's Cospel

The Strange Man
"And they bring unto Jesus one that was deaf, and had
an inpedinent in his speech; and they beseech himto put
hi s hand upon hini (ark 7:32). This was one of the
nost renar kabl e cases ever brought to the Saviour. The
man was deaf-it was not possible to speak directly to his
soul. He was able to tal k-but no one was able to under-
stand what he said, for there was something wong with
hi s speech. And these disabilities were inextricably
connected. The words of the great Teacher were unheard,
and even the greatest of sernons |eft the man unnoved
Truth never reached his soul, for his ears were closed.
He woul d never have conme to Christ unless other people
had brought him H's munblings |acked intelligence. W
must excuse John Mark for forgetting to add the man's
nane. He was M. Tal kative, whose descendants are stil
with us. Are there not many people who can as readily
converse about spiritual things as about worldly things?
Can they not quote Scripture in support of their own
unholy practices? Yet they i mediately protest when
their own personal need is suggested. They never hear
the Master's word-they are deaf; they tal k-but have an
i npedi ment in their speech.

The Speci al Met hods
"And Jesus took him aside fromthe nultitude, and put

his fingers into his ears . . ." Slowy, firmy. the Saviour
held the man's armand resolutely led himaway fromthe
crowd. The people were still able to see fromthe distance,

but the Saviour's action was sufficient to make M.
Tal kative realize that Jesus was interested in him person-
ally. Then, as they turned to face each other, Chri st
placed H's fingers into the deaf ears of the strange man
and a renarkabl e change cane over the scene. M.
Tal kati ve ceased his incoherent munblings, and becane
delightfully subm ssive. Opened ears cleared the way to
his soul; he heard the nessage of Christ and responded. A
wi Il lingness to co-operate cane over his once difficult nind
and when Christ asked himto open his nmouth, he obeyed
t he conmand, and was heal ed of the inpedi nent which
had confused all his utterances. Then, side by side, they
returned to the crowmd, who "were beyond neasure
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MR, TALKATIVE... whose words were sonmewhat junbled
ast oni shed, saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh
both the deaf to hear, and the dunb to speak"” (v. 37).

The Suggestive Mracle

This is one of the outstanding miracles of the Lord. It
is for that reason this man may be |ikened to John
Bunyan's M. Talkative. It is a nost difficult task to
persuade certain people that they need the saving power
of Christ. They are truly sincere when they recogni ze the
need of other people, yet strangely blind in regard to their
own predicarment. It would appear that the sal vation of
such peopl e depends upon the faithful intercession of their
spiritual friends. "And they bring unto him one that was
deaf and had an inpedinent in his speech.” The power
of Christ knows no linmtations when He is assisted by the
| oyal co-operation of His disciples. If M. Talkative
belongs to my own famly | should find confort in the
fact that prayer can performthe inpossible.
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