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MOSES ... who supplied Christ with a sernon illustration
(NUMBERS 21: 5-9)

During the nonth of Cctober, 1852, a tragedy occurred at
the Zool ogi cal Gardens in London. A nan named GQurling,
one of the keepers of the reptile house, was bitten by a cobra,
and died within an hour. He had been to the farewel| party
of a man leaving for Australia, and had drunk too nuch gin.
Sorre nonths previously he had been fascinated by a snake
charner's exhibition, and the scene was still before his con-
fused m nd when he returned to his snakes at the Zoo. First
he took a Modroccan snake, and whirled it around his head.
When his assistant cried, " For Cod's sake, put it back," he
replied, " I"'minspired." He thereupon lifted a cobra, and
in order to revive it froma stupor, put it inside his clothing.
Later, when he held it in front of his face, he was i nmedi ately
struck. As the blood trickled down his cheek, he sobered
and cried for help. The assistant fled for his life. Wen others
reached the dying man, they discovered that he had pl aced
t he snake back in its case, and was calmy sitting down. He
said, " | amdead already.” Qurling was rushed to hospital
where wi thin an hour he paid the supreme price for his folly.
H s statement, " | amdead already,” remnds us of a Bible
story.

How Seri ous the Rebuke

The canp of Israel was filled with unrest. Faces were

cl ouded, and the di scussions anong the people were nost

ani nated. The way to Canaan lay through difficult terrain,
wher e serpents abounded. The barrenness of the surroundi ngs
mat ched the bl eakness of their spirits. "And the people
spake agai nst God, and agai nst Mdses, Wierefore have ye
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For

there is no bread, neither is there any water ; and our sou

| oatheth this light bread.” Their biting criticisns of the great
| eader were unfair and sinful, and as these increased in
intensity, God was very displeased. Until that nonent, pro-
vidential care had naintain.-d a constant watch over the |urk-
ing serpents ; now suddenly the undergrowth was filled with
nenace. " And the Lord sent fiery serpents anong the people,
and they bit the people ; and nmuch people of Israel died."

The di saster was devastating in every respect, and as Gurling
m ght have said, the nmen were dead even before they died.

How Si npl e the Renedy

"Therefore the people cane to Mdses, and said, W have
sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and agai nst
thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents
fromus. . . . And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a
fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall cone to pass,
that every one that is bitten, when he | ooketh upon it, shal
live." As quickly as possible Mses obeyed, and ultimately
the brazen serpent could be @ high above the heads of the
people. Dying nmen were urged to | ook and live; and those
who had been heal ed becane nessengers of good tidings, and
hel ped other unfortunates. Wthin the scope of God's witten
word, profundity is wedded to sinplicity. This is evident in
the followi ng details. (i) Israel urgently needed sal vation
(ii) They could not save thenselves. (iii) God provided a way
of salvation, but He could not save Israel w thout the co-
operation of the nen in need. And as it was, so it is now
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How Sublime the Result

" Look and live; look and live." The cry reverberated
t hroughout the canp. Men who chased the serpents paused
to listen ; despondent sufferers raised their heads ; relatives
who understood the inportance of the great nessage,
struggled to lift their |loved ones to a viewpoint, and despair
gave place to a new hope. The di stant scene begins to fade,

and instead we see a neat little sittingroomwhere the Lord
interviewed Nicodenus. The prelimnary conversation pro-
duced a theol ogi cal question. The Savior asserted that Cod

the Father desired to transnit eternal life to nen and wonen ;
but apparently this teaching could not be substantiated from
the witings of the Fathers. " Master, how can these things

be?" Christ replied, " And as Mdses lifted up the serpent

in the wilderness, even so nmust the Son of man be lifted up

That whosoever believeth in himshould not perish, but have
eternal life " (John 3: 14, 15). It is clear that nmen in every
age need God ; that without H's aid, they nust die. D d

any Israelite reject the invitation to |look and live, preferring
to rely upon his own ability to kill serpents? No! Such
absurdities were left for people of |ater generations.

Look and live, ny brother, live
Look to Jesus, now, and |ive.
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