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MOSES . . . and his recurring chall enge
(Exodus 32: 26)

The canp of Israel was in an uproar, and the noise of
the ribald shoutings echoed far up the nmountain side
Around the gol den cal f naked nen and wonen heedl essly
danced in reckl ess abandon. Hi gh on the hillside, Mses
listened and said to his servant Joshua, "it is not the
voi ce of themthat shout for nastery, neither is it the
voice of themthat cry for being overcome: but the noise
of themthat Sing do | hear. And it cane to pass as soon
as Moses canme nigh unto the canp, that he saw the calf,
and the dancing: and Mdses' anger waxed hot . . . And
when Mbses saw that the people were naked . . . he stood
in the gate of the canp, and said, Wwo is on the Lord's
side? let himcone unto ne" (Ex. 32:18-26).

The Chal | enge of Mbses

And inmediately all the sons of Levi noved toward
their revered | eader. "And he said unto them Thus saith
the Lord God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his
side, and go in and out fromgate to gate throughout the
canp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his
conmpani on, and every man his nei ghbour. And the
children of Levi did according to the word of Mses"
(vv. 27, 28). Thus ended one of the nost tragic days in
I srael ; but before the shadows finally obliterated the scene,
certain things had becone evident. (i) The people who
had si nned had not done so ignorantly. The absence of
Moses did not provide an adequate excuse for wilful dis-
obedi ence. (ii) The people who had abstai ned had not
done so accidentally. To refuse to conformto the popul ar
idea was to invite persecution. Such action demanded
great courage. (iii) The execution of justice was not done
sentinentally. Men were commanded to slay menbers
of their own famlies. True religion demands that God
be first in all matters. The challenge of Myses split the
canp into two sections.

The Chal | enge of Jehu

An onmi nous sonbre silence had settled on the city;
the streets were enpty; it was the cal mbefore the storm
The fiery captain Jehu had devel oped a great hatred of
i dol atry, and the worshi ppers of Baal were frightened
Jezebel rermined in her palace, and smled. Oher nen
had found her charns to be irresistible; Jehu should be
no exception to the rule. "And when Jehu was cone to
Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and
tired her head, and | ooked out at a w ndow." Her bewitch-
ing face and coquetti sh manners were nmeant to ensnare
the brave refornmer; but he refused to be deceived. His
challenging cry rang through the street: "Wio is on ny
si de? who? And there | ooked out to himtwo or three
eunuchs. And he said, Throw her down . . . and he trode
her under foot" (2 Kings 9 :30-33). And once again
three things becanme evident. (i) No nman can be on two
sides at the sanme tinme. (ii) No nan can be truly on God's
side and remain hidden. (iii) No man can be truly on
God' s side unless he openly fights against evil. A pretty
face can never disguise a foul heart when a man of Cod
is the detective!

The Chal |l enge of Chri st
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MOSES . . . and his recurring chall enge
Eccl esi asti cal arrogance began to appear when John
said unto Jesus, "Master, we saw one casting out devils
in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad him
because he followeth not us" (Mark 9 : 38). Who was the
unknown heal er? That he knew and preached the correct
nmessage no one can doubt, but the disciples were unduly

di sturbed because he had "not joined their church." He
was an upstart! It was like his cheek to imtate people
in holy orders! Master, we told himto stop! "But

Jesus said, Forbid himnot: for there is no man who shal
do a miracle in nmy nanme, that can lightly speak evil of
me. For he that is not against ne is on our part” (vv.
39, 40). Let us consider three vital features. (i) The
foll owers of Christ are never confined to a single select
band. (ii) An unashamed confession of Christ is the hall-
mark of true devotion. (iii) The true follower of Christ
will be loyal even when his Lord is apparently absent.

W are glad the Lord dealt with his belligerent disciples,
for true ordination cones from God. Sonetinmes He uses
the well-known mnisters-the Peters and Johns of His

foll owers; and sonetimes He uses the unknown fell ow

who lives in the other street. Does it natter-so |ong as
soul s are healed in the Name of Jesus?
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