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Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedoni a,
and a colony: and we were in that city abiding certain days
And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side,
where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and

spake unto the wonmen which resorted thither. And a certain
wonan nanmed Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyati -
ra, which worshipped God, heard us, whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attended unto the things which

were spoken by Paul (Acts 16: 12A15}.

Anmong nodern churches neetings specially convened for |a-
dies are commonpl ace. Yet it is surprising to learn that through-
out the Bible only one gathering of this type is nmentioned. It was
a service probably held every sabbath on the banks of the river
at Philippi. It was one of the npbst inportant neetings connected
with the early church. Its influence reached the entire world.

When Paul and Silas reached Philippi, they sought a place to
stay and then began to make inquiries about the cityAit was their
first visit. Paul usually began his nministry in the |ocal synagogue,
but there was no such place in Philippi. If ten Jews lived in a
community, they could legally establish a place of worship. The
fact that there were fewer than the required nunber suggests Phil -

i ppi was a Centile city. Perhaps that explains why Caesar had

built a garrison in the vicinity. The soldiers were there to protect
Roman i nhabitants. Paul nust have been disappointed to | earn of

the scarcity of Jews, but sonmeone inforned himthat every sab-

bath wonen held a prayer neeting on the banks of the river. Pau

and his conpani ons decided to attend to find out what was hap-

peni ng. The | adies who were present that day were astonished to

see men approaching along the river bank and sitting down in

their mdst. Evidently the newconers intended to stay for the

whol e neeting. Strangers in such a situation were always invited

to participate, and when asked, Paul began to address the audi -
ence. Soon the face of a worman naned Lydi a began to gl ow, and

| ater she requested to be baptized. Perhaps God sniled, for this
was the climx of a very long process arranged in heaven. It night
be easier to understand and appreciate this lady if we seek answers
to certain questions.

186
Who Was Lydia, and What Had Happened to Her?

Luke says she was a native of Thyatira. an inportant center
for the dyeing of cloth and the manufacture of fine garnents.
Wthin the city were the headquarters of a very fanpbus Quild of
Dyers. and Lydia m ght have had connections with that organi-
zation. Apparently her husband had died. She was a wi dow, a
Centile by birth. Al though she may have fornmally worshi ped
i dol s, she had becone a convert to the Jewish faith. She was a
prosel yte. Evidently she had passed through a great crisis that
left her devastated. If that tine of testing were associated with
the death of her husband, it would be easy to understand her
predi canent. She becane a worried soul in search of peace

Wiy Did She Leave Her Home in Thyatira?
Certain reasons m ght have accounted for her decision. (I) If

she had renounced her idolatry to be identified with Jehovah

many of her forner associates m ght accuse her of being a reli-

gious traitor. (2) The nenbers of the Guild of Dyers m ght use

their influence to persuade custoners to purchase goods from

others who were faithful to the gods. That could | ead to bank-
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ruptcy. On the other hand, that same organization m ght have
appointed this gifted wonan to be their representative in an ef-
fort to extend trade relations. Perhaps the nost convincing rea-
son for her departure was the overruling grace of God. Lydia
was destined to have a far-reaching mnistry which woul d have
been i npossi bl e had she remained in her native city.

Why Did She Decide to Go to Philippi A60O0 M| es Away?

Philippi was the chief city in Macedonia. It was inhabited
nmostly by CGentiles, and many soldiers were stationed in the
| ocal Roman garrison. MIlitary nen were always | ooking for
unusual gifts to take to their famlies and friends. The prospects
for increasing business were excellent, and through the coning
and going of mlitary nen there existed the chance of reaching
the entire Roman Enpire. Furthernore, since Philippi was far
removed from Thyatira, Lydia would be a stranger. and reper-
cussions fromenenies were unlikely to occur. She could live
wi thout fear of recrimnation. There is reason to believe that,
above all else, God was fulfilling H's own purpose.

187
Wiy Did Lydia Begin Attendi ng a Ladies' Prayer Meeting?

This woman was not only a convert to Judaism she was al so
a very sincere soul searching for peace. Wen she arrived in the
city. she purchased a | arge house, and this suggests she was
either a wealthy woman or was sponsored by the Guild which
had sent her to increase their business. Wen the | ady di scovered
there was no synagogue. she wondered how she coul d possibly
exi st without a sanctuary. It is not known whet her or not she
comenced the sabbath service, but in any case. Lydia becane
one of the wonmen who regularly attended. At the weekly neet-
i ng the woren sang sone of the songs of Israel and then dis-
cussed inportant parts of the sacred witings. Lydia still hungered
for sonething of which she had no knowl edge. Only peopl e who
have known that yearning can appreciate the struggle wthin her
soul

Wiy Did She Ask to Be Baptized?

When she watched with specul ative eyes the visiting nmen
sitting anong the congregation. she wondered what they desired
and what they would say. It is not difficult to understand what
was said by Paul, for whenever he preached to people for the
first time, he followed the sane pattern. It is safe to assune all
the wonen were Jewi sh. and, recognizing that fact. Paul would
descri be his own experiences. Hs testinony of being enpl oyed
by the high priest in Jerusalemwould at |east be interesting. The
story of his encounter with the risen Christ would introduce his
new faith that Jesus was the Messiah. Wen he expl ai ned how
t he deepest yearning of his hungry soul had been satisfied in
Christ, Lydia suddenly realized he was speaking to her. Wen
her soul responded, it becane evident the Spirit of God was
| eadi ng her to the kingdom of God. Salvation is not the exercise
of a religious ordinance, but an encounter with the risen Lord.
She al ready knew the significance of baptismfor she had be-
conme a proselyte, and no Gentile was ever accepted into Judai sm
until they had been imersed as a confession that he or she was
abandoni ng idols to worship Jehovah. Lydia announced to every-
one that she was forsaking everything to becone a Christian

What Happened in Her Hone?
Probably she was imrersed i mediately in the nearby river
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and afterward she said to Paul. If ye have judged nme faithful to
the Lord, come into nmy house and abide there." "She earnestly

entreated us." Luke said. "The Lord opened her heart." but she
opened her honme. Gratitude always gives! Alter Paul and Silas
were rel eased fromprison, they were instructed by the nmagis-
trates to leave the city i mediately. but Paul refused to do this.
It was significant that he went first to the home of Lydia to
confort and strengthen the brethren. Men were al ready associ at -
ing with the new novenent. Possibly. the jailer and his famly
were anmong the first to do this.

It is thought-provoking that Luke cane to Philippi with Pau
and Silas. but he did not leave with them Later when he wote
the Acts of the Apostles. he said: "And they went out of the
prison, and entered into the house of Lydia: and when they' had
seen the brethren. they conforted them and departed"”
(Acts 16:40). Paul recognized the need of soneone to help the
young converts, and it seenms Luke stayed behind to becone the
pastor of the first church in Philippi. There was no other suitable
pl ace where those early Christians could assenble. It was provi-
dential that Lydia had bought a |arge house.

Wy Did Lydia Continue to Gve So Much?

When Paul left Philippi, he ultimately arrived in Thessal oni -
ca. The journey could not have taken |onger than a few days.
Yet even in that short space of tinme the apostle received two
love-gifts fromthe church in Philippi. Long afterward he re-
menbered t he assi stance recei ved fromthose people and wote,
"Now ye Philippians know al so, that in the beginning of the
gospel . . . no church communicated with ne as concerning
giving and receiving. but ye only. For even in Thessal onica ye
sent once and again unto ny necessity” (Phil. 4:15A16). This
generosity continued throughout the Iife and ministry of the apos-
tle. Probably Lydia spoke to her brothers and sisters in Christ
and suggested it would be nice to send help to their bel oved
Paul . This was a great way to express their appreciation. Conse-
crated souls are never stingy! Longfell ow was one of Britain's
greatest poets. H's work never deteriorated. Toward the end of
his life he was asked what was the secret of his continuing
success. Pointing to an apple tree, he replied. "That apple tree is
very old, but | never saw greater blossons than those it carried

189
this year. That tree grows a little new wood each year, and the
wood produces the flowers. | try to grow sonme new wood each

year, and this explains ny success." Probably Lydia did the

same kind of thing. Her love gifts to Paul expressed the gratitude
in her soul. She influenced the entire world with her dedicated
service

What Kind of Welconme Did She Receive in Heaven?

I f Paul's honegoing to heaven preceded Lydia's it would be
easy to inmagine his taking her by the hand to say. "Master, she is
hone at last. | could not have acconplished ny nm ssion wthout
her help.” And the Lord would respond, saying, "Wll done,

t hou good and faithful servant. Enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.” It would be nice to know what kind of reception we shal
have when we stand before God's throne.
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