LOT --- THE CAT ON A HOT TI N ROOF
LOT --- THE CAT ON A HOT TI N ROCF

And Lot sat in the gate of Sodom (Gen. 19:1).

And [ God] delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversa-
tion of the wi cked: (for that righteous man dwelli ng anong
them in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from
day to day with their unlawful deeds) (2 Peter 2:7A8).

The title has al ways been a source of fascination, for it is
difficult to understand why any cat would be content to remain
on a hot tin roof when its paws seened to be burning! Perhaps a
nouse had made its home nearby. and in the hope of gaining a
meal the cat was willing to endure pain. It is also difficult to
conprehend why intelligent people remain in any place where
life's greatest treasures are being destroyed. Perhaps they are
willing to suffer in the hope of catching mce of another kind!

Poor Lot! He was a strange nan, unable to escape from
hi msel f! Forner experiences haunted him he knew what need-
ed to be done, but his feet would not cooperate with his heart.
After the death of his father, the lad was an orphan with an
uncertain future, but his uncle. Abraham provided a hone and
a future for his nephew. The |lad was not penniless. for he
i nherited whatever belonged to his deceased father. Under ex-
pert supervision, his flocks and herds increased enornously,
and he was able to enploy his own servants. The Bible reveals
how the great increase in Lot's possessions led to strife regard-
ing water rights. Eventually it becane necessary for the two
herds to be separated. and Abraham gave Lot pernission to
choose any direction in which to travel. The younger nan saw
the plains of Sodomwere "like the garden of the Lord." and
decided he would live in the | ow ands. That decision proved to
be the greatest mistake of his Iife. He was taken captive by
warring kings, and but for Abraham s rescue, mght have spent
the rest of his life in captivity (see Gen. 14:1A16). Probably
Lot was very excited when he took his herds to the plains of
Sodom He had becone i ndependent, could please hinself; he
was his own master. Unfortunately, he forgot to count the cost
of his anticipated achi evenents.

Lot Conpromised His Faith

It might be difficult to know what kind of faith he possessed.
He had lived with Abraham the friend of God, but there is no
evi dence that he ever loved the Lord. He never built an altar: he
was too busy maki ng noney. Neverthel ess, what he learned in
chi | dhood coul d not be easily forgotten. Wien Lot mingled with
honosexual s and listened to their disgusting conversation. "he
vexed his righteous soul." Their filthy topics were a terrible
contrast to the inspired words of his uncle. It is thought-provoking
that, whereas nost nonads lived in their tents close to the herds,
Lot becane the owner of a house within the city.

The new citizen of Sodom knew that his |life had been revol u-
tionized. Earlier he sat and talked with a saint: now he was
repel l ed by the conpany of abom nable strangers. He renem
bered how Abraham knelt at God's altar to gain strength to
overconme problens: the nmen of Sodomloved to reiterate their
experiences when they exploited and mani pul ated each ot hers
bodi es. Apparently Lot desired to be inportant, and for that
pur pose abandoned his religious upbringing. He was able to sel
his cattle in the cities of the plain and becane a councill or
authorized "to sit in the gate"” anpong the rulers of the city. He
becane the nost niserable man in the area. He was truly like a
cat on a hot tin roof, and the roof was getting hotter! Yet he did
not | eave, for he expected the nouse of his anbition to appear at
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any noment .

Lot Conpromi sed Hi s Fell owship

Lot received a great welconme fromthe inhabitants of Sodom
his cattle assured the Sodonmites of a continuing supply of fresh
nmeat. It was not |ong before he took a seat anong the elders to
gi ve counsel to people who sought |egal advice. Wen the other
men anused each other with descriptions of lustful behavior
Lot remained silent. He was afraid to denounce them They were
potential custoners. He should have wal ked away. but his |egs
seened to be paralyzed. H's hot tin roof was now al nost unbear -
abl e, but the nobuse was getting fatter

At the close of an evangelistic service in New Zeal and. a nan
said to nme: "Sir, you have surely landed ne in a hell of a ness.”
He continued: "I amone of three brothers: we are in business
toget her. The government caught us once for not payi hg enough
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i ncome tax, but we outsmarted them by falsifying our books.
But last night | came to hear you. After the neeting | went to the
office where nmy partners were working late and asked themto
buy me out, as | wanted to be clean! One brother |ocked the
door, and then both of them beat me up. You surely | anded ne
in a hell of a ness." It was evident he had di scovered a disturb-
ing truth. It is inpossible to live in the snog of Sodom and stil
breathe the pure air of God' s nountains.

Lot Conpromised His Fanmily
And Lot went out at the door unto them and shut the door

after him and said. | pray you brethren, do not so w ckedly.
Behol d now, | have two daughters which have not known
man: let me, | pray you bring themout unto you. and do ye to

themas is good in your eyes: only unto these nen do not hing;
for therefore canme they under the shadow of ny roof (Gen
19: 6A8).

And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons-in-law, who nar-

ried his daughters, and said, Up. get you out of this place: for
the Lord will destroy this city. But he seened as one that
nocked unto his sons-in-law (Gen. 19:14).

Wiy did this unhappy nman give his daughters in marriage to
two honosexual men? Wiy did he address the lustful nob as
"brethren"? Was he so intent on retaining the favor of the citi-
zens that he was willing to sacrifice his girls? Wien he said that
hi s daughters had not known nan, he revealed their marriages
had never been consumrat ed. The husbands were only interest-
ed in nal e conpani onship; the wives were only desired as house
cl eaners and cooks. Sodom was the classic exanple of the situa-
tion described by Paul

Wherefore God al so gave them up to uncl eanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodi es be-
tween thensel ves. Who changed the truth of God into a lie,
and wor shi pped and served the creature nore than the Cre-
ator, Wio is blessed forever. Anmen. For this cause God gave
themup unto vile affections: for even their wonen did change
the natural use into that which is against nature. And |ikew se
al so the nen, |eaving the natural use of the wonan, burned in
their lust one toward another: men with men worki ng that
which is unseemy. and receiving in thenselves that recom
pense of their error which was neet (Rom 1:24A27).

God ceased to strive with the sodonmtes. but Lot decided to
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live anong them and wel comed two of their young nmen into his
famly. He sacrificed the happi ness of his daughters to be nore
closely identified with potential custonmers. It is difficult to un-
derstand why this was done, but unfortunately the sane kind of
thing can be seen throughout the nodern world. Men appear to
be wal ki ng i nto qui cksand. The nore they proceed, the deeper
they sink, and finally escape becones inpossible. Natives catch
monkeys in Africa by placing an orange in a box or a tree. A
small hole is left through which the animal can push its arm
When it grasps its prize and refuses to release it. it is inpossible
to pull the orange through the snall aperture. To regain its free-
dom the nonkey nust open its hand. The natives recognize this
weakness and exploit it to trap the victim Al as, people who
once enjoyed freedom are now sl aves because of their desire to
hol d and enj oy prohibited things.

Lot Conprom sed Hi s Fortune

And it canme to pass. when they [the angel s] had brought them
forth abroad, that he [the angel] said, Escape for thy life: |ook
not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to
the nmountain, lest thou be consumed (Gen. 19:17).

The conmand gi ven by the angel s had been clear and precise;
there was no tinme to |ose; delay could be dangerous. Unfortu-
nately, Lot's affections were still in Sodom He was facing bank-
ruptcy, and his outl ook was appal ling. Throughout the years he
had worked unceasingly to increase his wealth, but now he was
to be left with nothing. He had ganbled and | ost! Sodom was
about to be destroyed by an earthquake and fire, and within a
few hours the city woul d becone ashes. Lot's cattle would dis-
appear into gaping holes in the ground; his hone and everything
el se woul d be destroyed by flanes. He woul d be a honel ess

refugee with nothing to show for years of toil. Doubtless, Uncle
Abraham woul d be willing to assist his inmpoverished nephew,
23

but financial help, or the replacenent of herds, could never re-
nove the ache fromhis soul, nor the shane fromhis nind. He
believed hinself to be a failure, and that increased his vexation.
Did he know that he was delivered from Sodom t hrough the

faithful intercession of the old saint who lived in the nountai ns?

And it came to pass. when God destroyed the cities of the
pl ain, that God renmenbered Abraham and sent Lot out of the
m dst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the
which Lot dwelt (Gen. 19:29).

Did Lot ever rem nisce and review the events which had tran-
spired since he |left Abraham s canp? Did he ever suffer re-
norse and wi sh he could relive his life? Wen the man was | eft
with unpl easant nenories, he becane a classic exanple of the
type of people nmentioned by Paul. Lot was savedA'so as by
fire." Hs life had been fruitless: he had nothing left of which to
be proud. He could only enter into the eternal state with regret
filling his soul. H's mstakes should be a warning to every per-
son acquainted with his story. The higher a man clinbs, the
nore di sastrous may be his fall.

Lot Conprom sed Hi s Future
Abraham was a spiritual light that continued to burn brightly:
Lot was a glimrer that quickly fizzled out in the darkness. He
was so drunk that he lay on his bed utterly oblivious of his
surroundi ngs. He was unaware of the intention of his daughters,
and woul d not have appreciated their schene.
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And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the nountain, and

his two daughters with him for he feared to dwell in Zoar

and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. And the
firstborn said unto the younger, Qur father is old, and there is
not a man in the earth to cone in unto us after the manner of

all the earth: Cone, let us make our father drink wine, and we
will Iiewith him that we may preserve the seed of our father
(Gen. 19: 30A32).

W were first introduced to Lot when he was adopted by
Abraham He becane a regul ar nenber of the patriarch's famly
and was present when his benefactor knelt at the famly altar
Now we see himlying in a drunken stupor. making possible the
birth of the Mdabites and Amonites who becane the deadly
eneni es of the Hebrews (see Gen. 19:37A38). Lot was a nman
who | oved to travel downhill where progress was easy but cost-
ly. If a man were comrissioned to wite a list of the great men
of the Bible, the witer would not include Lot. That nane woul d
be out of place anpbng others such as Abraham |saac, Jacob
Joseph, Mbdses, the prophets, and the apostles of the New Testa-
ment. Yet, the fact remains that Lot could have been incl uded
with distinction with those whose nanes are immortal. The wit-
er to the Hebrews nade such a list and said of Abraham "By
faith ... he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
bui | der and rmaker is God" (see Heb. 11:9A10). Lot | ooked for a
city that had business possibilities. Alas, it was a place built on
unreliable foundationsAit was called Sodom a center of infany
and lust. No true believer could find peace in such surroundi ng.
The future of this disappointing nman went up in flanes!
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