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JUDAS . who ganbled and lost his sou
(LUKE 22: 3-5)

The account of the treachery of Judas Iscariot is the
nost tragic story in history. It is beyond conprehension
that a man who had occupi ed a position of trust and
friendship in the disciple band, should ultimately betray
his | eader. Many questions have been asked concerning
this pathetic episode; but one thing has becone evident.

It is that the conplete story of Judas is sunmed up in the
openi ng statenment of Luke 22 :4, "And he went his way."

It is indeed nost doubtful whether he ever went Christ's
way.

The Way of dory
"And Jesus ordai ned twelve, that they should be with
him and that he might send themforth to preach. Sinon
Janes . . - and Judas lIscariot" (Mark 3:14-19). The
f oreknow edge of God does not alter the responsibility of
man. Even al t hough Christ knew what woul d take pl ace,
Judas of his own volition deliberately betrayed the Master
To himthe call of Christ had been irresistible. It opened
vi stas of unprecedented possibilities. [If this new | eader
were to be the Messiah, then the kingdomwas at hand, and
every nman in the nati on woul d have wel comed a pl ace
at the side of his King. Eagerly anticipating the splendour
of a glorious future, Judas left his friends and foll owed the
Saviour. And there is reason to believe that he worked
as hard as anyone else in the days of preaching which
followed. This was indeed his own way, and it is easy to
i magi ne how fervently he proclai ned his nessage to al
and sundry.

The Way of Greed
Many years later, when the apostle John described the

criticisms made by Judas concerning Mary's gift of

ointnent, he wote, "Then saith one of his disciples, Judas
Iscariot, Sinon's son, which should betray him Wy was

not this ointnent sold for three hundred pence, and given to
the poor? This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but
because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what

was put therein” (John 12 :4-6). There had been tines

when the disciples had been puzzled by the shortage of

money. |t was inconceivable that one of their nunber
shoul d steal fromthe comon fund; and yet . . . ? Long
afterward they renmenbered, and understood. "Judas went
his way." It was the way of self-pleasing. Probably he

argued with hinself that his position as treasurer deserved
renmuneration. He therefore hel ped hinself to noney

which was not his. Utimtely it was this |Iove of gain
whi ch wrecked his soul. As the end of Christ's pilgrim
age approached, Judas becane increasingly suspicious that
somet hi ng had gone wong. The prom sed ki ngdom

seened to be receding; the Master had grown sad and

t houghtful; the enenmi es were beconing jubilant. Judas
noted all these things, and realized that Christ's way and
his own way were not parallel paths. Wen the Lord

failed to take advantage of the delirious welcone afforded
by the crowd as He rode into Jerusal em Judas knew t hat
tragedy | oormed on the horizon

The Way of Quilt
At an eastern feast, the offering of a sop by the host is
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recogni zed as a nmark of favour. Alnost the [ast thing
Jesus did for Judas was to offer friendship. Judas replied
with the traitor-kiss. Wen the betrayer felt the coins in
his hand, he smiled. They were better than nothing! Yes,
he was getting out while he was able! He went his own
way. Poor man! Wth renorse playing havoc with his
consci ence; with his coins rudely scattered over the floor
with his hopes and plans conpletely broken, a poor
tormented nan, he went out to conmit suicide. And of
his final destiny there can be no doubt. Jesus prayed and
said, ". . . those that thou gavest me | have kept, and none
of themis lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture
m ght be fulfilled" (John 17:12. Certain eminent teachers
have decl ared that Judas was Satan's imtation of the Son
of God. They have drawn attention to the fact that the
same title-" The son of perdition” is also used of the
antichrist (2 Thess. 2: 3). Mention has al so been nmade

of the fact that of Judas alone it is said ". . . from which
Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own

pl ace” (Acts 1:25). Here are great nysteries; but one

thing is certainly clear. Judas had staked his all; he was

a reckless ganbler. He | ost because he had not the ability
to see God's way was better than his own.
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