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JOSHUA ... and his prophetic synbolism
(JOSHUA 4: 3-20)

Joshua and Paul had much in conmon, and their discus-
sions concerning spiritual |ife would have delighted the hearts
of all Christians. They studied in the sane theol ogical
sem nary, only Joshua bel onged to an earlier generation of
students! Yet each in his own way wote a thesis on the
same subject, and both efforts gained a degree in heaven's
uni versity. Joshua bequeathed to us his treatise on spiritua
warfare, and Paul did Iikewi se. Either one could have witten
the other's book ; and apart froma few historical details, the
respective witings would have remai ned the sanme. Joshua
took his people through Jordan, and then led them into
Canaan. Paul spoke of identification with Christ in H's death,
and then expounded the secrets of spiritual triunphs in
heavenly places. The epistle to the Ephesians is the revised
versi on of the book of Joshual

Buried with Chri st

"And Joshua set up twelve stones in the mdst of Jordan

in the place where the feet of the priests which bare the ark
of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day"
(Josh. 4:9). Israel had been redeened from Egypt, and after
spendi ng | anent abl e years wandering in the wilderness, were
about to realize their deepest |ongings. Ahead |ay the pro-
msed land, with all its glorious possibilities. Yet the path
to victory was an ordered path. Certain ritual had to be
observed, for this experience was destined to instruct men in
all ages. Solemly, Joshua commanded his nen to [lift
twel ve stones fromthe bed of the river ; and when this had
been done, he took another twelve stones fromthe bank, and
deliberately set themup in the river-bed-probably in the
very holes fromwhich the first twelve had been taken. Then
with dignified tread he clinbed the bank, and turned to watch
the waters of the river covering the stones of witness. There
i s sonething strangely suggestive about all this, and we
remenber Paul's words, " Know ye not, that so many of us

as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
deat h? Therefore we are buried with himby baptisminto
death: that |like as Christ was raised up fromthe dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we al so should wal k in newness
of Iife. For if we have been planted together in the |ikeness
of his death, we shall be also in the |ikeness of his resurrec-
tion: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him
that the body of sin mght be destroyed, that henceforth we
shoul d not serve sin" (Rom 6: 3-7).

Rai sed with Chri st
Joshua commanded,

Take you hence out of the mdst of

Jordan . . . twelve stones, and ye shall carry themover with
you, and |leave themin the | odging place, where ye shall | odge
this night. . . . And the people cane up out of Jordan on
the tenth day of the first nonth . . . and those twel ve stones
.did Joshua pitch in Glgal " (vv. 3, 20). The sun shone
down on the rugged nenorial, and every onlooker renem

bered the identical erection in the Jordan. There, the sym
bols of the old Israel had been buried ; but here, at G gal
stood the enblens of the new Israel. The people had crossed
to Canaan, and wth God as their Leader, anything was
possi ble. Paul would have appreciated that scene, for in
after days, with simlar truths in his mnd, he wote "He
hath rai sed us up together, and made us sit together in
Page 1



JOSHUA ... and his prophetic synbolism
heavenly places in Christ Jesus " (Ephes. 2: 6). Al t hough
I srael had been brought safely from Egypt, their redenption
could not be perfected while they renained wandering in
the wil derness. Even so, a Christian nay rejoice in deliverance
fromthe bondage of sin, but while carnality keeps his feet in
paths of the self-life, the greatest features of God's provision
will be unrealized.

Ent hroned with Chri st
Led by their new captain (Josh. 5: 15) Israel narched

agai nst Jericho, and the prospects of a glorious future thrilled
their souls. Nothing but sin could interfere with their onward
march of triunph. W can alnobst hear Joshua borrow ng
the words of his New Testanment brother, and saying to Israel
"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might. Put on the whole anmour of God, that
ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For
we westle not against flesh and bl ood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
worl d, against spiritual w ckedness in high places " (Ephes.
6: 10-12).

Yet he who would conquer in Canaan, nust first die in
Jordan. The man who said, " | die daily " was able to say

also, " | can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth
me " (Phil. 4:13).
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