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For | know that ny redeener liveth, and that he shall stand at
the latter day upon the earth: and though after ny skin wornms
destroy this body, yet in nmy flesh shall | see God; Whom | shal
see for nyself and mne eves shall hehold, and not another
Though nmy reins be consumed within me (Job 19: 25A27).

The el eventh chapter of Hebrews is the Christian's Art Gallery
of Faith. The witer of this remarkable letter was evidently a Jew
who was wel | acquainted with the tabernacle and tenple ritual. He
was a dedicated Christian who saw in the ancient witings prom s-
es fulfilled in Christ. The letter was scholarly, illum nating, and
practical. He was aware of the skepticismthat prevail ed anong
Jews and endeavored to prove that without faith it is inpossible to
pl ease God. To support that conclusion, he conpiled a |list of
nati onal ancestors whose faith in Jehovah was outstanding. He
expl ai ned that although the patriots were limted in their know -
edge. they found happiness in believing. They had faith in God.
accepted H s prom ses, and courageously lived and died in the
confidence that the Lord was still on H s throne.

The author's list of celebrities was remarkable. He nentioned
Abel , Enoch, Noah. Abraham Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, Mses, and
others. Finally when he was running out of tine and space on his
manuscri pt, he said: "And what shall | nore say? For the tine
would fail me to tell of G deon, and of Barak, and of Sanmson, and
of Jepht hae; of David al so, and Sanuel, and of the prophets"

(Heb. 11:32). The list of inmportant people is trenendous, but this
aut hor at | east w shes another nane had been included. The witer
of this epistle never nentioned Job, who saw |ight at the end of a
| ong tunnel of darkness and gl oom That strange but inspiring man
had nore faith than many others. His vision of the future was

amazi ng; his words becane inmortal. Many biblical celebrities

Il eft nothing to posterity, but every Easter the words of the patri-

arch are heard around the world. "I know that ny Redeener Iiveth,
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth." That
statenent will never lose its charm

When the witer to the Hebrews sunmari zed the acconpli sh-
ments of the O d Testament believers, he said: "These all died in
faith, not having received the prom ses, but having seen them af ar
of f, and were persuaded of them and enbraced them and con-
fessed that they were strangers and pilgrinms on the earth" (Heb
11:13). A stranger is a person away fromhone: a pilgrimis one on
a journey to a bel oved place! "He [ Abrahan] | ooked for a city
whose buil der and nmaker was God" (Heb. 11:10). "For they that say
such things declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly. if
t hey had been ni ndful of that country from whence they cane out.
they m ght have had opportunity to have returned. But now they
desire a better country, that is. an heavenly: wherefore God is not
ashanmed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for thema
city" (Heb. 11:14A16). Abraham | ooked for a city built by God, but
the Lord not only built a city, He also prepared a country.

Unl i ke those wonderful people, Job apparently did not see ev-
eryt hing, but he understood sone things equally inportant. He
saw that the Redeener would cone to this world, and by the
mracle of redenption Job would see God. That would be a privi-
| ege never given to any other A d Testanent believer. Wen Mses
clinmbed Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandnents, he was
all owed to see God's back as Jehovah passed by, but Job under-
st ood and enphasi zed that with his own eves he woul d behol d the
Al mighty. That amazing man saw four wonderful facts.

He Saw the Wrth of a Soul... Remarkable
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My kinsfol k have failed, and ny fanmliar friends have for-

gotten ne. They that dwelt in nmine house, and ny naids,
count ne for a stranger: | aman alien in their sight. | called
my servant, and he gave ne no answer: | intreated himwth
my mouth. My breath is strange to my wife, though | intreat-
ed for the children's sake of mne own body. Yea, young
children despised ne; | arose, and they spake against ne. Al
my inward friends abhorred nme: and they whom| |oved are
turned against nme. My bone cleaveth to ny skin and to ny
flesh, and | am escaped with the skin of ny teeth. Have pity
upon me, have pity upon ne. 0 ye ny friends: for the hand of
CGod hath touched nme (Job 19: 14A21).

Job's physical condition was terrible to behold: nost nen in
his position would have wel conmed deat h. The once- proni nent
citizen had becone a feeble pauper. Hs famly and friends
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despi sed him Hi s appearance was appal ling, for he was nothing
but skin and bones, and his body was covered with boils and
carbuncles. It was difficult to lie on a bed. Doctors could not
alleviate his suffering, and no one could renove the pain from
his soul. His body enitted an of fensive odor. H's breath was
si ckening. and everybody believed it would be best if he died.
Nevert hel ess, one fact supplied confort. There was apparently
no hope of his recovery, but he |ooked into the future and saw a
Friend. Job said. "I know that ny redeener liveth." Hebrew | aw
permtted a kinsman to redeem any ensl aved rel ative, but redenp-
tion was not obligatory. If the slave were worthless, his famly
could be indifferent, and allow himto renmain in bondage. Boaz
could not redeem Ruth until another man refused to exercise his
prior claim A desire to redeemhad to be the conpelling circum
stance notivating action. It was significant that Job believed he was

still valuable in the sight of God, for otherwi se the Lord woul d not
be interested in redeem ng a usel ess slave. The poor man referred to
my redeener. He believed that God was still concerned about him

Even if he were a sick, friendless old nan, God could redeem hi m
for future service. Wien earthly friends could not or would not
hel p, the Alnmighty would respond to his need. That nessage should
provi de confort for desperate people everywhere.

Sonme oppressed soul s have been overwhel med by circum
stances beyond their control; others contributed to their own
downfal . But even when people are repul sive, God considers
themto be of nore value than the whol e world.

He Saw the Wirk of the Savior... Redenption

The exact period in which Job lived is unknown. but it mnust
be significant that he did not refer to his helper as "God." nor
did he nention "Jehovah." He said ny redeener, and that im
plied he was seeing light at the end of his tunnel of msery. Any
person wi shing to redeem soneone had to belong to the slave's
famly. The Redeener had to conme to the slave owner and pay
what ever was necessary. Later, in Jewish law he was required to
stand in the presence of elders, pay the price of redenption, and.
removi ng a shoe, throw it over his shoul der as evidence the
transacti on had been conpl et ed.

It would be informative if we knew how the patriarch | earned
such truth. Apparently there was not a prophet during Job's
lifetinme, and no tenple in which people could seek enlighten-
ment. Yet, in some nysterious nanner. Job di scovered amazi ng
truth. God, who lived in the sky. would becone human, cone to
earth, and pay whatever was necessary to redeema sinner. Wuld
it be correct to suggest that this man was the first hunan ever to
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possess such w sdon®? Long afterward the apostle Peter wote:
"Ye were not redeened with corruptible things. as silver and
gold . . . but with the precious blood of Christ. as of a lanmb
wi t hout bl em sh and w thout spot” (I Peter 1:18A19).

He Saw t he Wonder of Sal vation... Resurrection
And though ... worms destroy this body, yet in ny flesh
shall | see God (Job 19:26).

When Job uttered these words, he did not know God was about
to renove the infirmty and restore what had been lost. H s body
was a nmass of corruption. and there was no hope of recovery. It was
in the darkest hour of his life that Job said: "Though worns destroy
this body, yet in ny flesh shall | see God." Had he said: "Though
wor ns destroy this body. | shall see God," he woul d have expressed
the belief that sonmewhere beyond the grave his spirit would behold
the Almighty. When he said: In ny flesh, he inplied that in spite of
the continued deterioration of his health, the Redeener would sup-
ply a new body which would be incorruptible and imortal. Job
believed the Lord woul d stand upon the earth in the |atter day.
Possi bly he understood that God woul d be the Savior. Wrns de-
stroyed Job's first body, but nothing would disfigure, hurt, or defile
t hat new body in which he would live eternally. Paul and Job woul d
have enjoyed di scussing these facts, for Paul wote:

Behold | shew you a nystery; W shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed. In a nonent, in the tw nkling of an eye,
at the last trunp: for the trunpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For
this corruptible rmust put on incorruption, and this nortal nust
put on inmortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on
i ncorruption, and this nortal shall have put on inmortality,
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is witten, Death
is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory? (1 Cor. 15:51A55).

He Saw the Worship of a Saint... Recognition
Yet in ny flesh, shall | see God: whom| shall see for nyself.
and m ne eyes shall behold, and not another (Job 19:26A27).

And they shall see his face: and his name shall be in their
foreheads (Rev. 22:4).

Philip saith unto him Lord. shew us the Father and it sufficeth
us. Jesus saith unto him Have | been so long tine with you
and yet hast thou not known ne. Philip? he that hath seen ne
hat h seen the Father; and how sayest thou then. Shew us the
Fat her? Bel i evest thou not that | amin the Father, and the
Father in nme? the words that | speak unto you | speak not of
nyself: but the Father that dwelleth in ne. he doeth the works
(John 14: 8A10).

Man's relationship with the Al m ghty has al ways been nysti -
cal. God wal ked in the Garden of Eden because He desired
fell owship with Adam and Eve. Unfortunately they were ex-
pelled fromthe area. Later, when the cloud and fire hovered
over the tabernacle, |Israel knew Jehovah was in the vicinity.
Centuries later Jesus called and ordai ned disciples who never
understood how to enjoy fellowship with God. Philip expressed
t he thoughts of his coll eagues when he asked Jesus to reveal the
Fat her. The Lord's reply was clear and convincing: "Philip, if
you desire to see the Father, ook at Me. If you wish to hear Hi s
word, listen to me. | amthe Father wal ki ng anong you, talking
with you, and | oving you as any father would [ ove his children."
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Throughout the renmining part of their lives those nmen be-
lieved God had |ived anobng them and their greatest hope was
that soon they would see Hi m again. John described how Chri s-
tians, having reached their eternal home, would "see his face." He
al so wote how "the four and twenty elders fell down and wor -
shiped himthat |liveth for ever and ever" (Rev. 5:14).

Doubtl ess there will be things to do and nany places to visit
during the eternal ages, but of one thing there can be no doubt.
When the redeened church see the nailprints in the hands of the
Lord and realize that without Hi s | ove reachi ng heaven woul d
have been inpossible, they will fall at H s feet and worship.
Souls who die in faith will live eternally.
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