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Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there | will cause thee
to hear nmy words. (Jer. 18:2)

Dr. Frank Boreham whom | net in Australia, was a remarkable

author and a great friend, but above all else, he was a seerAa

vi sionaryAable to find a sernon anywhere. M chel angel o | ooked at a

di scarded bl ock of marble and saw i nprisoned within it an angel. Dr.
Boreham coul d | ook at a tree, see a tel ephone post, and then di scourse
on the mracle of conmunication. On the summt of Munt Hobart in
Tasmani a he talked to a snall spring bubbling out of the ground. "Little
Spring, fromwhence have you conme?" "Ah," canme the reply, "I have

arisen fromthe deep, deep nountain." "And where are you goi ng?"

"TSir, | amon ny way to the deep, deep sea." " TWiy?'' asked the
interrogator. "Sir, | cannot help nyself. | amgoing fromthe deep
nountain to the deep sea, because "deep calleth unto deep."' The

scholarly author, then in his ininitable nanner, discoursed on the
anazi ng grace of God, which calls fromthe divine heart to the depth
of a sinner's soul. The revered doctor was uni que, a genius. He would
have enjoyed fellowship with Jerem ah, who al so found sernons in
unusual pl aces.

The Gracious Purpose ... Deciding

"Then | went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wought a
work on the wheels" (Jer. 18:3). Perhaps it is to be regretted that npdem
technol ogy has revol utioni zed the pottery industry. Wat once was a
work of art has been spoiled by a nass production of clay articles. \Wat
once took patience and time to conplete, is now made in nonents at a
m ni mum of the original cost. Not too long ago visitors to the Mddle
East were able to watch as potters displayed the craft of their ancestors.
A sinmple shed was erected close to the area where the special clay was
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found; and there the workman sat at a contraption that had wheels, discs,
wat er, and the pedal s by which the nmachi ne was operated. It was a
fascinating sight to watch the man as he nolded the clay into a pliable

ball, and then placing it on the spinning disc, gently pressed with his
fingers until a desired object appeared. QOccasionally, the substance was
unr esponsi ve, and the man abruptly squeezed the clay into a ball, and

commenced hi s procedure again.
Dr. Thonmson descri bed what he saw in Pal esti ne:

There was a potter sitting at his frane and turning the wheel with

his foot. He had a heap of the prepared clay near him and a pan

of water at his side. Taking a lunp in his hand, he placed it on

the top of his wheel (which revolved horizontally) and snoot hed

it into a low cone, like the upper end of a sugar |oaf. Then, thrust-

ing his thunbs into the top of it, he opened a hol e down through

the center, and this he constantly w dened by pressing the sides

of the revolving cone with his hands. As it enlarged and becane

thinner, he gave it whatever shape he pleased with the utnost ease

and expedition. Wien Jereni ah was wat ching the potter, the ves-

sel was marred in his hand and he nmade it again; another vesse

as seened good to the potter to make it. | had to wait a long tine

for that to happen, but it happened at |ast. From sone defect in

the clay, or because he had taken too little, the potter suddenly

changed his mnd, crushed his growing jar into a shapel ess mass

of mud, and begi nning anew, fashioned it into a totally different
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vessel. (W M Thonson, The Land and the Book [London: Tho-
mas Nel son and Sons, 1910], 518)

Jerem ah stood beside the potter and watched as the nan |ifted the
clay. The slimy nmud was not only unattractive, it was hel pless. Yet the
potter saw not what it was, but what it could becone. That which
appeared to be usel ess could be transforned into an object of beauty.

As the prophet watched he heard God speaking: "0 house of Israel

cannot | do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay
isin the potter's hand, so are ye in nmine hand, 0 house of Israel" (Jer
18:6). It is wise to renenber that people cone into the world with
nothing; they will take nothing out. It should be a source of gratitude
that God, who is the Master Potter, can |lift people fromtheir mnediocre
surroundi ngs and make theminto treasures to adom cel esti al pal aces:

"He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the

99
dunghill; That he may set himwith princes, even with the princes of
his people” (Ps. 113:7A8).

Moses was specially trained for his | eadership of Israel. Over a period

of forty years he learned nmilitary strategy in Egypt; in the w | derness
as a shepherd he | earned the value of patience. Wthout such
experiences, he could not have succeeded in his task of |eading Israe
anong hostile nations toward the Prom sed Land. Mbyses becane what

God neant himto be. Could the sane be said of us?

The Grievous Problem ... Disappointing

"And the vessel that he made of clay was nmarred in the hand of
the potter” (Jer. 18:4). Sonething was wong; the displeasure on the
face of the workman was clearly visible. Jereni ah watched intently.

The potter was exam ning the clay; evidently a gritty substance was
resisting the pressure of his fingers. Small |unps and indentations
were spoiling the appearance of the new creation. The vessel could
not be conpl eted when the clay was unresponsive. The potter was
wasting his tinme. Suddenly the man crushed the clay within his hands
until it becane once again a shapel ess ness. Jerem ah stirred uneasily.
Then he heard the whisper of the Lord: "0 house of Israel, cannot |
do with you as this potter?" The prophet knew God woul d not be
satisfied with inperfection; weaknesses within the human clay were
thwarting H s purposes. Jehovah was apparently wasting tine trying
to do the inpossible. The prophet frowned; the future of his people
was being threatened. Would God crush |srael? Jereniah seened to

be as a statueAcold, solem, and breathless. Had Jehovah run out of
pati ence?

Paul woul d have synpat hi zed with the ancient prophet, for he also
was aware of the folly of his nation. Witing to the Christians in Roneg,
the apostle said, "I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, ny conscience al so
bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, That | have great heavi ness and
continual sorrowin ny heart. For | could wi sh that nyself were
accursed from Christ for nmy brethren, ny kinsmen according to the
flesh" (Rom 9:1A3). Both Jerem ah and Paul were afraid their brethren
woul d be rejected by the Lord.

When Dani el spoke to the king of Babylon, he said, "The God in
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not
glorified" (Dan. 5:23b). "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God" (Heb. 10:31).
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The d orious Patience... Deciding
"So he nade it again another vessel, as seened good to the potter
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to make it" (Jer. 18:4b, enphasis mine). Jereniah breathed an intense
sigh of relief; there was still hope for his decadent brethren. The potter
detected and renoved the hindering substances and began again the
task of transform ng the unattractive clay into an object to be admred.
Slowy his thunbs were inserted into the spinning clay, and as the
prophet watched, the skillful artisan's second attenpt began to succeed.
The potter smiled. He night have thrown away the unyiel ding clay,
but that woul d have been an adm ssion of defeat. He had spent rnuch
time on the marred vessel; it could not be abandoned while there was
hope of conpleting his task. It was worth a second chance!

Si mon Peter woul d appl aud that decision. Wen the Savior heard
the disciple' s vehenment denials, and heard the crow of the cockerel
He | ooked at the disappointing follower wth enduring conmpassion
Subsequent actions proved He was attenpting to restore His guilty
di sci pl e.

John Mark, who wote the second Cospel, would have found
consolation in Jereniah's testinony. The young enthusiast had left his
col | eagues on the first missionary journey nmade by Paul and Barnabas
(see Acts 13:13) and |ater was probably bl amed when the two | eaders
quarrell ed over his reinstatement (see Acts 15:37A41). He had failed
in his duty, ruined a teamof Christian workers, disappointed his church
and nother, and, probably in his own estination was the chief of
sinners. Yet later, even Paul recognized the boy was only a piece of
clay that the Master Potter refused to abandon. The Lord made him
i nto anot her vessel through which the word of God reached the entire
wor | d.

The illustration could be increased a thousand tines, for al
Christians are aware of failures that tenmporarily ruined their Christian
efforts. Broken vows, noral |apses, unconpleted assignnents, and
deadly apathy at one tinme or another have assailed every nenber of
the fanmly of God. Had not God "made us agai n" we shoul d have been
overwhel med by despair.

The Great Pleasure ... Delighting

The first phase of the work had been conpl eted; both the potter and
the prophet were smling. The workman with his special tools pressed
an attractive pattern into the pliable clay, and it only renmained to place
the article into the kiln. The heat would harden the clay and nmeke it
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durable and ready for service. It mght carry water fromthe well or
contain food for hungry people. Perhaps in special circunmstances it
woul d hold flowers to delight viewers. It nmight not be worth a great
anmount of noney, but its useful ness would guarantee a place in a hone.
Fulfilling a mssion, it would becone dirty, but I|oving hands woul d
restore its attractiveness. Today, archaeol ogists dig on many ancient
sites and even broken pieces of pottery are considered to be treasures
that link the ancient and nodern worl ds.

Armong ny possessions is a broken pot that an Israeli friend lifted
fromthe sea close to the site of ancient Caesarea. It is only a piece of
ordinary pottery, but it is a window through which | see people who
lived thousands of years ago. It tells of careful hands that nmade a relic,
an enduring part of a civilization soon to disappear. There is also a gl ass
vase that a young lady gave to the | eader of a party of tourists to which
| bel onged. Evidently, desiring to please the American and perhaps earn
a monetary gift, she presented himwi th the artifact froma nearby
archaeol ogical site. It nmight even have been stolen, for many of the
| ocal boys after dark make their own discoveries. My friend accepted
the gift, but after the donor's departure, said, "Wio wants this?"
quickly replied, "I do," and that gl ass vase is anobng ny precious
collectibles. Age has greatly increased its value. If the maker could have
foreseen the future, he woul d have been astoni shed.
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Wth great care the Master Potter made us for H's glory. Hi s greatest
joy in eternity will be the realization that He did not waste His tine!
When millions of redeened people sing "Worthy is the Lamb who was
slain to redeemus by H's blood," even the Savior will rejoice that He
made us agai n when we were unworthy of attention

Have Thi ne own way Lord; Have Thi ne own way;
Hold o' 'er nmy spirit absol ute sway.

Fill with Thy Spirit, "Till all shall see
Christ only, always, living in ne.

AA. A. Pollard
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