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JEHOSHAPHAT ... who was known by his prayer
(2 CHRONICLES 18: 31)

Superb nmagni fi cence overshadowed the scene. King Ahab

of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah were seated upon
their thrones, and a vast crowd of people were keenly
excited, for a matter of great inport was about to be deci ded.
Intent on going to war against Syria, Ahab desperately needed
Judah's help ; but Jehoshaphat seened reluctant to cooperate.
The enterprise was extrenely hazardous, and it was not at

all certain that the project was according to the mind of

God. Specul ation, mistrust, and doubt clouded the eyes of

the royal guest. It was true that many prophets were pronis-
ing victory, but they were Ahab's " yes nmen." The cheering
crowds, the excited orators, the coaxi ng Ahab were unim
pressive, and finally Jehoshaphat said, " Is there not here

a prophet of the Lord besides, that we may enquire of hin®
And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet

one nman, by whom we nay enquire of the Lord: but | hate

him for he never prophesied good unto nme, but always

evil: the sane is Mcaiah the son of Ima " (2 Chron. 18: 6-8).

The Man who was Sure

"And when Micaiah was conme to the king, the king said

unto him Micaiah, shall we go to Ranpth-gilead to battle,

or shall | forbear?" (v. 14). And as the prophet replied, the
wat chf ul eyes of Jehoshaphat were focused upon his face.

The answer was both om nous and certain, and although its
delivery resulted in the preacher's inprisonment, at |east the
ki ng of Judah had received his gui dance. He was certain

that the venture would end in disaster; that all who went
forth to neet the eneny would be wutterly vanqui shed.
Ahab's chin betrayed the stubbornness of his heart, however,

and the crowds encouraged his folly. The fal se prophets
were dancing with glee. Victory seenmed assured, and fal se
enthusiasminpaired their better judgnent. The cheering
nobs, the shining eyes, and the shouts of excited people
failed to cheer the doubtful Jehoshaphat. Everything was
wWr ong. No battle could be won when a prophet was in

pri son!

The Man who was Scared

"So the king of |srael and Jehosbaphat the king of Judah
went up to Ranoth-gilead. And the king of Israel said unto
Jehoshaphat, | will disguise nyself, and will go to the battle
but put thou on thy robes. So the king of Israel disguised
hinself ; and they went to the battle " (vv. 28, 29). Wy did
the king of Judah go to the battle when he had al ready ascer-
tained that it would be unwise to do so? There can only

be one answer-he was afraid. It is truly significant that this
valiant warrior preferred to fight against an arny than to
stand agai nst the criticisns of nmen. Ahab was brave and
resourceful. He would go al one, and the nation would know
that Jehoshaphat had turned back in an hour of danger
And Jehoshaphat trenbled. Only a forthright declaration
of his allegiance to God would help him He could dermand
the liberation of the preacher, but would that hel p? Micaiah
woul d repeat his om nous prediction. The situation dermanded

a royal prophet, but, alas, Jehoshaphat had | ost his voice-
and his vision-and his courage. The ancient scene rem nds

us that it takes far nore courage to be Christian than to be
a warrior on the field of battle. Sonetimes tongues are
shar per than swords!
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The Man who was Saved

"And it cane to pass, when the captains of the chariots
saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, It is the king of Israel
Theref ore they conpassed about himto fight: but Jehosha-
phat cried out, and the Lord hel ped him and God noved
themto depart fromhim For it cane to pass, that, when the
captains of the chariots perceived that it was not the king
of Israel, they turned back again from pursuing him" Even
heat hen peopl e recogni zed a man who prayed, and Ahab was
not of that category. Three vital thoughts are expressed in
this gripping story. (i) A great danger. Inexcusable folly
had placed the king in a position of extrenme danger. Al one,
and conparatively hel pl ess, he was henmed in by vicious
heat hen who woul d not hesitate to take his life. (i) A
grievous distress. " . but Jehoshaphat cried out.” His
prayer was heard i medi ately, yet it would have been better
had he prayed earlier! (iii) A glorious deliverance. " . . .
the Lord helped him . . . And Jehoshaphat the king of
Judah returned to his house in peace to Jerusalem” (2 Chron
19: 1). Surely he was a wiser man. A fence on the top of a
cliff is better than an anbul ance at the bottom It is better
to pray for guidance before a calamty, than to ask for help
after it.

and
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