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(2 CHRONI CLES 24: 15-25)

This is the strange account of two funerals, and a nore
suggestive story was never told. Wthin six nonths of each
other, two bodies were carried to their last earthly resting
pl ace ; but casual onl ookers would have been quite sure that
the undertakers had ruined the funeral arrangenents. In the
first place, a hunble priest was lifted fromhis unpretentious
dwel l'ing, and carried through crowded streets to be buried
in the royal burial ground. " And they buried himin the city
of David anpbng the kings, because he had done good in
I srael, both toward God, and toward his house (v. 16). Later
that year another funeral |eft the royal palace, but this tine
the streets were enpty except for a few norbid sightseers.

The ki ng had been brutally nurdered, but everyone was gl ad.
"They buried himin the city of David, but not in the sepul-
chres of the kings " (2 Chron. 21:20). In common with one of
his predecessors, "he departed wi thout being desired." This
suggests a story, for here we have an exanple of the New
Testanent text, "The last shall be first, and the first last."

A Star Appearing

Agai nst the sonber background of Israel's history, the

com ng of Joash seened |ike the appearance of a new conet

in the constellations of God. A strong-willed wonman had
ruthl essly planned the annihilation of the royal fanmly, and
only the fortitude of a brave priest had prevented the com
pl ete success of her schem ngs. A boy prince had been
snmuggled into the tenple, and carefully guarded agai nst the
day of his coronation. The priest had been father, coun-
sellor, guardian, and tutor to his young charge. "

Jehoash did that which was right in the sight of the Lord al
hi s days wherein Jehoi ada the priest instructed him But-"
(2 Kings 12: 2, 3). Wen the faithful in Israel were begin-
ning to despair, this dauntless prince ascended the throne of
David, and imediately instituted reforns destined to trans-
forma nation. Surely, the old priest was intensely proud

of his royal schol ar

A Star Shining

" And Jehoi ada made a covenant between the Lord and
the king and the people, that they should be the Lord's
peopl e; between the king also and the people. And all the
peopl e of the land went into the house of Baal, and brake

it down" (2 Kings 11 : 17, 18). And fromthat day a new

happi ness cane to the hearts of Israel ; the influence of the
sanctuary reached every part of the nation, and the CGod-
fearing king shone brilliantly in the national sky. Extensive
repairs were carried out within the danaged tenple, and the
resurgence of spiritual life thrilled the heart of God. But-

A Star Slipping
It is tragic to see a wounded eagle, with its w ngs spread
hel pl essly on the ground ; it is even nore tragic to see one
of God's instrunments falling into sin and shane. Wen the
aged priest died, the king began to ignore the word of Cod.
Then the princes made obei sance before him and the increas-
ing popularity turned his head. When the Lord sent nes-
sengers to warn the sinful |eaders, they refused to listen
" And the Spirit of the Lord cane upon Zechariah the son of
Jehoi ada the priest,"” who stood before the people and warned
t hem of coning judgment. The king, who had once been a
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foster-brother to this young man, |istened and secretly issued
orders for his execution. "And the peopl e conspired agai nst
Zechariah, and stoned himwi th stones at the comandnent
of the king in the court of the house of the Lord. Thus Joash
the king remenbered not the kindness which Jehoi ada his
father had done to him but slew his son. And when
Zechariah died, he said, The Lord |ook upon it, and require
it."

A Star Crashing

Wien the new friends gathered around the king, their

| aughter nade the utterances of the priest seem anci ent and
stupid. He shared their sinful gaiety. Yet it would have been
better had a nillstone been hanged about his neck, and he

cast into the depths of the sea, rather than that he should
fall into the hands of the living od. Wthin the brief space
of six nonths avengers crept into the royal bedroom and
cal l ously murdered him The assassinati on probably delighted
the nation. Joash had not only lost his friends, his possessions,
hi s honor, and the respect of the nation-he had |ost his

soul. In the Great Assize he will be w thout excuse, for he
had " known the Scriptures fromhis youth up.”
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