HEZEKI AH ... who nade the dust fly

HEZEKI AH ... who made the dust fly
(2 CHRONICLES 29:3-5)
The tenple was <closed; its only occupants were spiders,
nosquitos, and probably a few cockroaches. They wer e
having a field day! King Ahaz had ". . . shut up the doors

of the house of the Lord, and nade himaltars in every corner
of Jerusalenmt (2 Chron. 28:24). The faithful saints in
| srael either worshipped at home or in sone secluded place
in the nountains. And then Hezekiah cane to the throne.

Spring-Cleaning in the House of God-2 Chronicles 29:5

" And Hezeki ah said unto the priests, Here nme, ye Levites,
sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify now the house of the
Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out
of the holy place. For our fathers have trespassed. A
Wthin a matter of hours fromthe tine of the king' s edict,
the spiders were running for their |I|ives, and cobwebs were
bei ng destroyed by the score. Neglect had given birth to dirt,
and since God would never dwell in a filthy shrine, it becane
necessary for Hezekiah to cleanse the sacred house. Finally
the cleaners said, " Morreover all the vessels, which King
Ahaz in his reign did cast away in his transgression, have
we prepared and sanctified, and, behold, they are before the
altar of the Lord." It is worthy of consideration that in this
ancient cleansing of the tenple, <certain things had to be
renmoved, whilst others had to be reclaimed. Defilenment had
to be bani shed; holiness had to be restored. Mny years later
Paul declared, " Know ye not that ye are the tenple of Cod,
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth inyou? . . . the tenple
of God is holy, which temple ye are " (I Cor. 3:16, 17).
When a man begins to backslide, the sacred things of the
Spirit begin to disappear fromhis life. Restoration can never
be conplete until all these priceless jewels are restored to
their place before the altar of Cod.

Sacrificing in the House of God-2 Chronicles 29:20-24
" And the priests went into the inner part of the house of

the Lord, to cleanse it, and brought out all the uncleanness

which they found in the tenple of the Lord into the court

of the house of the Lord. And the Levites took it, to carry

it out abroad into the brook Kidron " (v. 16). They dropped

their rubbish into the brook, and the waters bore it away.

Many years |ater, another Priest stood near the banks of the

same little stream He <carried filthiness which He had
gathered in many tenples; but by the tine H's plans were
conpleted, the entire burden-the sin of t he whol e wor | d-
was swept into oblivion (John 18: 1; | John 2: 2). "Then
Hezeki ah the king rose early ...... All true saints are anxious
to proceed with the task; procrastination is abhorred. First,
the blood of the sin offering for penitence; then the blood of
the burnt-offering for praise was placed upon the altar, and
the way was open for God to visit H's people. And although

many centuries have since elapsed, t hese basi c princi pl es
remai n unchanged. God is anxious to fill wus wth Hs Holy
Spirit; but alas, we do not rise early to go into the tenple.
W only enter when our eyes are too tired, and the Ilight is

too dimto see the spiders!

Singing in the House of God-2 Chronicles 29: 27-30
" And Hezeki ah comranded to of fer t he burnt-of fering
upon the altar. And when the burnt-offering began, the song
of the Lord began also with the trunpets, and with the instrunments
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ordained by David King of Israel. And all the congregation
wor shi pped, and the singers sang, and the trunpeters sounded

. and the Kking and all that were present

with him bowed thenselves and worshipped . . . and t hey
sang praises wth gladness.” Three vital facts sum up the
story. (i) A sincere r epent ance. These peopl e recogni zed

that they had sinned against God. Blessed by the mnistry
of the law and the prophets, they had nevertheless strayed
fromthe path of righteousness. Their tenple was filthy; their
relationships with God strained. They confessed their sin,
and brought offerings. (ii) A sincere re-dedi cati on. They
earnestly desired to regain their lost comunion, and to walk
again in the paths of blessedness. They bowed hunbly before
the altar, and were accepted. (iii) A triunmphant rejoicing
Soon the tenple was crowded wth devout wor shi ppers; t he
hearts and hones of |Israel becane radiant, and the nation
began to lift up its head. The recurring songs of Zi on broadcast
the fact that "The Lord, he is God."

Cl eanse nme fromnmy sin, Lord,

Put Thy power wthin, Lord,

Take me as | am Lord,

And meke ne all Thine own:

Keep ne day by day, Lord,

Underneath Thy sway, Lord;

Make nmy heart Thy pal ace,

And Thy royal throne.

"l Stole your Pig"

One of the nost stirring chapters in the history of overseas
mssions is now being witten in the Central Hi ghlands of
New GQuinea. The threat of eneny invasion made it necessary
for the Australian Governnent to send troops to offset this
threat, and it was this expeditionary force which took the
Australian Baptist chaplains, for the first tine, into " the
land that time forgot." Hi dden anong the towering hills
of this strange land, tribes of natives were found who were
not known even to exist. They were prinitive Stone Age
people, who still fought wth bows and poisoned arrows.
Wien the padres returned to their honeland they carried the
new chal | enge, and as a result of their indomtable efforts the
Baptist Church in Australia established a new nission field.

The work was exceedingly difficult; the [|anguage presented
probl ems of considerable nagnitude. Yet the work advanced
fromthe sinplest of beginnings, and eventually the base
station and a few out-stations were proclainmng the glad news
of the CGospel. Sonetines it was difficult to assess the rea
progress of the -endeavor, for wthout adequate know edge
of that particular native tongue it was difficult to ascertain
whet her or not the people understood. The first requests for
bapti sm were deliberately side-stepped, lest a too prenmature
confession of faith from fornmer heat hen shoul d react
unfavorably on the work. However, there cane a tinme when
the baptismal service could no Ilonger be postponed, and
arrangenents were nade for seven to confess their faith in
Christ. By the tine the awaited day arrived, this nunber had
increased to forty-seven; and before that day was over,
amazing things had taken place wthin the Baiyer Ri ver
Val | ey.

The native people spontaneously net in a holy assenbly,
for many of themfelt conpelled to reveal hidden sins. They
had not been instructed to do this; but as their desire to
beconme Christians deepened, their consciousness of sin sinmlarly
i ncreased. Wen they net together, one nan confessed
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he had secretly stolen a pig from a neighbor; he paid his
debt by returning another pig. Ohers confessed they had
defrauded people in one way or another, and the debt was
paid in cash or kind. And as the power of God fell upon that
dusky assenbly, tears comenced to roll on many faces.
Cbvi ously the deepest heart-searching ever to reach the tribes
was produci ng phenonenal effects. The nmnissionaries calmy
wat ched and thanked God. Then cane the request from the
peopl e, that others not yet prepared for baptism should be
permtted to form a procession and walk to the baptismal
pool, in order to confess to the thousands of onlookers that
they also wished to becone Christians. This permnission was
granted, but even the nissionaries were anmazed when one

t housand nmen and wonren lined up to march solemmly to the
riverside. It was wonderful; it was thrilling; it was the work
of Cod.

During the nonths which followed the nmenor abl e day,
the work increased in strength; and eventually native churches
were forned, and native pastors appointed. The initial vision
of the wartine padres had becone a reality; Christ had cone
to the Baiyer River districts, and the light of the glorious
Cospel was shining brightly where once the dar kness of
heat heni sm had prevailed. Yet as in retrospect the Baptists
of Australia reviewthe entire project, it is manifest that the
turning point from hard struggle to glorious achi evenent
came, when on their own initiative, nmen and wonen turned
fromtheir evil ways, to clean their lives, and transform their
souls into sanctuaries. The work in New GQinea has grown
al nrost beyond recognition, and today people who not so very
long ago were still ~cannibals, are turning t owar d t he
Christian faith. |In the nost unlikely places on earth, churches
are being established, and the fair Name of the Saviour is
being glorified.

Is it too much to believe that simlar things could happen
in the Western world if our <church followed the pattern of
the native peoples of New QGuinea? |Is there a danger that
our nodern sophistication has filled us wth a false pride;
that to weep over our sin would be detrinmental to our social
standing; that to confess our coldness of heart m ght underni ne
our influence in high circles of society? Jesus said,

" If any man thirst, let himconme unto ne, and drink

and out of his inner man shall flow rivers of |living water."
Every Christian could be a channel, to carry the Iife-giving
flowto needy people. Alas, so often, and so easily, the
channel s are bl ocked by sin. W all pray for revival; but the

key to its conming rests, not with God, but wth the people
God is waiting to use.
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