HAGGAI ... the prophet with a punch
HAGGAI ... the prophet with a punch
(HAGGAI 1: 6)

The m nor prophets were nmen who believed in short ser-
nmons ; they did not waste words. Undoubtedly they were
rai sed up to neet specific needs. They were called of Cod
to minister at a certain tinme in a certain way, and once their
task was performed they di sappeared fromthe scene.
Haggai was one of these nen, and we cannot read his nessage
w t hout wi shing there were nore of it. His words were vital
gri ppi ng, and soneti nes scathing. He knew how to preach ;
he was a prophet with a punch! H s appearance was npst
providential, for the city of God was in ruins. Sel fi shness
dom nated the hearts of the nation ; and as |long as the people
enjoyed the confort of their own honmes, the tenple was
forgotten.

A Bag with Hol es

" Then cane the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet,
saying, Is it tinme for you, 0 ye, to dwell in your ceil ed houses,
and this house lie waste? Now, therefore, thus saith the

Lord of hosts Consider your ways. Ye have sown ruch, and

bring inlittle ye eat, but ye have not enough ; ye drink, but
ye are not filled with drink ; ye clothe you, but there is nor f-'
warm ; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put .,t

into a bag with holes. . . . Consider your ways " (1 : 3-7). It
woul d not be difficult to imagi ne the prophet giving Israel an
object Iesson with an old bag. His coins fell to the ground,
and the folly of his action increased the effectiveness of his
preachi ng. And after each forceful point in his nessage, the
prophet pointed to the wecked house of God. No nan can

be truly prosperous when H's sanctuary is neglected. No

person can be suprenely happy when the nusic of his sou

is silent. Haggali continued, " Wiwo is |eft anong you that

saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now?
is it not in your eyes in conparison of it as nothing" (2: 3).
The prophet's questions reached the hearts of the hearers,

and the people were hunbl ed before God.

A Building with Holiness

Wthin seven weeks (Haggai 1 : 1-2: 1) the Spirit of the

Lord conpletely changed the outl ook of the self-satisfied

nati on, and the prophet was able to encourage the repentant
people. "The silver is nmne, and the gold is mne, saith the
Lord of hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be greater
than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts ; and in this place

will | give peace . . . " (2: 8, 9). And as the work of recon-
struction proceeded, the prophet watched and waited, and
finally, "In the four and twentieth day of the ninth nonth,

in the second year of Darius, cane the word of the Lord by

Haggai the prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts ;

Ask now the priests concerning the law. . . " (2: 10, I 1). This

i nspired speaker excelled in the noble art of painting word

pictures. His bag with holes was foll owed by his building of

hol i ness. He had very definite ideas concerning the path to

prosperity and happi ness. God's hand had been against H's

peopl e because their sin had offended Hm He said, " |

snote you with blasting and with mldew and with hail in

all the labours of your hands ; yet ye turned not to ne, said

the Lord " (2: 17). " Wiomthe Lord loveth he chasteneth,"”

and this fact had been very evident in the divine dealings with

I srael . Haggai seened to be saying, " Seek ye first the king-

dom of God, and his righteousness ; and all these things shal
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be added unto you " (Matt 6: 33).

A Benedi ction w th Hope

" Consider now fromthis day and upward ... fromthe day

that the foundation of the Lord's house was laid, consider it

. .fromthis day will | bless you " (2: 18, 19). The prom ses
given to Israel were far-reaching and assuring. No weapon
formed agai nst them shoul d prosper. God woul d destroy

t he ki ngdons of the heathen, and overthrow every opponent

of Israel. The sanctuary should be the guiding star in Israel's
destiny, and beneath its shadow, every man shoul d dwel |
safely. " In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will | take
thee, 0 Zerubbabel, ny servant ... and will nmake thee as a
signet: for | have chosen thee, saith the Lord" (2: 22, 23).
Thus woul d the holes be repaired in the bag of Israel's
fortunes ; thus would happiness return to the hearts of the
peopl e. Haggai was a nman with a nessage. He knew how

to hit hard-very hard. He knew al so how to encourage
repentant souls, and lead themto greater heights of spiritua
endeavour. What was the secret of his success? " . . . the
word of the Lord came to him" Haggai never preached

until he was certain of his nessage. He Iit his torch at the
altar of God, and went forth as a flame of fire. Alas, others
were like glowwormnms-their Iights di sappeared in face of
danger.
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