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"But Sinon's wife s nother lay sick of a fever And he [Jesus]
canme and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and i nmediately the
fever left her, and she mnistered unto thent (Mark 1:30A31).
One day when people traveled widely by stagecoach, a man
went to purchase a ticket. He was asked if he wi shed to travel by
first, second, or third class. He | ooked at the coach to ascertain that
all the seats were identical and decided to travel third-class. As the
coach rolled along the dusty road, he rejoiced over the way he had
saved nmoney. Ot her people who had paid nore were no better off
than he. As they approached a steep hill the horses decreased their
speed, and the coach cane to a halt. The driver junped down from
his seat, opened the door, and said, "First class passengers, keep
your seats; second class passengers, get out and walk; third class
passengers, get behind and push!"
There are nany hills along the road of Iife, and the church needs
nmenbers who will "get behind and push." Many people see the
bl ue skies of prom se and appreciate the scenery, but unfortunately
they never use their nmuscles. They are content to let their fell ow
passengers "get up, get out, and push!"™ Wthout the dedicated ef-
forts of energetic Christians, the church "coach" woul d never nove.
It is interesting to consider the enphasis which the New Test anent
pl aced on the hands and arns of people healed by the Savior, If the
eyes spoke of enlightenment and the feet as the nmeans of wal ki ng
wi th God, the hands suggested the service which mght have been
rendered to the Lord. Three notable exanples invite investigation

The Man Who Did Not Work (Luke 6:6)
"And it came to pass al so on anot her sabbath, that he entered into

t he synagogue and taught: and there was a man whose ri ght hand

was W thered." The author of the third Gospel was Luke, the be-

| oved physician, and throughout his witings are evidences of au-

thorship. As a doctor accustoned to nmaki ng notes about his patients,

he often included details which seenmed insignificant. Here, he stat-

ed the man's problemwas in his right hand. Webster's Dictionary

descri bes palsy as "paralysis in any part of the body, sonetines

acconmpani ed by involuntary trenors . . . a shaking palsy, a chronic
degenerative di sease of the central nervous system characterized by
trenors, nuscular rigidity, weakness and a masklike expression." It
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is inmportant to renenber the afflicted nman did not go to the syna-
gogue to neet the Savior; he was already present when Jesus ar-
rived. Probably he was known to nost of the congregation. At first
hi s uncontrol |l able novenents and his twitching arms and | egs dis-
turbed the proceedi ngs and annoyed the listeners. The Phari sees
saw the fellow and wondered if he could be used in their efforts to
humiliate the Lord. It is not known whether the afflicted man was
cogni zant of their schenme. His presence in the synagogue suggested
three questions: (1) Was he there to worship Jehovah who apparent-
ly had permtted his msfortune? (2) Did he attend, hoping his af-
fiction would arouse synpathy and produce charitable gifts? (3)

Did the critics of Christ arrange his attendance so that he could be
used in their questioning of Jesus?

It mght be inpossible to discern the true reason for the man's
presence that day. but the Scriptures explain that his right hand was
conpl etely usel ess. He could see and understand, wal k and ap-
proach the synagogue, sing and appreciate the psal ns, but he was
unabl e to use his right hand! He rermai ned notionl ess while others
did what needed to be done. It was an electrifying noment when
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Jesus said. "Stretch forth thine hand." Luke records "And he did so:
and his hand was restored whole as the other"” (Luke 6:10). The
amazing miracle opened a door of unprecedented opportunity. Gat-
i tude was expected, thanks were necessary, and service of varying
ki nds becanme possible. Unfortunately, none of these were nen-
tioned by Luke. The man with the restored hand di sappeared into
oblivion. Wen in |ater days he used his hand, he served hinself
and not Christ. It was never recorded that he becane a disciple of
Jesus; he was content doing nothing! If he considered his attitude,
he probably excused hinmself, not desiring to becone involved in
anyt hing controversial. He would al ways be grateful to Jesus of
Nazareth, but there were other nen who were nore capable in
serving the itinerant Preacher. In one way or another he had paid for
his transportation to heavenAl et others get Qut and push!

The Mercenary Wio Did Not Worship (Acts 3:2A8)

"And a certain nman lanme fromhis nother's wonb was carri ed,
whomthey laid daily at the gate of the tenple which is called
Beautiful, to ask alnms of themthat entered into the tenple; who
seei ng Peter and John about to go into the tenple, asked an al ns.
Then Peter said, Silver and gold have | none; but such as |I have
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give | thee: In the nane of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
wal k. And he took himby the right hand, and lifted himup: and

i medi ately his feet and ankl e bones received strength. And he

| eapi ng up stood, and wal ked, and entered with theminto the tem
pl e, wal ki ng, and | eapi ng, and praising God."

That beggar was probably one of the shrewdest men nenti oned
in the New Testanment. Hi s eyes were specul ative, and he was a
gifted actor. The place of his enploynent reveal ed he was a very
astute operator. Al beggars were not poor; some were wealthy
because they appeared to be inpoverished. To obtain a nore inti-
mat e know edge of the man who net Peter and John, it is necessary
to consider certain facts. The beggar was over forty years of age
(see Acts 4:22), and since even the children beg for noney in the
countries of the Mddle East, this nan had begged for the greater
part of his life and was experienced in his profession. H s facial
expressions could influence even the nost cyni cal observers. He
could be pathetic or pleasant as occasi on demanded.

The fellow could have solicited aid anywhere in Jerusal em but
he chose to operate at the gate of the tenple. The reasons for his
actions were obvious. Wthin the tenple precincts were many at-
tractions, and many of the visitors entered at the gate called Beauti -
ful. Crowmds of people were either entering or |eaving, and the shrewd
beggar realized worshi pers woul d probably be generous. Every nom
ing he arrived early, and he never departed until the gates cl osed.
That was his daily occupation and counting noney his greatest
del i ght.

He seldomentered the tenple, for that woul d have denanded
time and a | oss of an opportunity to solicit financial aid. Froma
di stance he may have listened to the singing of the Levites, but their
songs were never as attractive as the jingling of his coins. The |ane
man often saw the priests wal king through the gate and possibly
passed the tinme of day with them but he sel dom coveted their
prayers. If he ever placed a coin in the treasury, he considered
hi nsel f i ndi spensable to the ongoi ng work of Jehovah. He was only
interested in the end of services when, once again, possible donors
woul d approach the gate. He had no desire to worship. He lived on
t he out si del

Then one day he saw two strangers approaching and instantly
becane alert. "Then Peter said, Silver and gold have |I none; but
such as | have give | thee: In the nane of Jesus Christ of Nazareth
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rise up and wal k. And he took himby the right hand, and lifted him
up (Acts 3:6A7). That which foll owed al nost defied descrip-
tion. New life flooded his body, and a strange power appeared to be
operating upon his legs. Grasping the outstretched hand of his un-
known Benefactor, the man rose to his feet and "entered with them
into the tenple, walking, and | eaping, and praising God." Hs life
was conpletely transforned. There is no record that he ever ap-
peal ed for alns again. H's praises shattered the dignity of the sanc-
tuary, and as astoni shed worshi pers gathered around, the excited
man continued his noisy outbursts. The foll owi ng day when Peter
and John were brought before the authorities, the beggar was with
them (see Acts 4:14), but there, unfortunately, his story term nated.
It would be illumnating to know what happened in the nonths that
followed his remarkabl e recovery. Did he associate with the church
and becone one of the saints who went everywhere preaching the
gospel ? If that were true, Luke would have recorded those facts. Hs
silence created doubts. Did the man spend his tinme in the sanctuary
and forget other beggars who had been | ess fortunate? He resem
bled the nman in the stagecoach. He was able and willing to wal k, for
he was with the apostles the day after the nmiracle. Yet there is no
evi dence that he joined other Christians in propelling the gospe
chariot in its onward and uphill course. "Cetting behind to push"
was hard work, and he was unaccustomed to such | abor

My wife was very interested when a stranger said, "Ms. Powell

your husband cane to preach in ny church. I had been a nmenber

there for nmany years. Wen the neetings termnated, | said to ny-
self, “1 have been here for years, but there nust be sonething nore
than | possess.' There was, and | found it. | am now an active

menber of The G deons.” His eyes reflected the warmh of his soul
He had beconme one of God's Third C ass Passengers!

The Mot her Who Did Not Wait (Mark 1:30A31)

"But Sinon's wife's nother lay sick of a fever, and anon they
tell him[Jesus] of her. And he cane and took her by the hand, and
lifted her up; and i medi ately the fever |left her, and she ninistered
unto them"

It was the sabbath day in Capemaum and the people were | eav-

i ng the synagogue. They had watched as Jesus of Nazareth expelled
a dermon from one of the congregation. Wthin sight of the Sea of
Gal il ee they discussed what had been witnessed. Standi ng nearby
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was Sinmon, the son of Jonah (see Matt. 16:17), but his thoughts
were occupied with a different matter. The tinme for the evening
nmeal was approachi ng, and Jesus needed an invitation to dine. Per-
haps Peter thought of his nother-in-law who was sick, but it seens
probabl e he was nore interested in what he could do for the Lord
than in what Christ mght do for him Under ordinary circunstances
no wi fe would be pleased to wel cone five unexpected guests to

di nner when her sick nother needed attention. To say the |east,

Si mon was not fanmous for his consideration of others. He was a

man notivated by inpul ses. He acted in haste and repented at

| ei surel!

Simon''s partner probably understood her husband and knew ar -
gunments and conpl aints woul d be usel ess. She asked themto be
seated and arranged five extra places at the table. During the foll ow
i ng noments someone thought of the nother in the bedroom and
"anon they tell himof her." Luke's account of this event is nore
informative. "And Sinon's wife's nother was taken with a great
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fever; and they besought himfor her. And he stood over her, and
rebuked the fever; and it left her: and inmedi ately she arose and
m ni stered unto them' (Luke 4:38A39). The Pul pit Comentary on
Mark says: "~ There were marshes in that district, hence the preva-
| ence of fevers of a malignant character."”

It is not difficult to imagi ne what that nother thought when she
heard of the arrival of five guests and saw the worried | ook on the
face of her daughter. Evidently sonmeone within the honme possessed
faith, for it was witten, "they besought himfor her." The wi sest
way to handle any problemis to share it with ChristAHe al ways
knows what to do! Wien Jesus entered the bedroomto bring relief
to the stricken lady, her soul was truly thrilled, but the resol ution
already forming within her mnd was sensational. Her exit fromthe
bedroomto the kitchen was acconplished in record tinme. if the
menbers of her famly advised caution and urged her to rest, she
pushed t hem asi de, saying, "Get out of nmy way. | have work to do..
and i nmedi ately she arose and ministered unto thenm Martha of
Bet hany woul d have adnmired her! Love is always expressed in
faithful service. That woman's experiences m ght be sumari zed
under four headings: (2) her difficulty; (2) her deliverance; (3) her
determ nation; and (4) her delight. People who remain notionless
when the Savi or needs assistance are not true Christians. \Wen that
not her entered the kitchen she transfornmed the entire place. Not
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only her right hand, but every part of her body desired to serve her
mar vel ous Benefactor. That wonderful nother-in-Iaw worked so

hard, that had she been in the stagecoach on the hill Aeven the
horses nmight not have been necessary!
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