GOD S GREATEST PREACHER ... Conscience
GOD' S GREATEST PREACHER ... Conscience (JOHN 8:9)

Soneone has said that "Conscience is the whisper of God in
the soul of man,” and if that statement be true, it is the world's
greatest preacher. Wbster's Dictionary defines conscience as
"the faculty, power or principle which decides on the |awful -
ness or unl awful ness of actions, with a conpulsion to do right.

It is the noral judgment which prohibits or opposes the viola-

tion of a previously recogni zed ethical principle." MIIlions of
peopl e know that conscience is the watchdog which refuses to

remain silent in the presence of an intruder, the divinely in-
stalled equipment within the human brain which emts warn-

ings when man is tenpted; the siren which awakens a sl eeper

when the sanctity of his soul is being threatened. It is controlled
by an unseen operator, who, whether we like it not, sounds an

al arm whi ch foolish people ignore.

The Pharisees.. . Wio Realized Their Predicanent (John
8: 6-9)

"But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wote

on the ground, as though he heard them not. So when
they continued asking him he lifted up hinself, and
said unto them He that is without sin anmong you, |et
himfirst cast a stone at her. And they which heard it,
bei ng convicted by their own conscience, went out

one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the
last. " and Jesus was |left alone, and the wonman stand-
ing in the mdst."

The Pharisees were very smug, conceited and confident as
they | ooked at Jesus. Their eyes reflected the hardness of their
hearts; they were cynical. A wonan of ill-fane had been
pushed into the presence of the Lord, and her accusers were
nmercil ess when they said: "Master, this wonman was taken in
adultery, in the very act. Now Mdses in the | aw commanded
us that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?" Their
strategy had been carefully planned A possibly by one of
their legal advisers; it could not be defeated. If the Savior
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said: "Stone her," they would have done so i medi ately know
ing Hs command woul d contradict His teaching. If He re-
fused to obey the law, they could arrest H mfor contenpt of
the I egal system . Apparently their schene was fool proof. They
were cyni cal, haughty, hypocritical and callous. They could
not have known the Divine Operator was about to ruin their
carefully laid plan.

Maybe even the disciples smled for the scene was strange.
The Master's reply had shattered the pride of the accusers.
Even the nost inportant anong them was suddenly di sconcert-
ed for that kneeling preacher had di scovered their closely guarded
secrets. He knew about things which, if made public, could
create scandal. Fearing that at any nonment Jesus night begin
accusing individuals, the Pharisees commenced |eaving the area.
The el dest went first A they had |ived | onger than the others A
and had nore to hide! Had they thrown stones at the wonan,
the Teacher night have condemed t hem publicly, and that
woul d have been di sastrous. They frowned; their consciences
were becom ng troubl esone.

Simon Peter... Wio Reached the Porch (Mark 14:67-68)
If one might be permitted to nix netaphors, it can be said
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GOD' S GREATEST PREACHER ... Conscience
that Peter was skating on thin ice, and was about to fall into hot
wat er! Proud, indignant and very confident, the apostle had
vehermently said he would never disown his Master. The idea
that such a deed was possi bl e was preposterous. He had never
failed anyone, and would not begin with the Lord. Now he had
wandered into eneny territory, and was fraternizing with ene-
mes. He was a fish out of water!

The attack upon his integrity was sudden and devastati ng.
Pet er was dunbfounded. Menories flooded his mnd, and an-
gui sh brought tears to his eyes. Then a voi ce began to whisper
within his soul, and the agitated nan failed to silence the accu-
sations. Suddenly, he began to nove toward the door, and wth-
in a few nmonments reached the porch where the breezes of the
ni ght began to cool his brow. The stars were shining in the
dar kened sky, and Peter trenbled as he renenbered his denial
at the fire. There is reason to believe that his conscience urged
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the troubled man to remai n outside, but when he reentered the
hail, his way of escape cl osed.

Wiy did he take that short but vital walk toward the porch?
It could not have been a preneditated act. The lights of warning
were beginning to glowwithin his soul; the grace of God was
endeavoring to prevent a tragedy. The apostle never forgot that
terrible occasion; he felt guilty for the rest of his Iife. The Lord
al ways provides a way of escape for H's people, but when nen
and wonen refuse to avail thenselves of that kindness, increas-
i ng sorrow becones i nevitable.

Herod. . . Who Renenbered the Past (Mtthew 14:1-2)

"At that tine Herod the tetrarch heard of the fanme of
Jesus, And said unto his servants, This is John the
Baptist; he is risen fromthe dead; and therefore mghty
wor ks do shew forth thenselves in him"

The king was frightened; his mind was in a turnoil; his
confidence was shattered, and his future threatened. The nurder
of John the Baptist had |eft an indelible stain on the nonarch's
consci ence, and Herod could not forget the birthday party when
he had gazed upon the decapitated head of the prophet. He was
afraid to close his eyes at night for he believed retribution to be
i nevitable. The slain preacher had risen fromthe dead to avenge
what had been done in the pal ace. The nonarch had nade
i nqui ri es concerning Jesus of Nazareth, but what he had
ascertained confirmed his greatest fear. A ghost was about to
take his life; he was dooned! Herod thought of the unpardonable
deed, and each hour deepened his nisery. H s conscience was
exceedi ngly active; he had sinned agai nst God and man; there
could be no escape for such as he.

Dr. George Truett, the fanous preacher, told of a nan who
said: "Dr. Truett, when you first canme to town, | heard you
preach every Sunday, and would have to hold on to nmy seat not
to respond to your invitation. After the service | wal ked the
streets for hours. | was mserable. | prom sed nyself that |
woul d respond the followi ng Sunday, but when the invitation
hymm was sung, | froze! | could not step out into the aisle. Dr.
Truett, | know that you are a better preacher today than you
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were then, but when | hear you preach, | no |onger feel as
once did. Has sonething happened to nme?"
When the preacher told his story, he said: "I did not have the
heart to tell himthere is a |line unseen by nmen, and when it is
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crossed, a thick barrier is fornmed, and you will never |let Jesus
in." Reproduced in part from The Encycl opedia of 7700 Il us-
trations, Paul Lee Tan, Assurance Publishers, Rockville, Mry-
| and.

Judas... Who Regretted H's Pact (Matthew 27: 3-5)

"Then Judas, which had betrayed him when he saw

that he was condemed, repented hinmself, and brought
again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests
and el ders, Saying, | have sinned in that | have be-
trayed the innocent blood.., and he cast down the

pi eces of silver in the tenple, and went and hanged

hi nsel f."

The body of Judas hanging at the end of a rope was one of
the nost pathetic sights in history. Yet, it was not the rope
which killed the traitor; he was dead before he died! The warn-

i ng signals which had troubl ed hi mthroughout the mnistry of
Jesus had di sappeared. That pitiable nan had thrown away his

| ast chance to | ove and serve the Savior. H's final disheveled
appear ance before the nenbers of the Sanhedrin would never

be forgotten. His face was torn by angui sh; his cheeks were wet
with tears; and the coins for which he sacrificed the Lord were
thrown on the floor. He had sold his Leader for the price of a
sl ave.

Did that desperate nan reninisce before placing the rope
around his neck? Did he recall the many tinmes he had spoken
with Jesus? It should never be forgotten that Judas was an
ordai ned mnister. Even he could not forget the day when Chri st
comi ssioned himto preach the Gospel, and endued himw th
"power agai nst unclean spirits, to cast themout, and to heal al
manner of sickness and all manner of disease"” (Matt. 10:1).

The followi ng nonths were filled with happi ness as he trav-
eled fromplace to place with his coll eagues announci ng the
ki ngdom of God was at hand. When he becane treasurer of the

133

party, his eyes shone with delight; Judas | oved being inportant.
Those were delightful days, but unfortunately grow ng pride

and increasing anbition destroyed his soul.

It may never be known how often he ignored God' s warn-
ings. The traitor coveted the noney placed in his care, but after
he had stol en what he desired, he was probably elated. One
m stake led to another, and finally the thief was confronted by
his greatest tenptation. He tried to console himself by believing
Jesus had not lived up to expectation. The glittering ki ngdom
about which so much had been said, was now a mrage. Judas
began to conpronise with the Lord' s enemes, and that was the
begi nning of the end. "Then one of the twelve, called Judas
Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, And said unto them What
will ye give ne, and | will deliver himunto you? And they
covenanted with himfor thirty pieces of silver" (Matt. 26:14-
15). That was the rei nmbursement noney given to a slave owner
if another nman's ox inadvertently injured his slave (Exod. 21:21-
32).

Judas sacrificed his soul upon an altar of greed. To obtain
t he highest price possible for the betrayal, he ignored the warn-
ings of the Almghty. Finally when he was beyond redenption
he felt sone renorse, but he had reached a point of no return
and was friendl ess. Alone in his msery, he decided to conmt
suicide. "He went out, and it was night" (John 13:30). Even in
eternity Judas will renenber the dastardly deed which ruined
his character, destroyed his hopes and damed his soul (Luke
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16: 19-31).

Paul ... Wo Resolved H's Problem.. (1 Tim 1:15-16)
Christ Jesus cane into the world to save sin-

ners; of whom!| amchief. Howbeit, for this cause
obt ai ned nercy."

It was significant that Paul never forgot his earliest m stakes.
Even when he was approaching the end of his career, he said:
"I was a bl asphener, and a persecutor, and injurious”" (1 Tim
1:13). When given the opportunity to defend hinself before the
governor at Caesarea, the apostle said: "And herein do | exer-
cise nyself, to have al ways a consci ence void of offence to-
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ward God and toward nmen" (Acts 24:16). To the best of his
ability Paul avoided displeasing the Lord, and endeavored to
live a life beyond reproach. Yet, although he tried hard to forget
the attacks against the early Christians, he failed in his efforts.
When he frowned it becanme evident that his conscience was
still active. This was apparent when he wote to the Romans
saying: "1 amcarnal, sold under sin. For that which I do | allow
not; For what | would, |I do not, but what | hate, that |I do"
(Rom 7: 14-15).

God had pardoned Paul's earlier indiscretions, but the apos-
tle had difficulty forgiving hinself. That was one of his greatest

probl ems. Neverthel ess, he discovered a remedy for his ills, and
found a way by which to escape the nental tornent which

could have interfered with his nministry. He said: "I obtained
mercy, that in ne first Jesus Christ mght shew forth all |ong-

suffering, for a pattern to them which shoul d hereafter believe

on himto life everlasting” (1 Tim 1:16). Paul's intensity of
service reveal ed the secret of his continual enjoynent. He was
deternmned to please the Lord even nore than he had fornerly
grieved Hm Effective service for Christ helped to nininize

the accusations of his conscience. Sone people are content

nerely to express regret for their failure; others never rest until
they have at least tried to pay their debt. Paul would have

agreed with Dr. Gswald J. Smth who wote:

There is joy in serving Jesus
As | journey on ny way:

Joy that fills the heart with praises
Every hour and every day.
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