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It has often been said, "The wheels of God grind slowy, but they
grind exceeding small." Wen necessary, the Lord can nove with
devastating speed, but often H s novenents are in contrast to the
ways of earth. Men |i ke speed and often nake m stakes trying to
reach places too quickly! God sonetines noves with planned
precision to acconplish what otherwi se woul d be inpossible. The
del ays of God are anong the nobst absorbing studies in the Bible.

Moses ... the delay to protect God's people (Deut. 34:4)

It has always appeared regrettable that whereas Mses was deni ed
entry into the Pronmised Land, others who were far |ess worthy were
allowed to enter. Mses nade one m stake and | ost his bl essing,

but the rest of the unworthy nation was given the privil ege denied
their | eader. Eventually, the patriarch did get into the land, for
Matt hew 17: 3 describes how he and Elijah spoke with Christ on

the Mount of Transfiguration. The event was greatly del ayed, but
Moses did get in! That delay probably taught Israel one of life's npst
i nportant | essons. Throughout O d Testanment ages, Hebrew nothers
told their children about the | eader who brought themfromthe |and
of Egypt, but the end of the story was always the sanme. "Children
he never entered this land. " Wen the boys and girls asked the
reason, the nother gravely replied, "He disobeyed God." Thus did
the Lord teach the nation the value of obeying the voice of Jehovah
It was a |l esson they urgently needed to learn

Job ... the delay to prove God's prom ses (Job 42: 10)

There is reason to believe that Job was never aware of the drama
behind the sufferings that devastated his Iife. He had no idea that
God and Satan were watching closely the events taking place. Wen
continui ng catastrophes ruined Job's happi ness, when boils and
carbuncles made life a msery, Job was uninforned that these were
bei ng pernmitted because the Almghty was intensely proud of His
servant. "And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered ny
servant Job, that there is none like himin the earth, a perfect and
an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? Then

Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?
Hast not thou made an hedge about him.... But put forth thine hand
now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face"
(Job 1: 8-1 1). God was intensely proud of Job, but H's pride had

to be vindicated before the forces of evil. Job had no way of know ng
hi s problems had nore repercussions in heaven than on earth. The
confidence of God was being chall enged. Wen the conflict

term nated, the Lord rewarded Job beyond his wildest dreans. It

took time, but the end was never in doubt.

Saul ... the delay to present God's plan (I Sam 13:8-10)

Poor Saul, he was in terrible trouble, and yet he al one was
responsi ble for his dilemma. He had attacked the arnmies of the
Philistines and aroused the anger of Israel's fiercest enenies. They
retaliated with "thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand horsenen,
and people as the sand which is on the sea shore in multitude" (v.

5). Terror seized the hearts of Saul's soldiers, and desertions were
constantly weakening his forces. He expected Sanuel to arrive and

bl ess his efforts, but the prophet did not conme. "And Saul said, Bring
hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. And he offered

the burnt offering. And ... behold, Sanuel cane .... and said, What
hast thou done?" Poor Saul, if only he had depended upon God and
not on hinself. It was illegal for any laynman to offer sacrifice, yet

Saul took the law into his own hand and sinned. Stupidly he reveal ed
hi msel f unworthy to be the king of God's people and denonstrated
what Sanmuel had known from the begi nning. Saul was an
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i rresponsi bl e man whose sel f confidence destroyed his dependence
on God. As the npdern expression says, "He had gotten too big
for his breeches" and had to nake way for a shepherd boy called
David. Sonetines God's delays are planned to test us. Blessed is
the man in whom God is not di sappoi nted.

Trophinus ... the delay to protect God's preacher (2 Tim 4:20)

The power of God to heal the sick had not di m nished. \Werever

Paul preached the gospel, sick people were hel ped; sonetinmes he
even touched handkerchiefs that supernaturally conveyed heali ng.
Nevert hel ess, it should be renenbered that Luke, the bel oved
physi ci an, also shared Paul's ninistry. Those who were not heal ed

i medi ately by Paul became Luke's patients. The doctor did
gradual |y what Paul was unable to do i medi ately. When

ent husi astic faith heal ers demand healing for anybody at any tine,
they exhibit unscriptural stupidity. Doubtless Paul often becane
weary and consequently valued all the help avail abl e. When

Tr ophi nus becane sick, one would have thought the apostle's touch
woul d have restored health to the val ued assistant. Paul could have
prayed all night, but it would have nade no di fference. Wen God
said "No," Paul could not change God's mind! Trophi nus needed

a rest, and the Lord deliberately put himon his back! This is a |l esson
that many preachers need to |l earn. W are not robots, but human

bei ngs who have becone tenples of the Holy Spirit. To ruin our

heal th by unwi se activities is dishonoring to God. It is necessary
to recogni ze that the starts, steps, and stops of a saint should be
ordered by the Lord. Sonetines delays in answers to prayers are

an indication that God is wiser than H s people.
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