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GOD. .. AND HI S HANDWRI Tl NG

Exodus 31: 18, Daniel 5:5A8: John 8:3A9

Jehovah al ways comruni cated with Hi s people. He spoke through
H s prophets, presence, and promi ses, and that system of inparting
knowl edge never failed until the Hebrews refused to listen, preferring
to worship idols who were always silent! The Jews disliked interference
of any kind. Their attitude rem nds nme of a business man in Hong Kong
who said, "Wen the Christian nmissionaries first arrived they were
wonderful . They spoke of Jesus and the |ove of Cod, but when they
began to speak about sin and retribution, they | ost their charnmiand
their listeners!™ It is significant that on three separate occasions, the
hand of God wote nessages for certain people. Although tine
destroyed nost of the ancient records, H s words were indestructible;
they will endure forever

The Handwiting of Guidance... On Stone... Directing

And he [ God] gave unto Mdses, when he had made an end of
communi ng Wi th hi mupon mount Sinai, two tables of testinony,
tabl es of stone, witten with the finger of God. (Exod. 31:18)

The giving of the ten commandnents and ot her requirenents that
constituted Hebrew | aw was one of God's npst necessary acts. Hi s
peopl e, who had been slaves in Egypt for four hundred years, were an
undi sci plined multitude, unorgani zed, unreliable, and unable to
understand why certain deeds were prohibited. They had been a nation
wi t hout spiritual guidance and knew nothing of priests and prophets.
They existed only to obey their Egyptian task masters. "Each man did
that which was right in his own eyes." There was no inspired standard
of norality by which conduct could be judged. The appearance and
power of Mbses were unprecedented. When the patriarchs who first
arrived in Egypt died, their know edge and experience departed with
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them and life for their descendants becane a m serabl e exi stence. They
were wi t hout hope, happi ness, and holiness. Pharaoh was the only deity
they knew, and his authority was absol ute.

When this strange conpany of people left Egypt, they were a
mul titude of nonads attenpting to do what had never been done. Mses
alone had any military training; his soldiers had no weapons and very
little courage. If a man coveted anything, he fought for it, and the w nner
took all. It has been estimated that Mses | ed between two and three
mllion people. It was of vital inportance that |aw and order be
est abl i shed before chaos overwhel ned the tribes. Three needs becane
evi dent :

1. A Recognition of God's Grace. He had redeened |srael At hey

were His.

2. A Realization of God's G eatness. He could be displ eased

obedi ence was nandatory.

3. A Requirerment of God's dory. "Ye shall be holy; for I am holy"

(Lev. 11:44).

Many years | ater Sol onbn said, "The fear of the LORD IS the
begi nni ng of wi sdom (Prov. 9:10), but that was a | esson that I|srae
urgently needed to | earn. Wen Jehovah net with Mdses on Mount
Sinai, the watching and waiting tribes realized they were expected to
conformto certain requirenents initiated by the Al nmighty. He who
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coul d shake the mountain could either shake or hold them Their future
depended upon their cooperation. Wien Mdses descended with the ten
commandnents, every person knew |ife would be different. Men could
no | onger do as they pl easedAJehovah was watching their every act.
H's "thou shalt not" stirred their conscience and echoed around the
world. M ght had becone subservient to right, and God, not nen,
deci ded what was right. It was no |l onger pernissible to take anot her
man's wife, for God said, "Thou shalt not commt adultery.” An
assailant could not kill his eneny, for God said, "Thou shalt not kill."
Thi eves were forbidden to rob neighbors, for God had spoken: "Thou
shalt not steal." To conply with these requirenments a change of conduct
was essential throughout the nation. Furthernore, God neant what He
sai d; offenders would be prosecuted, and deliberate violations were
puni shabl e by deat h.
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The Handwriting of Guilt ... On a Wall. .. Denouncing

In the same hour canme forth fingers of a man's hand, and wote

over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the

ki ng's pal ace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wote.
Then the king' s countenance was changed, and his thoughts trou-

bled him so that the joints of his |oins were | oosed, and his knees
snot e one agai nst another. (Dan. 5:5A6)

Many years |later Jesus said, "Blessed are they that hear the word of
God, and keep it" (Luke 11:28). Revelation of the divine will beget
responsi bility. People acquainted with the laws of God cannot attribute
their behavior to ignorance. The conmandnents given by God to Moses
were destined to have an effect upon all nations. Today, even non-
Christian people accept the ancient laws as a reliable basis for the
adm ni stration of justice. Even Bel shazzar, the king of Babylon, realized
what was expected of him The |laws of the Hebrews had nade a
trenmendous i npact upon the Babyl oni an peopl e who were responsible
for their conduct. Wen in the midst of the royal festivities, a hand
began to wite upon the wall of the palace, it becane evident Bel shazzar
was about to pay for his indiscretions. Daniel said, "Thou art wei ghed
in the bal ances, and art found wanting" (Dan. 5:27).

The pal ace was a scene of resplendent gaiety; the hangi ng gardens
of Babyl on were a paradi se. From near and far guests had assenbl ed
for the magnificent occasion, and the fact that enem es were encanped
at the gates neant nothing. The high encircling walls of Babylon were
t hought to be insurnmountable; the city itself was considered to be
i npregnabl e. The wine was flowing freely; the |laughter of drunken
guests echoed through the night. Then "Bel shazzar, while he tasted the
wi ne, conmmanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the tenple which was in Jerusalem™
How strange that in the mdst of such nerrinment, the king should
suddenly think of God. Surely this was an uprising of conscience. W
can only speculate as to the length of tine that el apsed before his violent
reacti ons began! God had erected the final barrier on the road to the
eternal shadows. Bel shazzar's stupidity ruthlessly ignored the obstacle
when he sent for the consecrated vessels and continued his bl aspheny.
"And in the sane hour cane forth fingers of a man's hand and wote

on the wall of the king's palace... "Thou art weighed in the bal ances
and found wanting.”' No nan is finally rejected until God's |ove has
done everything possible to save him God only abandons a person
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when not hing el se remains to be done (see the author's book, Bible
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H gh ways [ Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1985], 78).

The Handwiting of Grace ... on the Gound... Delivering

And the scribes and Pharisees . . . say unto him Master, this
woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. Now Mdses in the

| aw commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest
thou? This they said tenpting him that they night have to ac-
cuse him But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wote on

t he ground, as though he heard themnot. So when they contin-

ued asking him he lifted up hinmself, and said unto them He that
is without sin among you, let himfirst cast a stone at her. And
agai n he stooped down, and wote on the ground. And they which
heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one
by one, beginning at the el dest, even unto the last. (John 8:3A9)

This Scripture nmentions the only occasion when the Lord is said to
have witten sonething. When the Pharisees nmade their first accusation
stating that according to the | aws of Mbses the adulteress should be
stoned, the Savior probably rem nded themthey were either
m sinformed, or were deliberately nmisquoting the Word of God. Mbdses
said, "And the man that comitteth adultery with another man's wife
even he that commtteth adultery with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer
and the adulteress shall surely be put to death" (Lev. 20:10, enphasis
mne). Since the wonman had been taken in the act, it was evident this
was a prearranged schenme in which the nmale participant was permtted
to escape. The Jewi sh | eaders were not concerned wth the wonman's
immorality; they were using her in an effort to trap Jesus. Wen the
Phari sees repeated their accusations, the Lord wote H s second
nmessage, which in all probability included revel ati ons about thensel ves.
If that were the case, it would explain why the accusers begi nning at
the el dest, began to | eaveAthey had |ived | onger, and consequently
had nost to hide!

"And Jesus was left alone, and the worman standing in the mdst.
When Jesus had lifted up hinself, and saw none but the woman, he
said unto her, Wonan, where are those thine accusers? hath no nan
condemmed t hee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her
Neit her do | condem thee: go, and sin no nore" (John 8:9A11). It was
regrettable that this account was not included in the earliest copies of
the Scriptures. The conpilers nisinterpreted the Savior's statenent,
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suggesting that if the woman were free from condemati on, others of
her type could sin without fear of retribution. Evidently, the early
churchrmen did not consider why the wonman called the Savior "Lord,"
saying "No man, Lord." Paul said, "No man can say that Jesus is the
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost" (I Cor. 12:3). The soul of the adulteress
had been illuninated by the grace of God when she confessed her faith
in the lordship of Christ. Since that is the nmeans by which pardon
becones possi bl e, her confession indicated her sins were gone. There
was nothing left to conderm. Her past was forgotten; her future |lay
ahead; she should "go and sin no nore."

The handwiting of the Lord assuned great inportance. Wen He
i ssued the commandnments, Hi s words enphasi zed that conceal ment of
sin was inpossible. There was no excuse for ignoranceAGod had
spoken. When He wote on the walls of Bel shazaar's pal ace, it becane
evi dent that condemation of sin was inevitable. God neant what He
sai d. When Jesus wote on the ground, He indicated that the
cancel l ation of sin was indisputable. Faith in Christ was sufficient to
cl eanse the vil est sinner.

The word handwiting only appears once in the New Testanent; it
was used by Paul in Colossians 2:13A14. "And you ... hath he
qui ckened together with him having forgiven you all trespasses;
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Blotting out the handwiting of ordinances that was against us... and
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.” The Anplified Version
of the New Testanent translates the verses, "Having cancelled and
bl otted out and wi ped away the handwiting of the note (or bond) with
its legal decrees and demands, which was in force and stood agai nst
usAhostile to us. This [note with its regul ati ons, decrees and denmands]
He set aside and cleared conpletely out of our way by nailing it to [H s]
Cross.

The bond, note, or regulation referred to the law to which sinners
were indebted and ensl aved. Ancient historians inscribed their data on
clay tablets, and the text suggests that the instrunent by which the
i ndent ati ons were nade had been drawn across the recorded evi dence,
signifying it was no |longer valid. What had been witten had been
cancel |l ed. The Son of God nullified all evidence that coul d have been
cited against sinners, and in one glorious act of triunph, nailed the entire
record to the cross, abrogating it forever.

Thi s guaranteed freedomfrom all bondage. The accused had been
found "not guilty" and was permitted to | eave the courthouse. If people
guestioned the legality of the verdict, they were advised to | ook at
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Calvary's cross, for there, stained by the precious blood of the
Redeener, the evidence could be seen cancel |l ed! Shackl es upon the

neck, hands, and feet of slaves were no longer pernitted. God' s Year

of Jubilee had arrived; nen could be free. The Lord Jesus in anticipation
of that event said, "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shal

be free i ndeed" (John 8:36).

"How much am 1 bid for hinP" The auctioneer was el oquent, but

the slave buyers only | aughed, for the |lad being offered in the

Ni geri an market was unquestionably ugly. Hs thin, frightened
face had an appal |l ing appearance, and the buyers seriously doubt -
ed their ability to find a market for such a child. The auctioneer
tried again, but when no bid was forthcoming, the man sold the
child for a roll of tobacco. Everybody | aughedAt his was fun, and
it provided a little amusenment ami dst the nore serious business

of buyi ng human bei ngs.

Soon the ugly |l ad was wal ki ng al ong the forest paths which
led to the coast. He was careful to keep up with the others, for
the merciless traders knew how to use a whip! The journey
seened endl ess and sorrow filled his heart. H's people and vil -
| age lay far behind; ahead |lay slavery and the unknown. He
tranmped on. Wen the sea cane into sight, he wondered what new
horrors awaited him and fear again filled his soul when he was
pushed aboard a ship and inprisoned bel ow deck

Then canme the day when people seened to be running al
over the place. Voices were raised; sonething had gone w ong.
British sailors had captured the ship; the evil traders were sub-
dued. The vessel was brought into Freetown where the slaves were
i berated. The boy was unable to fend for hinself, so the author-
ities placed himin the care of nearby m ssionaries who adopted
him naming him Sanmuel. It seemed difficult for the child to be-
lieve these white people were kind when others had been cruel
The little boy heard about Christ, and eventually becane a Chri s-
tian. He was sent to school, and through diligent study progressed
admirably with his | essons.

Years later, in the presence of a great audience in St. Paul's
Cat hedral in London, that sane boy was consecrated to becone
the first Bishop of Nigeria. The |ad who was sold for a roll of
t obacco became Bi shop Sanuel Crowther, who did such a mar-
vel ous work for Christ in Africa. Today, he is still renmenbered
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as the nman who brought the glorious Gospel to his people. Here
was anot her Samuel, the boy who hel ped to save a nation. (Re-

printed fromthe author's book, Bible Hi ghways (G and Rapi ds:
Kregel, 19851, 38A39.)
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