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COVE, GO, STAND, TASTE, BELI EVE

During my mnistry in South Africa, | talked with a retired mn-
ister, and after discussing a very inportant question | said, "Well
maybe we shall have to leave this in God's hands.” The old gentl e-
man t hought for a few seconds and then replied, "Maybe not. The
Lord is very busy and has a lot to do." He appeared to be irreverent,
but | now appreciate his point of view. W should never expect the
Lord to do our work. There is a tinme in |ife when divine grace neets
wi th human responsibility. That conbinati on can perform mracl es.
Only when man has exhausted his resources can he justifiably ex-
pect the Lord to assune conplete responsibility for what needs to
be done. The ability of God never excuses human | azi ness. Perhaps
Paul had that thought in nmind when he urged his friends in Philippi
to "work out their own salvation.” They had an inportant part to
pl ay and were expected to cooperate with their Savior. There are
five texts in the Bible which illustrate this great truth.

The Cone and See of Conversion. . . Sinners and Sal vation (John 1:39)

The Jordan Valley was filled with people who were rel axi ng be-
tween the exciting services held by John the Baptist A neeting had
just ended, but another would soon begin. Sone fanilies were enjoy-
ing a neal, others were rel axi ng, and nany were speaki ng about the
events which were taking place. Even the preacher was enjoying a
respite as he conversed with two of his associates. "Again the next
day after John stood, and two of his disciples; And | ooking upon
Jesus as he wal ked, he saith, Behold the Lanb of God' And the two
di sci pl es heard hi m speak, and they followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned,
and saw them foll owi ng, and saith unto them What seek ye? They
said unto him Rabi... where dwell est thou? He saith unto them
Cone and See. They canme and saw where he dwelt, and abode with
himthat day; for it was about the tenth hour" (John 1:35A39).

It was never reveal ed where the Lord was staying. He could
have been enjoying hospitality in a friend's home or living in a
tent or cave. Wwerever it was, the disciples were enthralled and
were conpletely transfornmed by what they saw and heard. One
whose nane was Andrew could not rest until he shared his joy
with his brother Sinon. Christ knew the future of the church
depended upon that nenorable visit. Those nmen were destined to
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becone val ued di sci pl es who woul d preach the gospel and change
the world. Had they refused to accept His invitation to "Conme and
see," they m ght have renmined ordinary people. It renmains a
nmystery how an ommi potent God can be frustrated by the cl osed
door of a human heart. He can and does seek adnittance but never
forces an entrance.

The Go and See of Concern.. . Service and Sacrifice (Mark 6:3 8)

The disciples were worried; their expressions reveal ed the unrest
within their souls. They were frustrated and disliked the attitude of
their Master. The day had seened long and difficult. They were
tired. It appeared to be providential when Jesus stepped into a boat
to go to the other side of the |ake. At least, so it appeared, they
woul d be able to enjoy a few hours of relaxation. It was extrenely
annoyi ng when the nultitude ran around the northern part of the
shore to await the arrival of the Savior. Frowns upon the faces of
Sinmon Peter and his coll eagues indicated displeasure, but when
Jesus began another service, their spirits becane disturbed. "And
when the day was now far spent, his disciples cane unto him and
said . . . Send them away, that they may go into the country round
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about, and into the villages, and buy thensel ves bread: for they
have nothing to eat. He answered and said unto them G ve ye them
to eat. And they say unto him Shall we go and buy two hundred
pennyworth of bread, and give themto eat? He saith unto them
How many | oaves have ye? CGo and see" (Mark 6:35A3 8). A similar
incident is recorded in Mark 8:1A8, yet on both occasi ons, sone-
one s cooperation enabled the Savior to feed a nultitude of hungry
people. A snall boy who sacrificed his lunch enabled the Lord to
supply a magni fi cent banquet.

Sorretimes Christians are appalled by the i Mmensity of their tasks
when t he achi evenent of their goals seens to be inpossible. Despair
shoul d never replace deternination, for when resources are mnni mal
no challenge is too difficult for the Savior to accept. He can feed
mul titudes, renove nountains, and wal k on the water. Neverthel ess,
He used a boy's lunch, and on another occasion, Peter's boat.

The Stand and See of Confidence.. . Stillness and Safety (Exodus
14: 13)

"And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and
see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew you today: for the
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Egypti ans whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no
nore for ever." Confusion and fear had spread throughout Israel
for the Egyptian arnmy was pursuing the hel pl ess Hebrews. Defeat
appeared to be inevitable. The anger of the nation becanme evident
when sonme of the people said, "Because there were no graves in
Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore
hast thou thus dealt with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not
this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us al one that
we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the
Egyptians, than that we should die in the w |derness" (Ex. 14:11A12)

Their predicanment seenmed to be catastrophic. Enclosed by noun-
tains and confronted by the sea they had no way by which to
escape. The former captives feared they would be conpelled to
return to bondage. They did not possess weapons and had no mli-
tary experience upon which to rely. Alone in magnificent grandeur
Moses remai ned unperturbed. His eyes shone as he raised his voice
and said, "Fear ye notAStand still and seeAthe salvation of the
Lord." When the sea rolled back to provide a pathway to freedom
per haps even the angels were el ated. Then Moses and his people
sang, "Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them they
sank as lead in the mghty waters. Wo is |like unto thee, 0 Lord
anong the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in
prai ses, doing wonders?" (Ex. 15:10A11).

The Lord knew how to protect H's people, and it is refreshing to
remenber He has never |ost that ability. There are occasi ons when
He expects and demands our cooperation, but at others, the nost
effective way to help is to remain still. Each tine God permits H s
people to be confronted by terrifying problens, He reveals His
power to save. The Lord is never conpletely dependent upon us, for

after all is said and done, He is still God!
The Taste and See of Content... Satisfaction and Serenity (Psalm
34: 8)

Davi d expressed his adorati on when he wote, "0 taste and see
that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him" He
had been delivered fromgreat danger, but the experience had been
nerve-racki ng. Surrounded by treacherous enem es, David had tak-
en advantage of the superstitions of the people and pretended to be
i nsane. "And David... was sore afraid of Achish the king of Gath.

And he changed his behavior before them and feigned hinmself nmad
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in their hands, and scrabbled on the doors of the gate, and let his
spittle fall down upon his beard. Then said Achish unto his servants,
Lo, ye see the man is mad: wherefore then have ye brought himto

me? Have | need of mad nen, that ye have brought this fellow to

play the mad man in ny presence? shall this fellow conme into ny
house?" (1 Sam 21:12A15)

There is no evidence that David had any experience as an actor
but his desperation spontaneously supplied that ability. Hi s accusers
believed insanity was the work of indwelling denbns. They were
afraid to execute their prisoner; the denons might be angry if their
resi dence were destroyed. David was permitted to flee to the noun-
tains where he rem nisced and said, "This poor man cried, and the
LORD heard him and saved himout of all his troubles"” (see the
introduction to Ps. 34, and verse 6). He was overwhel med and
exultantly cried, "0 taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is
the man who trusteth in him" Praise is the child of gratitude. Con-
sideration of God's faithful ness always | eads to thanksgiving.

The Bel i eve and See of Conquest... Sorrow and Survival (John
11: 40)

Martha and Mary were filled with sorrow, their brother had died.
Their hearts and hone were enpty. The apparent indifference of
their Friend, Jesus of Nazareth, had deepened their grief. Their
future was bl eak! Then they heard of the approach of the Lord.
"Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was conmi ng, went and net
hi m" (John 11:20). Her neeting with the Lord produced results that
echoed around the world. "Jesus said unto her: | amthe resurrec-
tion, and the Iife: he that believeth in nme, though he were dead, yet
shall he live, And whosoever |iveth and believeth in me, shall never
die" (John 11:25A26). The words of the Savior becane inmortal.
"Said | not unto thee, that, if thou woul dest believe, thou shoul dest
see the glory of God?" (John 11:40).

Faith | aughs at inpossibilities, but that is a | esson every Chris-
tian needs to learn. Circunmstances can be threatening, but to stand
with Christ in the mdst of life's distress, to feel the pressure of H s
hand and hear His voice is the panacea for all ills.

The five steps to spiritual serenity are clearly defined. Cone, go
stand, taste, and believe. They are sections of the highway that |eads
to the throne of grace.
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THE UNSCALABLE MOUNTAINS OF GRACE (JOHN 7:46)

Sonme of the towering nountains of earth represent the nbst ngjestic
objects of creation. A friend of mne in New Zeal and descri bed them
as "decorations with which the Lord enhanced the beauty of earth."
Mount Everest and others of its type have been a challenge to
intrepid clinbers, and sone people never rest until they have clinbed
to al nost unreachable summits. | have seen nmen crawling like ants
beneat h protrudi ng dangerous | edges, and have been amazed at the
skill with which they drove stakes into the rocks to support them
selves as they endeavored to reach hi gher elevations. There are
mount ai ns of grace which glisten in eternal sunshine; their purity
and splendor reflect the glory of God's heaven. To reach those |ofty
peaks may be very difficult, but it is possible to view the dazzling
hei ghts where Christ was quite "at hone."

Hi s Message |'s Unsurpassable (John 7: 45A46)
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"Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and
they said unto them Wy have ye not brought hinf The officers
answered, Never man spake like this man." It was frustrating when
the officials were helpless in the presence of the Man they were
supposed to arrest. They had planned to end sonet hi ng consi dered
to be nonsense. The Stranger from Galil ee was di sturbing the peace
and could not be tolerated. Resolutely, the officials approached the
nmeeti ng- pl ace, but since there was no great urgency, they paused
for a few noments to listen to the Speaker. That delay ruined their
pl ans, for the Preacher was entrancingly interesting. The tinme passed
qui ckly, and before they realized what was happeni ng, the neeting
ended. How coul d they arrest sonmeone who had captivated thenf
That Man from Galil ee had been anazingly el oquent. Later, when
they returned to the Jewi sh | eaders, they could only exclaim "Nev-
er man spake like this nan." They had seen and heard the Chri st
and woul d never forget the experience. Jesus had spoken with com
mandi ng aut hority, and even the scholarly people in the audi ence
could not refute what had been said. Wen the Lord spoke about
heaven, it was easy to believe He had been there; when He de-
scribed the future, it appeared as if He had already seen it. |mmense
crowds were enthralled by H s nessage, and H s power to heal was
unm st akabl e and irrefutable. Although the Savior never wote a
book, H's words were destined to fill innumerable libraries. He
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never taught in a college or university, yet many who do reverently
worship at Hs feet. His utterances constitute the greatest nessage
ever given to manki nd.

H s Peace |Is Unfathomabl e (Philippians 4:7)

"And t he peace of God, which passeth all understandi ng, shal
keep your hearts and m nds through Christ Jesus." The Christians in
Philippi were intimate friends of the apostle Paul, and they nore
than all others appreciated his words. He had been a prisoner in
their jail. The church had been forned in tribulation, for when Pau
and Silas first preached the gospel in the city, they were fl ogged and
thrust into the innernost dungeon. Their songs at m dnight electri-
fied everybody and out of that enotional tenpest cane a peace
beyond understanding. It was unnatural for nen to sing the songs of
Zion when their bodies were wacked with pain. It was unbeliev-
able that suffering prisoners could be cheerful when their blood was
falling upon the floor of the cell. Yet Luke described the scene by
saying, "And at m dnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang prai ses
unto God; and the prisoners heard them And suddenly there was a
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken
and i medi ately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands
were | oosed” (Acts 16: 25A26).

Wien the evangelists heard the runble of the earthquake and
saw t he doors swi nging on their hinges, they probably smled. Their
God was still on the throne; their safety was assured. To describe
that peace is sonetines difficult. Men in pain do not |augh. People
enduring torture and death do not sing unless they are |iving above
unpl easant circunmstances. Then they resenble the ocean; the sur-
face may be tenpestuous, but in the depth of the sea cal mrenains
undi sturbed. Trusting saints know they are hidden with Christ in
God and can say:

Oh, the peace the Savior gives:

Peace | never knew before;

And the way has brighter grown

Since |'ve learned to trust H m nore.
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It is worthy of attention that Paul began his epistles with the
words, "Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and
fromthe Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1:2). The Lord was al ways the
source of everything wonderful. The peace of God reveal ed a safe
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standi ng before the Lord. Peace with God indicated the tranquility

of the soul indwelt by the Holy Spirit. That bl essedness cannot
easily be expressed in words. It is indefinable and al nost i nexpress-
ible. It is the rare atnosphere that belongs to God's hi ghest el eva-
tions.

H s Joy Is Unspeakable (I Peter 1:8)

The apostle Peter wote to his friends saying, "Wom having not
seen, ye love; in whom though now ye see himnot, yet believing,
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory." It is significant
that the readers of this letter could have found many reasons to
conplain. They were "strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Gal a-
tia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bythinia" (1 Peter 1:1). Janes also sent a
letter to the "twelve tribes which are scattered abroad" (Janmes 1:1).
That situation could have been related to the persecution that over-
whel ned the early church. Luke wote, "And at that tine there was
a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusal em and
they were all scattered abroad throughout the regi on of Judaea and
Samaria" (Acts 8:1). For some unexpl ained reason the twelve apos-
tles remained in Jerusalem but the majority of the early Christians
were forced to | eave their hones and begin a new life in strange
surroundings. It was truly significant that "they that were scattered
abroad went every where preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). The Chri s-
ti ans never conplai ned about their msfortune. They turned scars
into stars and, when they net strangers, made known the gl orious
news of Christ's death. Their happi ness surpassed anything known
by other people. Their joy was unspeakable and full of glory! Joy is
the hallmark of the Christian, but as an old Scottish woman said, "It
is better felt than telt!"”

H s Riches Are Unsearchabl e (Ephesi ans 3:8)
Paul said, "Unto ne who amless than the least of all saints, is
this grace given, that | should preach anmong the Gentiles the un-
searchabl e riches of Christ." Perhaps the text is related to "the rich-
es of his grace"” nmentioned in Ephesians 1:7. The apostle was an
expert in the use of superlatives, and yet he realized the difficulty in
trying to explain the abundance of wealth found in Christ. He was a
man breathing fresh air, but there was al ways nore oxygen in the
atnosphere!l He resenbled a thirsty soul drinking water from a vast
| akeAhi s thirst was quenched but there remai ned enough refresh-
163
nment to neet the need of the world. He was a prospector taking
treasure froma vein of gold that ran through eternal hills. However
much Paul discovered, it was nothing conpared with the inexhaust-
ible riches of the Prince of dory.

CGod said, "For every beast of the forest is nmne, and the cattle
upon a thousand hills." That clai mwould be staggering to an ordi -
nary person, and yet it was an understatement since Jehovah owns
the universe. Every creature and gem belongs to God, for it was H s
ability that created the gold, dianonds, rubies, and everything el se
of value and pl aced them where nmen eventual |y di scovered them
He made trees to grow, flowers to blossom birds to sing, and rivers
to flow He produced col or schenes and arranged that man shoul d
control everything that had been made. Hurricanes nay be the breath
of Hi s anger, and earthquakes the shaking of H's hand. "Wo is |ike
unto thee, 0 LORD, anong the gods? who is like thee, glorious in
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hol i ness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?" (Ex. 15:11). Jehovah is
al mghty, and H's riches are unsearchabl e. Hunans have been privi -
leged to discern a little of H's wisdomand grace, but to know and
under stand everythi ng about the Lord woul d be inpossible.

Hi s Love Is Unknowabl e (Ephesians 3: 18A19)

Paul prayed for his friends in Ephesus requesting that they "My
be able to conprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and | ength,
and depth, and height; and to know the | ove of Christ, which passeth
knowl edge.” It is not easy to know sonething that defies conprehen-
sion. Perhaps it is possible to know, in part, the nmysteries of all these
extraordinary texts, but to exhaust the wealth of the w sdom of God
woul d be inpossible. The poet was correct when he wote:

Could we with ink the ocean fill

And were the skies of parchnent made
Were every stalk on earth a quil

And every nman a scribe by trade,

To wite the |l ove of God above

Wul d drain the ocean dry,

Nor could the scroll contain the whole
Though stretched from sky to sky.

Man is only able to conprehend God as He reveal s Hinself.
The writer to the Hebrews said, "God, who at sundry tinmes and
in diverse nanners spake in tines past unto the fathers by the
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prophets. Hath in these | ast days spoken unto us by his Son

whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom al so he nade
the worlds" (Heb. 1:1A2). The nost effective nethod by which

one can understand the love of God is to become acquainted with
the life of Christ. He touched | epers, welconed small children to
H's arms, and clained that God saw every injured sparrow falling
to the ground. He fed hungry people, shared the grief of a wd-
owed not her, and asked forgi veness for the enenies who cruci-
fied Hm Jesus saved a crinmnal who had nothing to give in
return. John explained this when he wote, "Herein is |ove, not
that we | oved God, but that he |loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins" (1 John 4:10). Paul agreed with his col -
| eague, for he wwote, "For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die, yet peradventure for a good man sone woul d even dare to

die. But CGod conmendeth his |love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom 5:7A8). The Lord's
wor dsAl ove, peace, joyAand riches shone brilliantly against the
background of human guilt. Together they resenbl e nountain peaks
whi ch reach the precincts of heaven. It is beyond conprehension
that sinners are to be nmade like Hm but that indisputably is
CGod's plan for H's people. "W shall be like hinf (1 John 3:2).
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